Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission
April 14, 2015

Draft Minutes
Present were:
Barre City:  Janet Shatney



Plainfield:  David Strong






       

Robert Atchinson-absent
Barre Town: Byron Atwood
Roxbury:   David McShane-absent
                       Mark Nicholson-absent      
Waitsfield:  Don La Haye


Harrison Snapp-absent
Berlin: Bob Wernecke
Warren:  Camilla Behn-absent
Cabot: Dick Payne-absent                                                        Washington: Gary Winders-absent


Calais:  Paul Rose
Waterbury:  Steve Lotspeich
             John Brabant-absent
Williamstown: Larry Hebert
Duxbury: Brian Fitzgerald
Woodbury:
East Montpelier: Julie Potter
Worcester:  Bill Arrand
                     Jack Pauly

Fayston:  Carol Chamberlin-absent



Marshfield:  
Middlesex: Ronald Krauth
Montpelier: Tina Ruth

        Kim Cheney-absent
Moretown:    Dara Torre
Northfield:  Laura Hill-Eubanks
Orange: George Malek
Staff: L. Emery, K. McKee, G. Aloisio
Others:  S. Andersen, Central VT Economic Development Corporation
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m.
The minutes of the March 10, 2015 CVRPC meeting were accepted as written.
Staff Report Additions:   Personnel changes:  Kim McKee, who is leaving CVRPC, was thanked for her excellent work and her initiative in the development of the Plan Central Vermont process.  On April 3, Sue Sinclair was presented with a plaque from the Commission on which the 23 towns are listed and thanking her for her work as Executive Director.  Bonnie Waninger will be starting as Executive Director on April 20. Bonnie has worked in municipal and regional planning in Vermont for a number of years, including as planner and Assistant Director at Northwest Regional Planning and as Executive Director at Lamoille County Planning Commission.
The public hearings to amend the 2008 Regional Plan have been warned for the Commission meetings scheduled for May 12 and June 9, 7 p.m., Central Vermont Chamber conference room, Berlin.  Envelopes containing the proposed amendments will be distributed at the end of tonight's meeting and mailed to those Commissioners not in attendance.
Staff will be leading two training topics:  Essentials of Land Use Planning, and Shared Municipal Services.  These can be held in any town where there is need and interest.  Please let Gail Aloisio know.

Central Vermont Economic Development Corporation (CVEDC):  The Sixth Annual Central Vermont Job Fair was held with 70 vendors/businesses present and 791 job-seekers.  The number of job-seekers is slightly lower than in 2014 when there were 863.  It's good to see this number decreasing.  S. Andersen will provide demographic data in May and the report will be on the CVEDC website.
Report of the Nominating Committee and Nominations from the Floor:  The Nominating Committee presented the slate of officers and three at large members of the Executive Committee, including:


Chair- 

Byron Atwood, Town of Barre


Vice-Chair:  
Julie Potter, East Montpelier


Treasurer: 
David Strong, Plainfield


Secretary:  
Tina Ruth, Montpelier


At-large members:  Don La Haye, Waitsfield and past Chair; Laura Hill-Eubanks, Northfield, and Larry Hebert, 



   Williamstown.  

The nominees represent a regional mix and diverse experience.  It was moved, seconded and unanimously approved to accept the slate as presented.  

The floor was opened for nominations.  Hearing none, nominations were closed.

Utilities, Facilities and Services Amendments to the 2008 Regional Plan:  The proposed amendments for this element note the new language by underlining and the language to be deleted by strike through.  It was explained that a more extensive update will be done for the 2016 Regional Plan with continued involvement of the working group and staff.
Regarding the amendments for the 2008 Regional Plan Utilities, Facilities, and Services element, some of the data is not being updated, but since the amendments are to a 2008 Plan that expires in September 2016, it's not necessary for all of the data to be updated.  It was noted that there are some formatting issues and those will be fixed.  On page 5-18, second paragraph, last line, "select board" should be "voters," and that change will be made.

Page 5-6, Wastewater Systems:  The table shows that most wastewater systems are operating at 50% capacity, so there is existing capacity for growth.  However, it was noted that where storm water also comes into the wastewater system, the 50% capacity may be a lot less in a high rain event.  It would be good to recommend that storm water drainage not go into wastewater systems.  Table 1 under wastewater systems should include the Town of Berlin's system which is Town operated, but disposal goes to Montpelier's treatment facility.  It might be more informative to include municipal wastewater systems rather than wastewater treatment facilities.  The towns are responsible for allocation decisions regarding municipal wastewater systems.  It was noted that this section does not address distribution and who manages the system; municipal systems are defined by who decides who connects.  It was agreed that this section should be edited to clarify the distinction.  
The key issues regarding wastewater systems are the age of the infrastructure and management of the assets.  In discussing total maximum daily load (TMDL) for the Lake Champlain basin, it was noted that storm water and agriculture runoff need to be addressed more so than upgrading treatment facilities.  The cost is significantly higher to upgrade facilities and the reduction in phosphorous is significantly lower.  

In the broadband section, it was suggested that other resources be included regarding internet speed and capacity since they continue to be challenging.  It is also recognized that the siting of cell towers, wind towers, and solar panels are issues of concern to Central Vermont residents.  Towns should have more input and stature in the Public Service Department certificate of need process.

Goals, Policies, and Strategies:  On page 5-61, goals 15 and 16 are intended to be deleted.  However, it was stated that as built plans for public systems should be required and that storage for both access and protection of the plans should be adequately provided by towns.  After further discussion, it was agreed to keep goal 16, but reword to identify plans for "public systems."  
On page 5-63, Electric Power, policy # 5, after discussion it was agreed to give this policy further consideration for the 2016 Regional Plan.  

On page 5-64, policy 7.D--This should be re-worded to reflect major transmission poles and broadened to include safety, site distance, and environmental concerns.  Further discussion brought consensus to delete 7.D and expand policy number 10 since 7.D is duplicating policy 10.

There being no further discussion, it was moved, seconded, and unanimously approved to accept the amendments to the Utilities, Facilities, and Services element of the 2008 Regional Plan, including discussed changes.

Other Business:  Recognition was given to George Malek and Bob Wernecke for their long service on the Executive Committee.
Next CVRPC Meeting:  The next Commission meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 12, 2015.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
 Laurie Emery


