
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CENTRAL VERMONT REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 
TOWN PLAN REVIEW COMMITTEE 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

Central Vermont Chamber of Commerce 
33 Stewart Road, Berlin, VT 05602 

 
May 09, 2017 

6:30pm 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The meeting will be called to order and may include introductions of those individuals who are 
present.   

 
2. CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 
 
 The Town Plan Review Committee should discuss any changes to the agenda. 
 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Draft minutes from the May 26, 2016 Town Plan Review Committee are included for 
consideration of approval. 

 
4. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

Any members of the public that are present and wish to speak about issues not currently on the 
agenda will be provided an opportunity at this time.   

  
5. PUBLIC HEARING & DISCUSSION OF THE BARRE TOWN PLAN AMENDMENTS 
 

Barre Town has requested the Regional Planning Commission review and consider approval of 
amendments to their Town Plan.  The amendments include minor changes to their 
Transportation, Preservation, and Energy Sections.  The Committee should open a public hearing 
to take comments from any members of the public regarding these amendments.  Additionally, 
the Committee should engage the representative(s) from Barre Town regarding specific 
comments or explanations about the amendments.  Following this discussion, the Town Plan 
Review Committee should provide a recommendation that can be presented to the CVRPC’s full 
commission.  A memo from staff with a recommended action and a memo from Barre Town 
outlining the amendments including copies of the amendments are included with the agenda. 

 
6. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 If there is no additional business the Committee should consider a motion to adjourn. 



 

CENTRAL VERMONT REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION  

TOWN PLAN REVIEW COMMITTEE 

MAY 26, 2016 

MEETING NOTES 

 

 

The regular meeting of the Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission’s Town Plan Review 

Committee was held on Thursday, May 26, 2016 at 4:00pm in the Conference Room of the Central 

Vermont Regional Planning Commission. 

 

Committee Members Present: 

 

George Malek – Town of Orange 

Julie Potter – Town of East Montpelier 

 

Others Present: 

 

Matt Rouleau – Town of Williamstown 

Margaret Phillips – Town of Williamstown 

Eric Vorwald, AICP – CVRPC Senior Planner 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Without a quorum of committee members present the meeting could not be called to order.   

 

  

DISCUSSION OF THE WILLIAMSTOWN TOWN PLAN UPDATE 

 

At 4:15pm, with still no quorum present, it was decided to have a general discussion regarding the 

Williamstown Town Plan update since representatives of Williamstown were in attendance.  The 

representatives from Williamstown began the discussion by talking about any issues they encountered 

while developing the plan.  It was noted that one of the biggest challenges was gathering and developing 

the information for the flood hazard mitigation section.   It was also noted that conducting a survey of the 

community to better understand their needs and interests was the top priority for the planning commission 

now that the town plan has been updated.  The group continued its discussion regarding the Williamstown 

Town Plan update and included items such as the overall layout, possible constraints to building in the 

Designated Village Center, and similar issues.   

 

Following the discussion, the committee members present noted that this was one of the best plans they’ve 

seen for a small town that did not use a consultant and completed all the work on their own.   Specifically 

commenting on the layout, use of graphics, and use of plain language.  As such, the committee members 

suggested that the full commission approve the 2016 Williamstown Town Plan  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The discussion on the 2016 Williamstown Town Plan concluded at 5:25pm.   

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 

TO:  Town Plan Review Committee 

 

FROM: Eric Vorwald, AICP 

  Senior Planner  

 

RE:  Town of Barre – Town Plan Amendments 

 

DATE: May 09, 2017 
 

 

On February 21, 2017, the Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission (CVRPC) received a request 

from the Town of Barre to review and consider regional approval of amendments to their town plan and 

planning process.  As per the statutory requirements under 24 VSA 117 Section §4350, the CVRPC shall 

review and approve the town plan or amendments if it finds the plan: 

 

 Contains each of the required elements listed in 24 VSA 117 Section §4382 

 Is consistent with the required goals established in 24 VSA 117 Section §4302 

 Is compatible with the Regional Plan and the approved plans of other municipalities in the Region 

 

Amendment Overview 

 

Barre Town’s current town plan was adopted in May of 2014 and regionally approved in July of 2014 

therefore the existing plan is still current and active.  In 2016, the Barre Town Selectboard approved 

amendments to several sections of their plan including Transportation, Preservation, and Energy.  The 

following is an excerpt from a memo that identifies the changes that were made.  

