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(Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

February 13, 2018 at 7:00 pm
Central VT Chamber of Commerce, Paine Turnpike South, Berlin

6:00 pm: Town Plan Review Committee meeting & Waitsfield Town Plan Public Hearing. Meeting open to public.

AGENDA
Page Time! Description
7:00 Adjustments to the Agenda
Public Comments
7:05 Town of Waitsfield: Town Plan Approval and Confirmation of Planning Process (enclosed)’
7:15 Achieving Clean Water: Stormwater Permits, Padraic Monks, VT DEC Stormwater Program
Discussion of DEC’s stormwater permits and preview of the Operational General Permit. The
“3-acre sites” permit may affect municipal facilities that have not been permitted previously.
7:45 Regional Energy Plan, Eric Vorwald (enclosed)?

Potential action to advance the draft plan to public hearing
7:55 2016 Regional Plan Update, Eric Vorwald (enclosed)?
— Updated energy element to incorporate the Regional Energy Plan by reference
— Review/potential approval of forest integrity language
— Potential action to advance the draft plan to public hearing

8:15 Project Tour: Town Web Maps, Pam DeAndrea

Explore CVRPC'’s service to make town data more accessible
8:35 Nominating Committee Appointment (enclosed)
8:40 Meeting Minutes (enclosed)

—  November 14, 2017°
— January 9, 2018 (summary; no action required)

8:45 Reports (enclosed)
Updates and Commissioner questions on Staff, Executive Director, and Committee Reports
8:50 Legislative Update, Bonnie Waninger
8:55 Central Vermont Economic Development Corporation Report, Jamie Stewart
9:00 Adjournment

! Times are approximate unless otherwise advertised.
2 . . . .
Anticipated action item.

29 Main Street Suite4 Montpelier Vermont 05602
802-229-0389 E Mail: CVRPC@CVRegion.com
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Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Town of Waitsfield, Vermont prepared a Municipal Development Plan in
accordance with Chapter 117 of Title 24 of the Vermont Statutes, and the Regional Planning
Commission found that the Municipal Development Plan meets all the requirements for approval
under both the Commission's review process and Section §4350 of Chapter 117;

AND WHEREAS, Title 24, VSA, Section §4350 requires that CVRPC consult with member
municipalities with respect to their planning efforts, requires that 'a municipality have a plan
approved by its regional planning commission in order to have its planning process confirmed, and
requires that a municipality maintains the use of local funds forlocal and regional planning;
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT

The Regional Planning Commission concludes that the Municipal Development Plan:

1. is consistent with the goals established in Section §4302 of the Act;

N

. is compatible with the Central Vermont Regional Plan;
3. is compatible with the approved plans of other municipalities in the region; and
4. contains all the elements as required in Section §4382 of the Act;

AND does hereby APPROVE the 2017 Town of Waitsfield Municipal Development Plan, dated
December 18, 2017.

FURTHERMORE, in compliance with Title 24 VSA Section §4350, the CVRPC has consulted with
and confirms the planning process of the Town of Waitsfield. It is noted that when an adopted
Municipal Development Plan expires, its approval also expires. Recommendations made by the
Regional Planning Commission’s Town Plan Review Committee are attached and should be
considered when developing the next edition of the Municipal Development Plan. If the municipality
has zoning or other regulatory bylaws or is considering adopting bylaws, it is important that the
bylaws are in compliance with the current Municipal Development Plan.

ADOPTED by the Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission at its February 13, 2018
meeting.

Juliana Potter, Chair
Central Vermont
Regional Planning Commission

29 Main Street Suite 4 Montpelier Vermont 05602
802-229-0389 E Mail: CVRPC@CVRegion.com
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SECTION 6.3 ELECTION OF OFFICERS Commission Bylaw Excepts |

Officers shall be elected by the Commission from among the membership established in
Article III, Section 3.1. A nominating committee, consisting of three Commissioners, shall be
appointed by the Commission at the February meeting of each year. The nominating committee
may nominate candidates for each office, and three additional Commissioners on the Executive
Committee.

The Nominating Committee shall present an initial slate of candidates at the March meeting
with a final slate of candidates at the April meeting of each year. Additional candidates may be
nominated from the floor at the April meeting, at which time nominations will be closed.

A ballot, containing the final slate of candidates, shall be sent, not less than 10 days prior to
the May meeting, to all Commissioners eligible to vote. The officers of the Commission and other
clected officials shall be elected by receiving the most votes. The results of the ballot shall be
ascertained and announced at the Annual Meeting.

SECTION 6.4 TERMS OF OFFICE

The terms of office of all officers and other elected officials shall be from Annual Meeting to
Annual Meeting or until their successors have been elected and installed.

In the event that any office or other elected position is vacated, such vacancy shall be filled
at the next regular Commission meeting. Officers so elected are to hold office only for the balance
of the current year or until their successors are elected and installed.

Any officer may be removed from office for cause by a 2/3 vote of those present and
voting. Any action for removal must be warned one month in advance of the Commission meeting
at which such vote will be taken.

SECTION 6.5 DUTIES OF OFFICERS AND COUNCIL OF REGIONAL
COMMISSIONS REPRESENTATIVE

a. The CHAIR shall preside at all meetings of the Commission and the Executive
Committee. The Chair shall perform such other duties as are normal or customary to the office, or
which may be assigned by the Commission.

b. The VICE-CHAIR shall act as Chair in the absence or incapacity of the Chair, and shall
perform such other duties as may be assigned by the Commission.
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Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission

Nominating Committee Guidelines
Adopted by the Commission March 9, 1999

The prime consideration of the Nominating Committee should be the best interest of the
Commission and its future.

The Nominating Committee shall seek to balance the interests of the Commission in order to have
the Executive Committee as reflective of the Commission as possible.

As long as one member of the Nominating Committee wants an individual considered, the entire
Committee will objectively evaluate that potential candidate. The Nominating Committee, having
any reasonable interest in a qualified candidate, shall request that the candidate express his or her
interest in being considered.

The quality of Executive Committee participation is more important than length of stay on the
Committee. Candidates willing to dedicate one year to the Executive Committee should be
considered.

The Nominating Committee feels that in order to continuously provide fresh views it is good to have
a small turn over in members of the Executive Committee.

The Chairperson will be elected with the assumption that the Chairperson will serve for two terms.
The Nominating Committee will first consider a previous vice-chair (if at all possible). A service
record that shows dedication to the Commission shall be considered.

To be nominated for vice-chairperson, the person should have previously served on the Executive
Committee for at least one year and have an attendance record that shows dedication to the
Commission. It is assumed the vice-chair will succeed to the chair.

