Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission

April 9, 2013
Minutes

Present were:

Barre City:  
Michael Miller


Plainfield:  David Strong








        Robert Atchinson-absent
Barre Town:
Byron Atwood



Roxbury:   David McShane
Mark Nicholson-absent      

Waitsfield:  Don La Haye







Harrison Snapp-absent
Berlin: Bob Wernecke




Warren: Craig Klofach-absent
Cabot: Dick Payne



            
  
Calais:
Rolf Mueller




Washington: 







Duxbury:





Waterbury: Gunner McCain

        

East Montpelier: Tim Carver
 


Williamstown: Larry Hebert

     Julie Potter-absent


Woodbury:  Janet Shatney






         David Barnowski-absent

Fayston:   Carol Chamberlin



Worcester: Bill Arrand
Marshfield:  Faeterri Silver
Middlesex: Ronald Krauth

Montpelier: Tina Ruth

        Kim Cheney-absent
Moretown:    Deb Sargent-absent
Northfield: Art Supplee-absent   
Orange: George Malek-absent
Staff: S. Sinclair, L. Emery, J. Cassino, K. McKee
Others:  Sam Andersen, CT VT Economic Development Corporation; Chris Cochran, Agency of Commerce and Community Development, Downtown Program
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m.
The minutes of the March 12 , 2013 Commission meeting were accepted as written. 
Staff Report Additions:   Kim McKee, CVRPC's new Assistant Planner,was introduced, as were the new Commissioners in attendance.  S. Sinclair expressed her willingness to meet with Commissioners at the office or in their town to answer any questions about regional planning and how we interact with town planning and the work that we do at CVRPC.  Staff updated the Commissioners on the situation with the Moretown Landfill closure.  Staff also reported on the enhanced consultations noting that only 4 remained to be completed.
Nominating Committee:  G. McCain delivered the report of the Nominating Committee listing the following nominees:  Chair: Don LaHaye, Warren; Vice-Chair: Byron Atwood, Barre Town; Treasurer:  Mike Miller, Barre City; Secretary:  Tina Ruth, Montpelier; as at large members of the Executive Committee:  George Malek, Orange; David Strong, Plainfield; and Bob Wernecke (past chair), Berlin.  
Nominations from the floor were opened.  Hearing none, nominations were closed, and it was moved, seconded, and unanimously approved to nominate the slate as listed.  Ballots will be mailed to each Commissioner for return to the office before the May meeting.  The results of the balloting will be announced at the May 14 meeting of the Commission.

Downtown, Village, and Growth Center Designation Program:  C. Cochran reviewed the concept, parameters, and advantages of having one's village or downtown area designated as such by applying to the State for this designation.   Having growth occur in downtowns and villages preserves, conserves, and supports efficient investment in infrastructure, rural character, the working landscape, natural and historic resources, and development in appropriate places.  The Central Vermont communities of Barre City, Montpelier, and Waterbury have downtowns designated by the Program, and East Montpelier, Northfield, Plainfield, Waitsfield , Warren, and Worcester have villages designated.  (These 9 represent 39% of the communities in Central Vermont.)   For additional information on the Program, C. Cochran suggested visiting the Agency's website at www.accd.vermont.gov/strong_communities for more information.
Thanks were extended to C. Cochran for his presentation and especially for his assistance to the regional commission and member towns following Tropical Storm Irene. 

May 14, 2013 Meeting of the Commission:  We will be receiving the report of the Joint Committee on Consolidation in the next week or so and will plan on holding a discussion at the May Commission meeting.  Local officials are encouraged to participate in this discussion.  The Committee's report will be provided in advance of the meeting to all local officials for whom we have email; nearly 200, as well as appointed town officials.  If a town wants additional information or a presentation, CVRPC will make them at the town's request.

CVEDC:  Sam Andersen reported on the Job Fair held recently at which there were approximately 785 people in attendance.  CVEDC has been working with businesses with unmet funding needs resulting from the flooding events of 2011.  Forty-two businesses will be getting assistance.  Central VT Community Action is administering this Community Development Block Grant.
Commissioners applauded the members of the  Joint Committee on Consolidation for their work and commitment.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:42 p.m.  
Respectfully submitted,
Laurie Emery
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