 

Amendments to the plan relate mostly to energy, either the conservation of it or handling 

renewables.  The proposed amendments also include additional language that enhances our efforts 

to preserve views and vistas important to Barre Town.    

 

Chapter 3, transportation simply adds language that encourage the reduction of fossil fuel use and 

promotes bicycles, rail, and, shared commuting 

 

Chapter 5, section 5.2 identifies areas important to Barre Town with regard to views and vistas 

and why the preservation is important in promoting the health and welfare of Barre Town.  Section 

5.8 identifies areas that are scenic in nature and limits development if of a certain size.    
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As a result of this new found interest in the Town of Barre for solar development, the Planning 

Commission is proposing changes to chapter 8, especially section 8.5 renewable energy.   

 

Proposed changes to chapter 8 include: 

 

8.3 –  Promote energy conservation, commuter lots, charging stations, use of rail, and 

professional energy assessments.     

    

8.5 – Support renewable energy projects as long as they represent orderly development  

 

 To clarify the plans position that the extension of overhead 3-phase power into more rural 

areas to accommodate renewable energy is a negative impact with regard to aesthetics 

and is not allowed 

 

 That the most appropriate location for solar arrays is on roof-tops and existing impervious 

surfaces.  Also to encourage the use of existing topography and vegetation to help mitigate 

views of solar arrays and to avoid the use of agricultural lands for solar development 

 

 Adds a good neighbor policy so that a landowner developing solar doesn’t mitigate their 

own impacts by placing them on a neighbor 

 

 Creates siting requirements for solar projects less than 15kW and projects larger 

than15kW  

 

 Prohibits private solar development in the Wilson Industrial Park 

 

 Prohibits solar projects larger than 500kW 

 

 Suggest that the Town of Barre create a solar overlay district   

 

 Requires a decommissioning plan   

 

Staff Analysis 

 

In general, the amendments to the Barre Town Plan are minor in nature and do not impact the overall 

intent of the specific plan sections that have been amended.  These amendments do not extend the lifecycle 

of the Town Plan therefore the plan will need to be updated and completely readopted before it expires in 

May of 2019.  As such, the Town will begin the process to update their plan later this year or early next 

in order to complete the updates before the plan expires.   

 

Finally, related to the amendments of the energy chapter, Barre Town is one of the three municipalities 

that will be receiving enhanced technical assistance from the CVRPC to develop an energy plan that is 

compliant with the standards identified in Act 174 of 2016.  Based on this, a draft energy plan will be 

completed by July of 2017 which may recommend additional updates to the transportation and energy 
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sections of the current town plan and therefore identify additional amendments that could be incorporated 

into a more comprehensive update of the Town Plan.     

 

Based on the above information, it is staff’s opinion that the amendments will not adversely affect the 

overall intent of the Barre Town Plan.  As noted, the town plan will be reevaluated for possible 

amendments within the next several months with respect to the Energy section and reevaluated within the 

next 8 to 12 months for all other sections of the plan.  To this end, Barre Town will be on the list of 

municipalities to receive an enhanced consultation through the CVRPC’s agreement with the Agency of 

Commerce and Community Development.  This consultation will include a complete evaluation of 

consistency between the current town plan and all existing statutory requirements.   

 

Requested Action 

 

The Town Plan Review Committee should conduct a public hearing1 to solicit input on the amendments 

to the Barre Town Plan and provide any comments or questions to the representatives from Barre Town 

attending the meeting.  For reference, copies of the amendments that include changes noted with strikeouts 

and underlined language are included.  Additionally, the Town Plan Review Committee should be 

prepared to make a recommendation (if appropriate) to the full Commission at their regular meeting on 

May 9th regarding consistency of the amendments with the 2016 Central Vermont Regional Plan and 

statutory requirements.     