The treasurer, secretary, and three members-at-large will also be nominated. The following
requirements must be met by the candidates:

e served on the Commission for at least one year;
e participated on one or more committees during their term; and
e an attendance record that shows dedication to the Commission.

29 Main Street Suite 4 Montpelier Vermont 05602
802-229-0389 E Mail: CVRPC@CVRegion.com
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CVRPC Nominating Committee

Executive Director serves as ex officio member.

2003

Harrison Snapp, Waitsfield
Carol Davis, Washington
Kathleen Lott, Northfield

2004

Peter Comart, Worcester
Ed Larson, Montpelier

Tim Carver, East Montpelier

2005

Mark Nicholson, Barre Town
Rhonda Shippee, Calais
Margaret Torizzo, Fayston

2006

Stan Walker, Duxbury
Carol Davis, Washington
Harrison Snapp, Waitsfield
George Malek, Orange

2007

Ed Larson, Montpelier
John Hurley, Berlin
Tom Frazier, Roxbury
Dick Payne, Cabot

2008

Harrison Snapp, Waitsfield
Tim Carver, East Montpelier
Don La Haye, Warren

2009

Tom Frazier, Roxbury

Larry Hebert, Williamstown
Ray McCormack, Washington
Gunner McCain, Waterbury

2010

Robert Wernecke, Berlin
Tim Carver, East Montpelier
Rhonda Shippee, Calais

2011

Larry Hebert, Williamstown
Gunner McCain, Waterbury
George Malek, Orange

2012

Bill Arrand, Worcester

Tim Carver, East Montpelier
Byron Atwood, Barre Town

2013

Gunner McCain, Waterbury
Bob Wernecke, Berlin

Larry Hebert, Williamstown

2014

Faeterri Silver, Marshfield
Tina Ruth, Montpelier
Ron Krauth, Middlesex

2015

Bob Wernecke, Berlin

Dara Torre, Moretown

Laura Hill-Eubanks, Northfield

2016

Don La Haye, Waitsfield

Bill Arrand, Worcester

Steve Lotspeich, Waterbury (Chair)

2017

David Strong, Plainfield (Chair)
Byron Atwood, Barre Town
Ivan Shadis, Marshfield

2018
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CVRPC List of Executive Committee members and Commission Officers

May 1995 — when Executive Committee membership became 7, including the CORC rep.
Chair: Doug Reed, Moretown

Vice-Chair: Tom Frazier, Roxbury

Treasurer: George Malek, Orange

Secretary: Gunner McCain, Waterbury

Council of Regional Commissions: Dennis Darrah, Middlesex

At large: Harrison Snapp, Waitsfield; George Mitchell, Northfield

May 1996

Chair: Gunner McCain, Waterbury

Vice-Chair: Tom Frazier, Roxbury

Treasurer: George Malek, Orange

Secretary: Therese Ackerman, Barre City

Council of Regional Commissions: Dennis Darrah, Middlesex

At large: Harrison Snapp, Waitsfield; Ed Blackwell, East Montpelier

May 1997

Chair: Gunner McCain, Waterbury

Vice-Chair: Tom Frazier, Roxbury

Treasurer: Stan Walker, Duxbury

Secretary: Therese Ackerman, Barre City

Council of Regional Commissions: David Healy, Calais

At large: Ed Blackwell, East Montpelier; Harrison Snapp, Waitsfield

May 1998-CORC representative no longer required to be a member of the Exec. Ctte.
Chair: Tom Frazier, Roxbury

Vice-Chair: Stan Walker, Duxbury

Treasurer: Ed Blackwell, East Montpelier

Secretary: Harrison Snapp, Waitsfield

At large: Carol Davis, Washington; Gunner McCain, Waterbury; David Hoyne, Fayston

May 1999

Chair: Tom Frazier, Roxbury

Vice-Chair: Stan Walker, Duxbury

Treasurer: Ed Blackwell, East Montpelier

Secretary: Harrison Snapp, Waitsfield

At large: Carol Davis, Washington, David Hoyne, Fayston; Mark Nicholson, Barre Town

May 2000
Chair: Stan Walker, Duxbury
Vice-Chair: Ed Blackwell, East Montpelier
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Treasurer: Carol Davis, Washington
Secretary: Harrison Snapp, Waitsfield
At large: Tom Frazier, Roxbury; Gunner McCain, Waterbury; Ed Larson, Montpelier

May 2001

Chair: Stan Walker, Duxbury

Vice-Chair: Gunner McCain, Waterbury

Treasurer: Harrison Snapp, Waitsfield

Secretary: Ed Larson, Montpelier

At large: Tom Frazier, Roxbury; Carol Davis, Washington; Rhonda Shippee, Calais

May 2002

Chair: Gunner McCain, Waterbury

Vice-Chair: Tom Frazier, Roxbury

Treasurer: Harrison Snapp, Waitsfield

Secretary: Ed Larson, Montpelier

At large: Carol Davis, Washington; Rhonda Shippee, Calais; Stan Walker, Duxbury

May 2003

Chair: Gunner McCain, Waterbury

Vice-Chair: Tom Frazier, Roxbury

Treasurer: Harrison Snapp, Waitsfield

Secretary: Ed Larson, Montpelier

At large: Larry Hebert, Williamstown; Rhonda Shippee, Calais; Stan Walker, Duxbury

May 2004

Chair: Ed Larson, Montpelier

Vice-Chair: Harrison Snapp, Waitsfield

Treasurer: Rhonda Shippee, Calais

Secretary: Larry Hebert, Williamstown

At large: Gunner McCain, Waterbury; Stan Walker, Duxbury; Dick Payne, Cabot

May 2005

Chair: Ed Larson, Montpelier

Vice-Chair: Larry Hebert, Williamstown

Treasurer: Rhonda Shippee, Calais

Secretary: Harrison Snapp,Waitsfield

At large: Gunner McCain, Waterbury; Stan Walker, Duxbury; Dick Payne, Cabot

May 2006

Chair: Larry Hebert, Williamstown

Vice-Chair: Rhonda Shippee, Calais

Treasurer: Margaret Torizzo, Fayston

Secretary: Don LaHaye, Warren

At large: Gunner McCain, Waterbury; Stan Walker, Duxbury; Ed Larson, Montpelier
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May 2007

Chair: Larry Hebert, Williamstown

Vice-Chair: Stan Walker, Duxbury

Treasurer: Gunner McCain, Fayston (to replace M. Torizzo 12/07)

