Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission

April 10, 2012

Minutes

Present were:

Barre City:  
Michael Miller


Plainfield:  David Strong-absent
Barre Town:
Byron Atwood



Roxbury: 
Mark Nicholson-absent      

Waitsfield: Harrison Snapp-absent
Berlin: Bob Wernecke




Warren: Don La Haye
Cabot: Dick Payne-absent

            
           
Craig Klofach-absent
Calais: Peter Brough-absent



Washington: Ray McCormack-absent
Richard DeWolfe-absent




Carol Davis-absent
Duxbury:





Waterbury: Gunner McCain-absent








        Allan Thompson-absent
East Montpelier: Tim Carver
 


Williamstown: Larry Hebert

    Eric Esseltyn


Woodbury:  Janet Shatney-absent






         David Barnowski-absent

Fayston: 





Worcester: Bill Arrand
Marshfield: Michael Schumacher
Middlesex: Ronald Krauth

Montpelier: Tina Ruth
Moretown:    Robert Roberts-absent
Northfield: Art Supplee-absent

        Steve Fitzhugh
Orange: George Malek-absent
Staff: S. Sinclair, L. Emery, J. Mojo, J. Cassino, D. Currier
Others:  Sam Andersen, Central VT Economic Development Corporation; F. Thumm, Central VT Solid Waste District; J. Danielle, CVRPC’s representative to the Northern VT RC&D
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m.
The minutes of the March 13, 2012 Commission meeting were accepted as written noting that J. Mojo was not present and J. Cassino was.
Staff Report Additions:    CVRPC’s new website should be “live” on April 16.  The URL address remains the same (www.centralvtplanning.org); the design is updated and navigation is more user-friendly.  CVRPC’s newsletter will be out by the end of April.  The Commission’s Annual Meeting is scheduled for May 8, 5:30 p.m., Central VT Chamber conference room, with a light dinner and guest speaker Eric Nuse, VT game warden and author.  
Joint CVRPC/CVEDC Committee on Consolidation:  The Committee meets the first and third Wednesdays at 4:00 p.m. at 139 State Street, Montpelier in the Union Mutual Insurance Company office.  As they become available, notes from each meeting will be provided to commissioners and local officials.  

CVEDC Career and Job Fair:  Seven hundred and thirty one students from 10 schools attended the career fair and over 500 job seekers attended the job portion of the fair.  CVEDC will provide a town by town demographic breakdown in June.

J. Danielle announced the Echo Bear Fair in Barre City on April 21 and 22.  It is an energy fair put on by the joint Barre City and Barre Town energy committee.
Report of the Nominating Committee:  The Nominating Committee presented the following slate of officers for the 2012/2013 year:
Chair:  Bob Wernecke, Berlin

Vice-Chair:  Don La Haye, Warren

Treasurer:  Byron Atwood, Town of Barre

Secretary:  Tim Carver, East Montpelier

At-large members of the Executive Committee:  M. Miller, Barre City; Ron Krauth, Middlesex; and George Malek, Orange.

It was moved and seconded to accept the slate of officers and at large members of the Executive Committee as presented by the Nominating Committee.  Nominations from the floor were opened.  Hearing none, nominations were closed and the slate of officers and at-large members of the Executive Committee were accepted.

Ballots will be mailed to Commissioners for return prior to the May 8 annual meeting.  The results will be announced at the annual meeting.

Regional Broadband Plan:  Jen Mojo, Jackie Cassino, and Dan Currier have been working on the broadband grant to develop a regional broadband plan.  The plan will outline where there is sufficient coverage and where it’s lacking and will identify weaknesses and strengths in the system and make recommendations.  The grant is funding each of the 11 regions’ broadband plans.  The Commission will be asked to endorse the final plan, although it is not a plan with any regulatory authority.

The needs and goals of the Region are being identified by a technology team of local officials, staff, and representatives of various user sectors.  The primary purpose is to expand and increase access to broadband.  Public input has been received via a survey that was released last fall, and additional opportunities for input will be provided through forums where the plan will be discussed.  The plan is scheduled to be completed by September 2012 and will include actions for implementation.

Sector analyses of various areas were done, including:  business, education, libraries, media, health care, agriculture, municipal services, and emergency services.  The analyses identified strengths, weaknesses, barriers, and threats to providing greater access to broadband.  People are being asked to report where cell coverage is lacking or calls are dropped.  This can be done by going to www.broadbandvt.org and clicking the appropriate link. 

Discussion ensued on how to get more towers or antennae located in the Region to enhance coverage region-wide.  It was suggested that since more towers are needed that this should be a recommendation included in the broadband plan.  It was also suggested that the permit process for siting towers needs to be streamlined.  It was suggested that CVRPC could assist towns in identifying where towers would be most appropriate.  Inter-modulation studies can be done to ascertain the best location to provide the most coverage.
It was queried whether education on the access and use of broadband was part of the broadband plan.  Education is one of the primary barriers to accessing broadband.  The plan will identify what is needed and recommend actions, including education about radiation that some feel is emitted by cell towers.

The intent is that the regional broadband plans will inform the State’s broadband plan. The Governor wants statewide access by 2015.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.  
Respectfully submitted,
Laurie Emery
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