Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission

December 10, 2013
Minutes
Present were:

Barre City:  
Michael Miller-absent


Plainfield:  David Strong








        Robert Atchinson-absent
Barre Town:
Byron Atwood



Roxbury:   David McShane-absent
Mark Nicholson-absent      

Waitsfield:  Don La Haye-absent






Harrison Snapp-absent
Berlin: Bob Wernecke




Warren: Craig Klofach-absent
Cabot: Dick Payne



            
Dan Raddock - absent
Calais:
Rolf Mueller




Washington: 
Gary Winders-absent




Duxbury: Brian Fitzgerald



Waterbury: Gunner McCain-absent

        

East Montpelier: Tim Carver

 

Williamstown: Larry Hebert



Julie Potter






   






Woodbury:  Janet Shatney-absent
Fayston:  Carol Chamberlin-absent


Worcester:  Bill Arrand
Marshfield:  Faeterri Silver
Middlesex: Ronald Krauth-absent
Montpelier: Tina Ruth

        Kim Cheney-absent
Moretown:    Dara Torre-absent
Northfield:  Laura Hill-Eubanks
Orange: George Malek-absent
Staff: S. Sinclair, L. Emery

Others:  S. Pealer, Agency of Natural Resources River Management Division; A. Brown, City of Montpelier Planning Department; S. Andersen, Central VT Economic Development Corporation.
The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m.  
Minutes of the CVRPC meeting of November 12, 2013 were accepted noting that Bill Arrand, Worcester, was in attendance and that R. Graham, Williamstown, was only appointed as an alternate for the October 2013 meeting.
CVRPC and CVEDC:  The Executive Committee of CVRPC agreed that we should clarify our  goal to collaborate with the Central VT Economic Development Corporation, identify some projects, and meet with the CVEDC Executive Committee to pursue collaboration.

Staff Report Updates:  Plan Central Vermont:  To date, 160 responses have been received to the regional priorities survey.  The Regional Plan Draft Review Committee will be meeting on December 19 at CVRPC to review the results and to work on a vision statement for the Plan.  The TAC (Transportation Advisory Committee) is reviewing the transportation element goals and policies.  The Economic Development working group will be meeting in January.  Other things being done include:  staff is developing a data profile of the Region, interviews of local citizens being done by high school students are being completed and will be available on our YouTube channel, the logo design is completed, and the Plan Central Vermont website is expected to be launched in January.  
It was stated that the priorities survey may be biased based on the questions asked and the choices provided.  It was noted that we don't know of a better way to ask and answer the questions, but we will keep in mind the potential for any bias.  The priorities asked about in the survey were those contained in the 2008 Regional Plan. 
Staff continues to work on the Community Development Block Grant-Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) applications  assisting towns with their eligible projects.  The Northfield application has been submitted, and staff is working with Warren, Waitsfield, East Montpelier, and Plainfield on these CDBG-DR applications.

Report of Central VT Economic Development Corporation:  The State Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS)  working group is preparing a draft report for January 2014.  The report will contain two columns of projects; infrastructure that Federal dollars could fund, and projects suggested by towns.  The CEDS will also be used by the State Administration for strategic planning.
CVEDC is waiting to hear whether CVCAC/CVEDC and Green Mountain Economic Development Corporation are awarded more funds for assistance to businesses impacted by Tropical Storm Irene.

Planning for Flood Resilience:  Presentation by S. Pealer, Central Vermont Floodplain Manager, Rivers Program, VT Department of Environmental Conservation.   S. Pealer noted the change in value of claims made over the last several years; 1978 to 2010 claims totaled $7.9 million;  2011 they totaled $49.2 million, and 2012 they totaled $61.58 million.  She further stated that climate scientists state that heavy rain events have been increasing in Northeast USA, and there's no reason to think that the trend won't continue impacting us all, but particularly where buildings are near the river.
There are multiple levels of strategies that can be used to reduce or avoid losses due to flooding, including:


--  Homeowners:  How to prepare if living in or near the floodplain:  get flood insurance, flood proof




your buildings, elevate or relocate them.


-- Municipalities:  Regulate where development occurs.


-- State/Federal government:  Develop data to identify hazardous areas and provide examples of how to 



regulate with the best results reasonable.
Vermont's Act 16 enacted during the 2013 legislative session requires that, after June 30, 2014, a flood resilience element be part of local and regional plans, and encourages that other complementing documents (such as local hazard mitigation plans and flood hazard bylaws) be adopted, as well, and be identified in the flood resilience element so that the documents are interconnected.  The flood resilience element can recommend that there be no new development in the flood hazard areas, that natural flood-reducing areas be protected and restored, and that there be sufficient emergency response and preparedness.

It should be noted that a FEMA-approved local hazard mitigation plan will make a community eligible for FEMA disaster funding.

People are asked to comment on the State's flood resilient communities program at tinyurl.com/floodresilience and visit the site to see the resources available.  This program is being developed to assist communities with flood resilient planning.  The five identified steps for resiliency planning include:  assess the hazards, including public and private dams; protect; reduce; prepare; and insure through the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).
The Emergency Relief Assistance Fund (ERAF) provides funds if a disaster is declared and helps to pay for public infrastructure repairs.    There is a local and State match if a town qualifies. It's important to note that the higher the municipality's community rating is in the NFIP Community Rating System (CRS), the more funding there is available.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:28 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Laurie Emery
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