Secretary: Rhonda Shippee, Calais

At large: Paul Bicicia, Plainfield; George Malek 12/07; John Hurley, Berlin 1/08

May 2008

Chair: Stan Walker, Duxbury

Vice-Chair: Paul Bicica (Gunner McCain elected 3/2009 to fill the unexpired term.)
Treasurer: John Hurley, Berlin (Tim Carver elected 9/2008 to fill the unexpired term.)
Secretary: Rhonda Shippee, Calais

At large: Tom Frazier, Roxbury; Don La Haye, Warren; Larry Hebert, Williamstown

May 2009

Chair: Stan Walker, Duxbury

Vice-Chair: Tom Frazier, Roxbury

Treasurer: Don La Haye, Warren

Secretary: Rhonda Shippee, Calais

At large: Tim Carver, East Montpelier; Ron Krauth, Middlesex; David Borgendale, Montpelier

May 2010

Chair: David Borgendale, Montpelier

Vice-Chair: Don LaHaye, Warren

Treasurer: Bob Wernecke, Berlin

Secretary: Tim Carver, East Montpelier

At large: Ron Krauth, Middlesex, Ray McCormack, Washington, Stan Walker, Duxbury

May 2011

Chair: Bob Wernecke, Berlin

Vice-Chair: Don LaHaye, Warren

Treasurer: Ray McCormack, Washington

Secretary: Tim Carver, East Montpelier

At large: Ron Krauth, Middlesex; George Malek, Orange; Byron Atwood, Town of Barre

May 2012

Chair: Bob Wernecke, Berlin

Vice-Chair: Don LaHaye, Warren

Treasurer: Byron Atwood, Barre Town

Secretary: Tim Carver, East Montpelier

At large: Ron Krauth, Middlesex; George Malek, Orange; Michael Miller, Barre City

May 2013

Chair: Don La Haye, Waitsfield
Vice-Chair: Byron Atwood, Barre Town
Treasurer: Michael Miller, Barre City
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Secretary: Tina Ruth, Montpelier
At large: Bob Wernecke, (past chair) Berlin; George Malek, Orange; David Strong, Plainfield

May 2014
Chair: Don La Haye, Waitsfield

Vice-Chair: Byron Atwood, Barre Town

Treasurer: MichaeHMiller-Barre-City David Strong, Plainfield (to fill unexpired term)

Secretary: Tina Ruth, Montpelier

At large: Bob Wernecke, (past chair) Berlin; George Malek, Orange; Bavid-StrongPlainfield Julie
Potter, East Montpelier (to fill unexpired term)

May 2015

Chair: Byron Atwood, Barre Town

Vice-Chair: Julie Potter, East Montpelier

Treasurer: David Strong, Plainfield

Secretary: Tina Ruth, Montpelier

At large: Don La Haye (past chair) Waitsfield; Laura Hill-Eubanks, Northfield; Larry Hebert,
Williamstown

May 2016

Chair: Byron Atwood, Barre Town

Vice-Chair: Julie Potter, East Montpelier

Treasurer: David Strong, Plainfield

Secretary: Tina Ruth, Montpelier

At large: Don La Haye (past chair) Waitsfield; Laura Hill-Eubanks, Northfield; Larry Hebert,
Williamstown

May 2017

Chair: Julie Potter, East Montpelier

Vice-Chair: Laura Hill-Eubanks, Northfield

Treasurer: Michael Gray, Woodbury

Secretary: Dara Torre, Moretown

At large: Byron Atwood (past chair), Barre Town, Don La Haye, Waitsfield, Steve Lotspeich,
Waterbury

May 2018
Chair:
Vice-Chair:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
At large:
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Approved:

CENTRAL VERMONT REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION
DRAFT MINUTES
November 14, 2017

Commissioners:

Barre City Janet Shatney L0  Montpelier Kirby Keeton

O Barre Town Byron Atwood O Mike Miller, Alt.

O Mark Nicholson, Alt. Moretown Dara Torre, Secretary

O Berlin Robert Wernecke Northfield Laura Hill-Eubanks, Vice-Chair

O Karla Nuissl, Alt. O Orange Lee Cattaneo

Cabot Amy Hornblas Plainfield Bram Towhbin

O calais John Brabant 1 Robert Atchinson, Alt.

O Jan Ohlsson, Alt. 0 Roxbury Jerry D’Amico

Duxbury Brian Fitzgerald & waitsfield Don La Haye

O Alan Quackenbush, Alt. O Harrison Snapp, Alt.

E. Montpelier Julie Potter, Chair O  warren Daniel Raddock

Jack Pauly, Alt. 0  Washington Gary Winders

O Fayston Carol Chamberlin &  waterbury Steve Lotspeich

L0  Marshfield Ivan Shadis 0 Williamstown Larry Hebert

Middlesex Ron Krauth &  Woodbury Michael Gray, Treasurer
Worcester Bill Arrand

Staff: Bonnie Waninger, Laura Ranker, and Eric Vorwald
Guests: Jon Moore (Green Mountain Transit), Peter Anthony

CALL TO ORDER
Chair J. Potter called the meeting to order at 7:05pm. The meeting began with introductions.

ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA
None.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
None.

GREEN MOUNTAIN TRANSIT NEXT GENERATION TRANSIT PLAN

J. Moore provided an overview of the Next Generation Transit Plan being developed by Green
Mountain Transit. He discussed the project’s four major goals including convenience, connecting
people to life activities, improving the region’s quality of life, and financial sustainability. He also
provided an overview of three scenarios that were developed to evaluate the system including
major expansions (20% increase in operating costs), moderate expansions (10% increase in
operating costs), and cost neutral (no increase in operating costs). Moore provided a list of

Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission November 14, 2017
Meeting Minutes Page 1 of 3
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recommendations for the various routes that impact Central Vermont. He concluded by noting that
additional outreach opportunities and that comments on the various scenarios would help
determine the best options for the community.

STATE HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN

B. Waninger provided an overview of the request from Vermont Emergency Management (VEM) to
provide input on the State Hazard Mitigation Plan. Commissioners broke into small groups to
identify programs that are working well, programs that could be improved, what the state could do
to help municipalities, and who should be involved to make these actions happen more efficiently
and effectively. The groups convened and discussed the various questions noting responses.
Commissioners identified their top two priorities from the lists. Highlights included changes to
legislation regarding dam removal and funding to communities for mitigation actions. All responses
will be reported to VEM for its consideration.

BEST PRACTICES FOR LOCAL ENERGY PLANNING

E. Vorwald provided an overview of best practices included in a guide RPCs have developed from
the first round of energy planning assistance to towns. This guide is intended to be a tool that can
be used by municipalities as they pursue local energy plans to meet the standards of Act 174.
Vorwald highlighted sections of the document and outlined how it could be used by municipalities.
He noted the guide was in draft form with a final version being completed in the coming months.
Vorwald also noted that the CVRPC would be assisting three new municipalities to develop local
energy plans that meet the standards of Act 174. He requested that interested communities
contact him.

