Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission

March 13, 2012

Minutes

Present were:

Barre City:  
Michael Miller-absent


Plainfield:  David Strong
Barre Town:
Byron Atwood-absent


Roxbury: 
Mark Nicholson-absent      

Waitsfield: Harrison Snapp-absent
Berlin: Bob Wernecke




Warren: Don La Haye
Cabot: Dick Payne

            
           

  Craig Klofach-absent
Calais: Peter Brough-absent



Washington: Ray McCormack-absent
Richard DeWolfe-absent




Carol Davis-absent
Duxbury:





Waterbury: Gunner McCain









        Allan Thompson-absent
East Montpelier: Tim Carver
 


Williamstown: Larry Hebert-absent
    Eric Esseltyn-absent

Woodbury:  Janet Shatney-absent






         David Barnowski-absent

Fayston: 





Worcester: Bill Arrand
Marshfield: Jon Groveman-absent
Middlesex: Ronald Krauth

Montpelier: Tina Ruth
Moretown:    Robert Roberts-absent
Northfield: Art Supplee

        Steve Fitzhugh-absent
Orange: George Malek

Staff: S. Sinclair, L. Emery, J. Mojo
Others:  Sam Andersen, Central VT Economic Development Corporation; Tom Pelham, Campaign for Vermont
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m.
The minutes of the February 14, 2012 Commission meeting were accepted as written.

Staff Report Additions:    The Executive Committee adopted CVRPC’s Administrative and Financial Management Policies and Procedures which outline CVRPC’s operational processes.  The Commission’s procurement procedures are also being reviewed to update where appropriate.
The first meeting of the Joint CVRPC/CVEDC Committee on Consolidation was held.  The Committee is organizing the details of what needs to be reviewed and what the approach should be.  They will be meeting twice a month. G. McCain is Chair of the Committee, and Josh Fitzhugh of CVEDC is Vice-Chair.

Nominating Committee – Initial Report for May Election of Officers and At-Large Members of the Executive Committee:  The Executive Committee is currently comprised of:  Chair Bob Wernecke, Vice-Chair, Don La Haye (who will be leaving the Executive Committee), Treasurer Ray McCormack (who also will be leaving the Committee), Secretary Tim Carver, and 3 at large members:  Ron Krauth, George Malek, and Byron Atwood.  
Replacements for Vice-Chair and Treasurer will be needed and could come from the current at-large members, and then new at large members elected.  The Nominating Committee Guidelines recommend that the vice-chair be someone who has been on the Executive Committee for at least one year and will be willing to become chair the following year.  The person nominated for the Treasurer’s position should be someone who has been on the Commission for at least a year and has a good attendance record.

Bill Arrand stated his interest in serving as an at large member.  Others interested in serving on the Executive Committee should contact the Nominating Committee members to let them know.  The Nominating Committee will be providing the full slate at the April meeting of the Commission.  Staff will prepare and mail ballots following the April meeting.  The ballots are to be returned before the May Commission meeting, and results of the election will be announced at the May annual meeting.

Vermont’s Budgeting Process:  Tom Pelham, former: Commissioner of the Department of Housing and Community Affairs, Secretary of Finance, Commissioner of Taxes, and Vermont Legislator, was introduced.  T. Pelham is also a co-founder of the Campaign for Vermont organization.

T. Pelham identified the factors that affect Vermont’s budget, including growth in annual population (which for Vermont has been slow at .27%), school enrollment which is down by 1.35% annually, GSP grew 4.06% but inflation has seen an annual growth of 3.9%, and total funds have increased 6.84% with State-only funds increasing 5.88%.  The Agency in State government that grew the most is the Agency of Human Services at 8% with State-only funds at 6.51%.
The total State budget has grown annually by 4% from 2008 to 2013.  The General Fund is growing more slowly than the Agency of Human Services’ budget.

The other significant factor in the budget is the Education Fund.  Student population has decreased, but expenditures have increased by 3.47% per year plus any Federal funds received by schools.  Expenditure per pupil has increased by 4.78% annually, and the income sensitivity adjustment is growing annually by 8%.

Per capita personal income in Vermont is 27th of 51 nationwide.  The Vermont pupil to teacher ratio is 9.8 which is the lowest nationwide with the median nationwide being 14.4 pupils per teacher.  If Vermont’s pupil to teacher ratio was similar to Massachusetts at 13.6, Vermont could save $224 million.  Education spending is “squeezing” out what could be spent on other programs or could become a reduction in property taxes.  
T. Pelham recommended that people speak with their legislators about the Education fund and issues like school consolidation.    The growth in the State’s budget needs to be something that taxpayers can sustain; it needs to be affordable.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:36 p.m.  
Respectfully submitted,
Laurie Emery
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