 

 

                                                 
1 A public hearing has been warned in conjunction with the Town Plan Review Committee meeting.  While this is not the 

common practice of this committee, due to the statutory timeline required to review and comment on the amendments and the 

existing agenda for the Commission meeting, it was determined that conducting the public hearing outside of the Commission 

meeting would work best for this one instance.  Future public hearings will be held in conjunction with the regular Commission 

meetings as has been done in the past.   



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

MEMORANUDM 

 
TO:  Selectboard of the Town of Barre 

  Town Clerk of the Town of Barre 

 

FROM: The Planning Commission of the Town of Barre 

  Chris Violette, Planning Officer 

 

DATE:  October 27, 2016 

 

SUBJECT: Town Plan amendments 2016  

 

 

Please accept this letter as official notification that the Town of Barre Planning Commission has 

formally voted to pass to the Selectboard of the Town of Barre proposed amendments to the  

Town of Barre Town Plan.  Said decision was rendered after holding a duly warned public 

hearing on Wednesday, October 19, 2016  in accordance with VSA § 4384 (d).   

 

Enclosed please find a copy of proposed amendments to chapter 3 (transportation, sections 

3.1,3.2,3.3,3.4), chapter 5 (preservation, sections 5.2 & 5.8) chapter 8 (energy, sections 8.3 & 

8.5,) of the Town of Barre Municipal Plan.   

 

What follows is a brief description of the proposed plan amendments.   

      

Amendments to the plan relate mostly to energy, either the conservation of it or handling 

renewables.  The proposed amendments also include additional language that enhances 

our efforts to preserve views and vistas important to Barre Town.   This can be found in 

both sections 5.2 and 5.8 of chapter 5.    

 

Chapter 3, transportation simply adds language that encourage the reduction of fossil fuel 

use and promotes bicycles, rail, and, shared commuting 

 

Chapter 5, section 5.2 identifies areas important to Barre Town with regard to views and 

vistas and why the preservation is important in promoting the health and welfare of Barre 

Town.  Section 5.8 identifies areas that are scenic in nature and limits development if of a 

certain size.    

 

The Town of Barre, like many other Vermont communities, has struggled to find the right 

balance between supporting renewable energy and protecting our residents and the 

valuable assets of our community.   As stated in the first line of the Town plan under 
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section 8.5, Barre Town continues to support renewable energy.  However, The Town of 

Barre has seen a significant spike in the development of solar generation plants and while 

solar is a very important contributor to renewable energy; it does not come without 

impact.  As a result of this new found interest in the Town of Barre for solar 

development, the Planning Commission is proposing changes to chapter 8, especially 

section 8.5 renewable energy.   

 

Proposed changes to chapter 8 include: 

 

 section: 

 

8.3 – Promote energy conservation, commuter lots, charging stations, use of rail, 

and professional energy assessments.     

    

8.5- Support renewable energy projects as long as they represent orderly 

development  

 

To clarify the plans position that the extension of overhead 3-phase power 

into more rural areas to accommodate renewable energy is a negative impact 

with regard to aesthetics and is not allowed.  

 

That the most appropriate location for solar arrays is on roof-tops and 

existing impervious surfaces.  Also to encourage the use of existing 

topography and vegetation to help mitigate views of solar arrays and to avoid 

the use of agricultural lands for solar development.  

 

Adds a good neighbor policy so that a landowner developing solar doesn’t 

mitigate their own impacts by placing them on a neighbor.    

 

Creates siting requirements for solar projects less than 15kW and projects 

larger than15kW.  

 

Prohibits private solar development in the Wilson Industrial Park.   

 

Prohibits solar projects larger than 500kW. 

 

Suggest that the Town of Barre create a solar overlay district.   

 

Requires a decommissioning plan.     
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