FY2018 WORK PLAN AND BUDGET

B. Waninger provided an overview of the Commission’s work plan and budget. She noted specific
budget highlights, including projects carried over from FY17, trends that affect future budgeting,
and the process for developing the FY19 budget and work plan. Work on the FY19 budget and work
plan begins in December. Commissioners will be asked for ideas and input in January or February.
Waninger noted that the budget and additional detail was included in the meeting packet. J. Potter
noted that any specific questions should be directed to B. Waninger.

MEETING MINUTES - OCTOBER 10, 2017

J. Potter noted that the attendance information would be updated. S. Lotspeich noted a spelling
error for correction on page 36, line 3: “bare” should read “bear”. B. Fitzgerald moved to approve
the minutes as amended; D. La Haye seconded. Motion carried.

STAFF REPORTS
E. Vorwald noted that the December meeting would include a discussion of an amendment to the
2016 Central Vermont Regional Plan’s energy element. This amendment incorporates the Regional

Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission September 12, 2017
Meeting Minutes Page 2 of 3
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Energy Plan by reference into the Regional Plan to satisfy the requirements of Act 174. L. Ranker
noted that the Orange and Barre Town Local Hazard Mitigation Plans were sent to FEMA for final
approval.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT

B. Waninger highlighted discussions regarding brownfields as a statewide preferred site for
renewable energy generation. VT DEC is developing guidance for the State’s certification that a site
is a brownfields. Brownfields are properties at which 1) development or redevelopment is
adversely affected by 2) known or suspected contamination. At minimum, solar developers will be
required to complete a Phase | Environmental Site Assessment to demonstrate contamination may
be an issue.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
There were no questions on the report.

ADJOURNMENT
J. Potter announced that the next meeting of the Commission is on December 12, 2017.

D. La Haye moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:53 pm; S. Lotspeich seconded. Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,
Eric Vorwald, AICP

Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission September 12, 2017
Meeting Minutes Page 3 of 3
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CENTRAL VERMONT REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION

MEETING SUMMARY
January, 9, 2018
Commissioners:
O  Barre City Janet Shatney Montpelier Kirby Keeton
Barre Town Byron Atwood O Mike Miller, Alt.
O Mark Nicholson, Alt. O Moretown Dara Torre, Secretary
Berlin Robert Wernecke O Northfield Laura Hill-Eubanks, Vice Chair
O Karla Nuissl, Alt. Orange Lee Cattaneo
X Cabot Amy Hornblas Plainfield Bram Towbin
Xl calais John Brabant O Robert Atchinson, Alt.
(] Jan Ohlsson, Alt. O  Roxbury Gerry D’Amico
X  Duxbury Brian Fitzgerald Waitsfield Don La Haye
O Alan Quackenbush, Alt. O Harrison Snapp, Alt.
X E. Montpelier Julie Potter, Chair O warren Daniel Raddock
I Jack Pauly, Alt. O  Washington Gary Winders
O  Fayston Carol Chamberlin Waterbury Steve Lotspeich
L Marshfield Ivan Shadis O  williamstown  VACANT
O Middlesex Ron Krauth O  Woodbury Michael Gray, Treasurer
O  Worcester Bill Arrand

Staff: Bonnie Waninger, Eric Vorwald, and Daniel Currier

Guests: Jean Vissering (East Montpelier); Monica Przyperhart (VT Fish & Wildlife)

CALL TO ORDER
Chair J. Potter called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. Quorum was not present. Potter asked for
introductions.

ADJUSTMENTS TO THE AGENDA
None.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
None.

Conservation Design

Monica Przyperhart of VT Fish & Wildlife presented to the Commission on Conservation Design. Ms.
Przyperhart introduced what Conservation Design is, what the maps represent and how they help
people prioritize important parts of our landscape. She also talked about how forest fragmentation is
affecting our forests.
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The Conservation Design mapping data includes two types of data. Landscape scale data (forest blocks)
and hot spots specific/community scale data. She also talk about how at the State level the highest
priority are the large forest blocks and that it’s important to recognize and prevent further
fragmentation. It’s also important to consider the connections between block and protecting those.
The maps and data are available to everyone on BioFinder - http://anr.vermont.gov/maps/biofinder/.

Ms. Przyperhart spent a few minutes talking about the Central Vermont Regional Plan. She suggested
Commissioners may want to consider updating it to include these large forest blocks.

Commissioners asked questions related to habitat bio diversity, the roles that urban and rural
communities have to protect forest integrity, and where agricultural land falls on the maps.

Regional Energy Plan

E. Vorwald presented on the draft Regional Energy Plan and the steps to advance the Plan to public
hearing and adoption. Mr. Vorwald started by outlining the relationship between the Regional Plan and
Regional Energy Plan. The Regional Energy Plan is a standalone plan that will need to be incorporated in
the Region Plan. Staff is proposing to update the existing energy element and add a new Regional Plan
appendix for the Regional Energy Plan.

Mr. Vorwald discussed the updates to the Regional Energy Plan and comments received from the Public
Service Department and others during its review. Almost all the comments were requesting more
details and clarification in the Plan. Each comment was considered, and more details were added. One
of the more substantial comments was in reference to the Plan’s prohibition on industrial scale wind. To
address this, a new paragraph is being proposed for page 15 to help explain why. It was suggested, and
agreed to by the Commissioner from Barre Town, that all reference to Barre Town be removed from the
new paragraph. Discussion ensued on why the prohibition on industrial scale wind was included.

The commission suggested clarifying text on page v of the Plan related to the replacement of
approximately 75,000 vehicles from fossil fuel to alternative fuels to clarify the 75,000 vehicles is a
future projection.

2016 Regional Plan Update

E. Vorwald presented on the draft energy element and the steps to advance an update to the 2016
Regional Plan to public hearing and adoption. To incorporate the Regional Energy Plan into the 2016
Regional Plan, staff will update the existing energy element to match the data in the Regional Energy
Plan and include references to Regional Energy Plan. The energy plan will be added as an appendix to
the 2016 Regional Plan.

The next step is to move both the Regional Plan and Regional Energy Plan to public hearings. Vorwald
noted CVRPC is aiming for a March 1, 2018 start of the public hearing notice period. Two public hearings
are required. Staff is working on forest integrity language, which will need to be included in the
Regional Plan update before it can move to public hearing.
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Discussion ensued about the forest integrity requirements and the public hearing on the Regional Plan.
Commissioners requested the forest integrity language be incorporated concurrently with energy.

