Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission

April 8, 2014
Minutes
Present were:

Barre City:  
Michael Miller


Plainfield:  David Strong; Robert Atchinson

Barre Town:
Byron Atwood



Roxbury:   David McShane-absent
Mark Nicholson-absent      

Waitsfield:  Don La Haye







Harrison Snapp-absent
Berlin: Bob Wernecke
-absent



Warren: Craig Klofach-absent
Cabot: Dick Payne-absent



            
Dan Raddock - absent
Calais:






Washington: 
Gary Winders-absent
Duxbury: Brian Fitzgerald-absent


Waterbury: Gunner McCain-absent
East Montpelier: Tim Carver


 
Williamstown: Larry Hebert



Julie Potter



Woodbury:  
Fayston:  Carol Chamberlin-absent


Worcester:  Bill Arrand
Marshfield:  Faeterri Silver
Middlesex: Ronald Krauth

Montpelier: Tina Ruth

        Kim Cheney-absent
Moretown:    Dara Torre-absent
Northfield:  Laura Hill-Eubanks
Orange: George Malek

Staff: S. Sinclair, L. Emery, D. Currier, K. McKee, S. Smith, A. Norris
Others:  S. Andersen, Central VT Economic Development Corporation; W. Colgan, Plainfield Planning Commission, B. Buchanan, Plainfield Conservation Commission.
The meeting was called to order at 7:03 p.m.  
There being a quorum present of the Executive Committee, the minutes of the March 11, 2014 CVRPC meeting were accepted by the Executive Committee as written.  The twelfth Commissioner arrived to establish a quorum of Commissioners just after the motion was approved.
Staff Report Updates:  Amelia Norris, Assistant Planner, was introduced and welcomed by Commissioners.  The Plan Central Vermont update was included with the agenda.  In addition to that update, the Economic Development working group is meeting April 16, the housing section of the Regional Profile is now on the website for input and comments, a student from Harwood Union High School will be participating as a youth member of the Regional Plan Draft Review Committee, and that Committee will be meeting to finalize the draft economic development goals which are also posted on the website.  The economic development section of the data profile will be updated at the next working group meeting and also posted on the website.
CVEDC Update:  CVEDC held their annual job fair and had an increase in the number of businesses participating from 40 last year to 64 this year.  In addition, there were 856 job seekers compared to 750 last year.

Report of the Nominating Committee:  The Committee presented the slate of officers and at large members of the Executive Committee as follows:  Chair:  Don La Haye, Waitsfield;  Vice-chair:  Byron Atwood, Town of Barre; Treasurer:  Mike Miller, City of Barre; Secretary:  Tina Ruth, Montpelier; and three at large members:  George Malek, Orange; Bob Wernecke, Berlin; and Dave Strong, Plainfield.  
The floor was opened for nominations.  There being none, nominations were closed and the slate as offered by the Nominating Committee was accepted. Commissioners will receive a ballot in the mail which is to be mailed back to staff.  The voting results will be announced at the May 13 meeting of the Commission, which is the annual meeting.

Public Hearing on the Approval of the 2014 Plainfield Town Plan and Confirmation of the Town's Planning  Process:   The hearing was convened at 7:15 p.m.  Staff presented the review of the 2014 Plainfield Town Plan noting that the Plan update was a very collaborative process, that the public participation process went beyond the requirements,  that it includes a goal for widespread involvement in planning and decision-making,  and contains goals and strategies for an improved planning process. All strategies within the Plan feature responsible parties and prioritized timelines for implementation. The strategies are a good combination of regulatory and non-regulatory steps.  The Plan sets the stage for regulatory revisions through directive terms such as develop, adopt and implement.  The Natural Environment chapter is very thorough in both the narrative and goals/strategies and focuses on air quality, groundwater quality, and natural resource protection. The Plan includes a build out projection for future development which is incorporated into the strategies to influence future zoning changes.  

It was suggested that future Plan updates would benefit from expanding how affordable housing is addressed.  There could also be greater discussion on potential partnerships among municipalities and compatibility with surrounding town plans and the Regional Plan. The Economic Development section would benefit from the inclusion of commuting patterns.  The 2014 Plainfield Town Plan contains the essential elements of a municipal plan and makes progress towards attainment of the statutory goals.  The Town Plan Review Committee recommends that the Commission approve the Plan and confirm the Town's planning process.
The resolution to approve the 2014 Plainfield Town Plan and confirm the Town's planning process was moved, seconded, and adopted unanimously.

It was noted that Plainfield will be applying for Village Center designation and is also interested in applying for a municipal planning grant to develop zoning changes to implement the Plan.

The public hearing was adjourned.

Geomorphic Assessment and Landslide Analysis of the Great Brook in Plainfield:   The assessment and analysis have resulted in the development of a corridor plan and fluvial erosion hazard (FEH) zone for Great Brook, as well as an analysis of landslide risk along stretches of the Brook.  This data was then used to generate a landslide hazard zone.  The data and conclusions will be used to develop stream restoration and protection measures within the watershed and assist with flood resiliency planning.   The landslide analysis identified areas along the Brook that are at risk or have already been affected by landslides.  It should be noted that it will take many years for the landslides to begin to stabilize.  The landslide hazard zone is a first step toward developing a comprehensive fluvial erosion hazard zone for the Brook.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Laurie Emery
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