Public Hearings

J. Potter relayed an Executive Committee recommendation that the Town Plan Review Committee hold
public hearings for town plan approvals outside of the regular Commission meetings. The Executive
Committee would prefer that hearings be held in the town that is being reviewed. Also, the hearing
could be held so recommendations are presented in advance to the Commission. Commissioners
present were in favor of this change.

NOVEMBER 14, 2017 MEETING MINUTES
No action was taken.

REPORTS
B. Waninger provided the following updates:
e The Chamber of Commerce is holding its Legislative Reception. She requested Commissioners
let her know if they would like to participate on behalf of CVRPC.
e On Thursday January 12 from 5-7 pm at Montpelier City Hall, GMT will present on the NextGen
Plan Capital District Service Scenarios.
e The Legislature would like to know which Towns are interested in developing Local Energy Plans.
If your Town is interested and would like to be added to the list, please let Eric know.

ADJOURNMENT
No action was taken. Commissioners departed at 9:05 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Daniel Currier, Program Manager

Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission January 9, 2018
Meeting Summary Page 3 of 3
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Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission
802-229-0389 Staff Report, February 2018 Fax: 802-223-1977

LAND USE PLANNING & MUNICIPAL ASSISTANCE

Regional Plan: Contact Eric Vorwald, Vorwald@cvregion.com.

Staff presented an update to the energy element to the Board in January. The updates incorporates the
regional energy plan by reference. Staff also updated the land use element to address Act 171’s forest
integrity requirements.

Act 250: Contact Eric Vorwald, Vorwald@cvregion.com.

Staff is working with the Project Review Committee to update CVRPC's Substantial Regional Impact
guidance. The updates will provide a more consistent set of guidelines to determine when projects may
be reviewed. A draftis expected to be presented to the Board in March.

Staff is working on establishing a process to solicit input from the region on the Act 250 process. This
input will help inform possible comments being submitted by the Board of Commissioners to the
Commission on the Future of Act 250. This Commission is a group of legislators charged with reviewing
Act 250 and recommending possible changes to the legislature.

Increasing Data Accessibility: Several communities have web maps created and hosted through CVRPC.
Staff will be working with Plainfield to develop a web map after its parcel data is updated. The February
Commission meeting will include a presentation demonstrating some of the web maps and the different
data that can be displayed. Contact Pam DeAndrea, deandrea@cvregion.com.

Staff is also working to develop an on-line data library for municipal plans. When completed later this
year, the library will host commonly used plan data set by municipality. Municipalities can download
the data when updating plans, saving them time and resources. Over time, CVRPC will add topic specific
data sets to the library and create links to regional and state data sets of interest to municipalities and
partners. CVRPC's winter Planning Technician, Matt Germaine, is developing the data sets.

Regional Energy Planning: Contact Eric Vorwald, Vorwald@cvregion.com.
Staff updated the Plan based on the Board of Commissioners’ January discussion. The Board will vote on
sending the plan to public hearing at its February meeting.

Local Energy Planning: Contact Eric Vorwald, Vorwald@cvregion.com.

Staff met with the Barre City, Marshfield, and Warren to discuss local energy planning. Staff will be
meeting with Calais in February. Staff contacted several communities to assess interest for a possible
third round of assistance. Northfield, Plainfield, and Waitsfield expressed interest. If your town might
be interested, please let us know as soon as possible.
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Municipal Plans: Staff continues to work with Orange on its Town Plan update. This will be a minor
update that addresses changes to statute since the plan was last updated. The Planning Commission
discussed future land uses including mapping requirements. Staff received a request from Waitsfield to
review its updated plan for regional approval. Staff responded to a request from Berlin’s consultant
about resources to identify hazard mitigation related to flooding and federally declared disasters.

Bylaws: Staff is responding to requests from Calais, Duxbury, and Fayston to review updates to their
land development regulations.

Staff responded to a Fayston inquiry regarding potential assistance with permanent River Corridor
Bylaws and a Town Plan survey. The State is scheduled to complete river corridor maps for the
Winooski Basin in February. The maps may be published this summer. Towns have two years from the
publish date to adopt permanent river corridor bylaws if they wish to retain ERAF rating earned by
adopting with interim bylaws.

Mapping: CVRPC provides 12 hours of free GIS assistance to municipalities each year. Staff assisted
Barre Town in developing data transfer and field data collection procedures for sewer manhole data
updates and road erosion inventory. Staff has been assisting Montpelier to update its Master Plan maps
and developing slope data for planning purposes. Staff completed Zoning District Map updates for
Duxbury to better represent the Village, Rural Agriculture, and State Farm districts. Staff assisted
Worcester in updating its parcel maps.

Staff continued work on maps for East Montpelier’s Town Plan. New maps were added, such as a map
to comply with the new forest integrity requirement. The Planning Commission identified other
mapping changes that would better convey the Town’s planning goals. East Montpelier is the region’s
pilot project for integrating forest integrity mapping requirements into the plan and text.

Town Forests: Marshfield and Woodbury were selected as two of 10 towns to receive assistance from
the VT Urban & Community Forestry (UCF) Program’s Town Forest project. The project helps
communities plan the future of their Town Forest. CVRPC represents regional planning commission on
the UCF Council. Staff attend the half-day Woodbury town forest walk.

Strategic Planning: Staff continues to work with the Mad River Valley Planning District to refine its
strategic planning goals. The goals will guide future work plans for the District staff. CVRPC will meet
with MRVPD staff to refine the latest draft before sending it to the Steering Committee for discussion.

Municipal Consultations: Consultations provide an overview of statutory changes, suggestions to
strengthen the municipal plan, and discussion of municipal needs and CVRPC services. Consultations for
FY18 include Barre City, Barre Town, Duxbury, Fayston, Northfield, Plainfield, and Roxbury. Staff has
completed the consultation for Northfield and has completed the reports for Barre City and Plainfield.
Staff is currently working to complete the report for Barre Town.
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EMERGENCY PLANNING & HAZARD MITIGATION

Emergency Response: Staff shared feedback on the draft model LEOP template distributed in January
to EMDs, other applicable Town Officials, and the LEPC. Comments received to date are mixed. Towns
appreciate a new model template but the all-encompassing document and emphasis placed on EOC
development is too burdensome for smaller communities. Staff also supported VEM Public Assistance
efforts under the federally declared disasters DR4330 and DR4356.

Trainings and Workshops: Contact Laura Ranker at ranker@cvregion.com.

Staff registered 14 participants for the Spring Flooding Seminar, scheduled for February 16, and
additional individuals for the EMD 8-hour course on February 17.

Disaster Declaration Assistance: Staff is working with VEM and municipalities to provide support and
coordinate activities under the Public Assistance program for the following federally-declared disasters.
e 4330-VT: Severe storm and flooding, June 29 —July 1, 2017, and
e  4356-VT: Wind Storm/Flooding, October 29-30.

Hazard Mitigation Program Grants: Contact Laura Ranker, ranker@cvregion.com.
The HMPG application deadline is now April 30, 2018. Staff worked with Middlesex and a landowner on
a potential home buyout project, and discussed a slope stabilization project with Northfield.

LEPC #5: The LEPC finalized its After Action Report from its September tabletop exercise.
Recommendations were approved and responsible parties were identified for implementation. Tier Il
reporting is due March 1, 2018. Staff has provided LEPC 5 Tier Il support by disseminating information
and performing outreach, responding to inquiries, and receiving report submittals. Staff developed a
contract between LEPC5 and CVRPC for administrative services.

Local Hazard Mitigation Plans (LHMP): Contact Laura Ranker, ranker@cvregion.com.

Barre Town — FEMA-requested revisions were made and sent to VEM for review.

Cabot — Cabot scheduled its public hearing for February 26 and expects to adopt the plan that night.

Middlesex - Staff is working with VEM on required plan revisions.

Roxbury — Staff is responding to FEMA request for plan revisions.

Waterbury Town and Village — FEMA issued Approval Pending Adoption and the Town and Village have
scheduled the public hearing for adoption on 2/12/2018.

Worcester — Staff is working with VEM on required plan revisions.

Plans Expiring in 2018 - CVRPC will provide 30 hours of assistance plus mapping services to

municipalities with LHMPs expiring in 2018. Plainfield, Moretown, Berlin, Williamstown, Duxbury,
Woodbury, and Warren have requested assistance. Staff scheduled meetings with Plainfield and
Warren. Duxbury requested CVRPC review of its draft Plan and assistance with public outreach.
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TRANSPORTATION

Counts: Contact Ashley Andrews, Andrews@cvregion.com.

In a cross-regional effort, staff installed pedestrian counters on Brandon Gap with the Catamount Trail
Association and the Rochester/Randolph Area Sport Trail Alliance. Staff processed the manual speed
count conducted in Duxbury village and provided the results to the Selectboard Chair.

Consultant Studies: CVRPC, VTrans, and the Towns reviewed draft reports for the East Montpelier and
Orange Intersection Alternative Studies. The final reports will be delivered in February.

Requests for Qualifications/Proposals: Staff released an RFQ to pre-qualify contractors to serve
CVRPC’s transportation program for three years. Pre-qualifying contractors will allow CVRPC to initiate
projects more quickly and reduce administrative time for the hiring process. The RFQ is available on the
State’s bid system website. CVRPC will assist Waterbury to scope a new Stowe Street bridge this spring.

Project Prioritization: Staff developed an informational document for Commissioners and Legislators on
FY17 regional priorities projects for the VTrans Capital Program. Prioritized projects are considered for
addition to the State’s Capital Program. Staff assisted the TAC as it started its FY18 effort. The TAC
ranked Town Highway Bridge Pre-Candidates in January, prioritizing the following five bridges:

CVRPC Ranking Town Name Road Name Route | Bridge Number
1 Northfield Village N Main St VT12 00060
2 Montpelier State St USBR2 0B2-1
3 Montpelier E Montpelier Rd us2 00064
4 Northfield Stony Brook Rd | C3008 00047
5 Northfield Rabbit Hollow Rd | C3057 00065

Park & Rides: Staff participated in an Alternatives presentation for the Exit 7 VT Route 62 Park and Ride
in Berlin. Staff engaged with VTrans, Town staff, and local residents regarding local concerns.

Public Transit: Staff provided outreach and attended GMT Next Gen Plan Capital District Service
Scenarios public meeting in Montpelier. CVRPC represents Central Vermont on the GMT Board of

Commissioners. Staff participated in the following Green Mountain Transit meetings:

e Strategy Committee — discussion of potential statewide transit funding scenarios

e Next Gen Advisory Committee — discussion of GMT system funding scenarios

e Board of Commissioners — fare analysis & Jeffersonville Commuter discussions

CVRPC recommended, and GMT agreed to host, a second meeting in Barre.
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Transportation Alternatives Program: CVRPC represents regional planning commissions on the Review
Committee for this State grant. Staff is reviewing applications. The Review Committee meets Feb. 13.

NATURAL RESOURCES

Tactical Basin Planning Assistance: Contact Pam DeAndrea, deandrea@cvregion.com.
The Tactical Basin Planning assistance with the VT DEC has picked up again this month for both the
Winooski and White River Watersheds. Staff is working on the following under this project:

e Completing outreach for Basin Plan development for the Winooski and White River watersheds ;

e Providing VT DEC with information on municipal protectiveness for flood resiliency measures
and river corridor planning;

e Assisting with river corridor bylaws and mapping;

e Participating in stakeholder meetings to identify priorities for the watersheds;

e Developing water quality projects for implementation;

e Establishing a Clean Water Advisory Committee (CWAC). The Committee will meet monthly to
learn about water quality policy and participate in project prioritization for Central Vermont
projects. CVRPC needs folks to join this committee. Contact Pam if you want to help direct
clean water work in Central Vermont.

The Draft Tactical Basin Plans for both the Winooski River and the White River will be ready this spring
and informational meetings on the plans will be coming up as well.

Grant Assistance: Contact Pam DeAndrea, deandrea@cvregion.com, for project development and grant
writing assistance for the Ecosystem Restoration Program (ERP). Staff submitted an ERP grant for
Fayston to remediate a river/road conflict on Murphy Road. Stormwater runoff, a perched culvert, and

erosion from the stream all contribute to an unstable steep bank.

Mad River Moretown Stream Geomorphic Assessment: The Draft River Corridor Plan for this project is
complete, and CVRPC is working with Vermont River Management, Bear Creek Environmental (who
completed the assessment), and watershed groups to conduct outreach on the study and the projects
identified in the plan. Moretown, Berlin and Duxbury are included in the plan. This plan identifies
potential improvement projects for water, flood resilience, and habitat enhancement. Contact Pam
DeAndrea, deandrea@cvregion.com.

Stormwater Master Plans: Contact Pam DeAndrea deandrea@cvregion.com.

Stormwater Master Plans help identify priority projects for implementation. They include 30% designs,
which allow projects to move forward into the Clean Water funding stream. Online story maps describe
the projects in each plan. Contact Pam to explore a stormwater master plan for your town or to apply
for funds for implementation for projects outlined in completed plans. The next round of grants are due
in mid-March 2018.
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Berlin - The plan is complete! A plan summary is available online through a story map at
https://watershedvt.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=ed2cc698e848454cad91l
4c45d9be33f7.

Barre Town, Barre City, and Plainfield — This joint plan is complete! Plan summaries for each town are

available online through the following story maps:

e Barre City: https://arcg.is/1XiK4T

e Barre Town:
https://watershedvt.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=925al0acace74ble8
67fd65111e854fc

e Plainfield: https://arcg.is/lemCm9

Kingsbury Branch - Watershed Consulting Associates (WCA) and CVRPC staff met with road foreman,
and town officials from Woodbury, Calais, and East Montpelier. Local information provides on-the-

ground insight into priority areas of erosion, flooding, and stormwater concerns so they can be
incorporated into the stormwater mitigation planning process. WCA also completed compilation of
available desktop data that will help hone in on stormwater problem areas.

Mad River — CVRPC, WCA, and the Friends of the Mad River met with road foreman, town officials, and
community stakeholders in the five Mad River Watershed towns for local insights. WCA completed
compilation of available desktop data that will help hone in on stormwater problem areas.

Water Street Northfield Stormwater Mitigation Project: CVRPC received funding through the
Ecosystem Restoration Program to work with Northfield in mitigating stormwater runoff at Water
Street. The project will complete final site design and construct a bioretention/infiltration system to
capture runoff from 48 acres of residential development. The project includes installation of a
Downstream Defender” an innovative vortex separator that removes particles, hydrocarbons, and
floatable debris. Staff met with the Town for the kickoff meeting and issued a Request for Proposals for
engineering design and construction oversight of the project.

Forest Integrity: Contact Clare Rock, rock@cvregion.com.

Staff will be presenting the second webinar on February 12, along with VNRC and VT Fish & Wildlife.

The final webinar will be held on March 12. To sign up, visit http://vcgi.vermont.gov/events/list. CVRPC
will have funding available in the fall and through 2019 to assist up to five towns to integrate forest

integrity into municipal plans. If your town is interested in assistance, please contact Clare.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Brownfields: Contact Clare Rock, rock@cvregion.com.

Staff attended the National Brownfields Conference. Assessment work continues on eight enrolled sites.
Three sites are approaching completion with Corrective Action Plans in final drafting and review stages.

Vermont Community Development Program: Staff assisted Cabot to resolve an undischarged mortgage
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lien related to a 1986 grant for a housing rehabilitation loan fund. CVRPC managed the grant for Cabot
and Marshfield. Given the age of the grant, most of the local, regional, and state documents had been
disposed of under records retention policies. CVRPC recovered a grant closeout letter and secured
additional documentation from the State and Town that allowed the transaction to close out.

Capital Budgets: CVRPC assisted Warren to update its capital budget. The Selectboard Chair noted that
capital budgeting has provided a useful tool for stabilizing the Town’s tax rate. If your town is interested
in capital budget assistance, please contact Bonnie at Waninger@cvregion.com. Transportation capital

budgeting can be helpful for the upcoming Municipal Roads General Permit.

Transportation Resiliency: VTrans requested CVRPC act as lead RPC for a potential project aimed at
integrating resiliency into state and local transportation decision making. The project assesses the
vulnerability of infrastructure and the consequences of its disruption and failure to score risk and guide
selection of mitigation actions. A pilot project in three watersheds helped develop and refine
methodology. VTrans is applying for federal funding to implement the methodology in four watersheds,
including at least one in Central Vermont. Selected watersheds will have had significant past damage
and have local commitment to using the technology and its results in decision making.

NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Professional Development: Staff participated in an interactive training on team development. Staff
attended “Managing Floodplain Development,” a 4-day course on the National Flood Insurance
Program. CVRPC is working to certify a second staff member as a Certified Floodplain Manager. Senior
Planner Pam DeAndrea is currently certified.

Administrative Services: CVRPC signed an administrative services agreement with the Cross Vermont
Trail Association (CVTA). CVRPC will provide payroll services and office space to CVTA.

Staff Conversations/Visits:
- Martin Hahn, VHCB — Requested a permit training for its housing staff; CVRPC will coordinate
- Joe Short, Northern Forest Center — Town Forest planning initiative coordination
- Betsy Ziegel, Plainfield Selectboard — Budgeting for local emergency management

Upcoming Meetings:

FEBRUARY

Feb12 2pm Act 171 Forest Integrity Requirements Webinar

Feb 13 7 pm Board of Commissioners, Central VT Chamber of Commerce, Berlin
Feb14 4 pm Brownfields Advisory Committee, CVRPC Office

Feb19 President’s Day Holiday, CVRPC Office Closed

Feb 22 4 pm Project Review Committee, CVRPC Office
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Feb 27 6 pm Transportation Advisory Committee, CVRPC Office

MARCH

Marl Noon Act 171 Forest Integrity Requirements Webinar

Mar5 4 pm Executive Committee, CVRPC Office

Mar13 7 pm Board of Commissioners, Central VT Chamber of Commerce, Berlin
Mar19 4 pm Brownfields Advisory Committee, CVRPC Office

Mar27 6 pm Transportation Advisory Committee, CVRPC Office

Mar22 4 pm Project Review Committee, CVRPC Office

Visit CVRPC’s web site at www.centralvtplanning.org to view our blog and for the latest planning

publications and news.

Staff Report

February 2018
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Executive Director’s Report
February 6, 2018

Shaping Input into the Future of Act 250
In February, the Executive Committee supported a staff proposal for shaping CVRPC’s input into
the future of Act 250.

The Commission on Act 250 is a subset of Legislators charged by the Legislature to review the
vision and implementation of Act 250 to insure it supports Vermont’s economic, environmental,
and land use planning goals over the next 50 years. In June 2018, the Commission will engage
Vermonters in a discussion of Act 250 and its future. CVRPC can help to shape that future by
participating in public meetings and submitting written comment.

The proposal recommended several avenues for garnering input, including:

e Surveying regional partners and municipalities,

e Targeted outreach to participants in the Act 250 process, such as engineering firms,
housing organizations, and municipalities,

e Summarizing comments received into broad categories for Commissioners,

e Engaging CVRPC’s Board members for their thoughts,

e Engaging CVRPC’s Project Review Committee in framing a recommendation to the Board
of Commissioners, and

e Crafting CVRPC’s final input for review by the Board of Commissioners.

The Legislature, State Agencies, municipalities, and other organizations look to regional
planning commissions for their long-term vision of the future, their integration of social,
community, and economic aspects of planning and development, and their ability to serve as
problem solvers who translate local needs and assets into publicly accountable actions and
investments.' Engaging in the discussion on Act 250’s future is an appropriate leadership role
for CVRPC. It also provides an excellent launching point for reinvigorating CVRPC's efforts to
complete Plan Central Vermont.

! VAPDA 2011 Statewide Strategic Assessment, National Association of Development Organizations, June 2011.
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Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission
Committee & Appointed Representative Reports February 2018

Meeting minutes for CVRPC Committees are available at www.centralvtplanning.org.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (Monday of week prior to Commission meeting; 4pm)

e Authorized a Notice to Proceed to hire Ormsby’s Computer Services for a 5-year IT Services
contract.

e Accepted a staff proposal to engage the region in developing CVRPC’'s comments on the future
of Act 250.

e Continued its discussion of conflict of interest and whether advocacy on behalf of a municipality
should be defined as having personal gain/benefit.

e Discussed potential Nominating Committee members.

e Approved a response letter to the Agency of Commerce regarding CVRPC's audit.

e Received an update from staff on a 1986 Community Development Block Grant to the Town of
Cabot. CVRPC managed the grant.

e Held an Executive Session to discuss a personnel evaluation.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE (February and March; scheduled by Committee)
Did not meet.

PROJECT REVIEW COMMITTEE (4" Thursday, 4pm)

The Project Review Committee continued its discussion of Substantial Regional Impact. The Committee
anticipates one more meeting before making a recommendation to the Board of Commissioners. The
Committee also reviewed the applications that have been submitted since their last meeting in October.
Of particular note was a Section 248 application for a battery storage facility in Barre Town. The
Committee may request the applicant provide a presentation to understand the impacts these facilities
may have. It is anticipated that more projects like this will be reviewed due to the need for renewable
energy to be accompanied by storage facilities that can expand the generation potential.

REGIONAL PLAN COMMITTEE (as needed; scheduled by Committee)

The Regional Plan Committee discussed possible updates to the land use element of the 2016 Central
Vermont Regional Plan. The specific updates were related to Act 171 and forest integrity. Since the
CVRPC is amending its regional plan to incorporate energy planning, the entire plan must be updated to
meet current statutory requirements. The Committee discussed the updated language and
recommended that the draft be forwarded to the full Commission for consideration of approval.

TOWN PLAN REVIEW COMMITTEE (as needed; scheduled by Committee)
Did not meet. Will meet on February 13" at 6:00pm to review the Waitsfield Town Plan.
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TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE (4" Tuesday; 6:30 pm)

The TAC started its review and prioritization of VTrans Capital Program Projects by ranking the Town
Highway Bridge Pre-Candidate list. This list prioritizes the region’s top Town Highway Bridges for
consideration and addition to the Capital Program. The five priority bridges are included in the Staff
Report. In February, the TAC will continue its review and prioritization of VTrans Capital Program
Projects.

BROWNFIELDS ADVISORY COMMITTEE (4" Monday, 4pm)
e Site progress update by Kurt Muller of The Johnson Company.

— Granite Works will need supplemental field sampling.

— Bonacorsi field work begins in February.

— Montpelier Union Elementary School used a site-specific, risk assessment threshold
developed by the Vermont Department of Health. Cut-and-fill calculations are in
progress for the Corrective Action Plan.

— Woodbury Country Store field sampling plan under review by EPA and DEC.

e Approved reallocating funds among various phases of the Ayer Autobody site to fund off site
sampling.
e Discussed potential changes to the site prioritization process.

CLEAN WATER ADVISORY COMMITTEE (to be determined)
No activity.

ENERGY ADVISORY COMMITTEE (As needed; scheduled by committee)
Did not meet.

VERMONT ASSOCIATION OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT AGENCIES
The January Director’s meeting included:

e Bill Shouldice presented findings from the Vermont Futures Project.

e Discussed legislative issues. There will be an attempt to clarify the preferred energy siting
locations as they related to brownfields. There was a discussion of what happens when
individual RPCs disagree with the VAPDA legislative committee position. Agreed RPCs would
communicate positions and keep each other informed about if/when an RPC is scheduled to
testify in the legislature. There is not a consensus on supporting a water quality authority, but
there is conceptual support for a funding mechanism for water quality work. There is support
for extending designations to an 8 year timeframe.

e Clay Purvis from the Public Service Department presented on the Broadband Action Plan. New
data is available on broadband coverage around the state.

The February Director’s and Agencies meeting included:
e Joe Segale presented on the Transportation Flood Resilient Planning Tool (see Staff Reports).
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e Reviewed a draft list of points for discussion with ANR and the Legislature regarding water
quality funding. Identified areas of consensus and differences.

e Learned ANR will not be proposing a fee bill this year. Historically, State Agencies take turns
modifying fees in a 3-year cycle. Questions remain as to whether this means ANR will not be
modifying the Municipal Roads General Permit flat fee of $2,000 per municipality.

e Significant discussion with ACCD regarding confusion being caused by the Municipal Planning
Grant program requirement to bid some projects and not others, particularly as it relates to
municipal requests for assistance with RFPs and what services municipalities can and should
access from RPCs.

e ACCD and DEC are planning a 5-year initiative regarding wastewater solutions for villages. DEC
plans to assist 5 towns over the next 5 years and bring 3 to completion. RPCs recommended
specific villages for assistance.

VERMONT ECONOMIC PROGRESS COUNCIL
No applications from Central Vermont.

GREEN MOUNTAIN TRANSIT

e Reviewed a fare structure analysis. Fare free considerations were discussed; fare free systems
are most often found in small rural communities, resort areas, and regions dominated by college
ridership (75%+). Five fare structure alternatives were presented along with how each would
potentially affect GMT’s ridership and annual revenue.

e Discussed the Jeffersonville Commuter and upcoming Town Meeting votes. Local communities
did not fully fund the route’s match last year, and GMT accessed its rural fund balance to
support the route. The GMT Board may be faced with a similar decision this year.

e Representative Curtis McCormack has submitted a name change request (H.604). With
legislative action, the organization’s official name would change from Chittenden County
Transportation Authority to Green Mountain Transit Authority. GMT is the organization’s
current dba name.

MAD RIVER VALLEY PLANNING DISTRICT

The Planning District discussed the 2017 Housing Study. This conversation provided a more in-depth
analysis on possible actions moving forward to help establish additional affordable housing in the Valley.
The full report is available on the MRVPD’s website at: http://www.mrvpd.org/

Committee & Appointed Representative Reports February 2018
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