Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission

February 12, 2013
Minutes

Present were:

Barre City:  
Michael Miller-absent


Plainfield:  David Strong








        Robert Atchinson-absent
Barre Town:
Byron Atwood



Roxbury: 
Mark Nicholson-absent      

Waitsfield:  Don La Haye







Harrison Snapp-absent
Berlin: Bob Wernecke




Warren: Craig Klofach-absent
Cabot: Dick Payne



            
  
Calais:






Washington: 







Duxbury:





Waterbury: Gunner McCain-absent

        

East Montpelier: Tim Carver
 


Williamstown: Larry Hebert

    Eric Esseltyn-absent

Woodbury:  Janet Shatney-absent






         David Barnowski-absent

Fayston: 





Worcester: Bill Arrand
Marshfield: Michael Schumacher-absent
Middlesex: Ronald Krauth

Montpelier: Tina Ruth-absent

        Kim Cheney-absent
Moretown:    Deb Sargent-absent
Northfield: Art Supplee
Orange: George Malek

Staff: S. Sinclair, L. Emery, J. Cassino
Others:  Sam Andersen, CT VT Economic Development Corporation,  Sasha Bianchi, VT Department of Health Healthy Communities Program
Prior to the Commission meeting, the Executive Committee met briefly to approve a contract with the VT Department of Environmental Conservation for $12,954 for storm water planning and design work to be done in Northfield.  It was moved, seconded, and unanimously approved to authorize the Chair to sign the contract.

The meeting was called to order at 7:06 p.m.
The minutes of the January 8, 2013 Commission meeting were accepted as written. 
Staff Report Additions:   Towns will be notified of VTrans' town roads codes and standards.  Adoption of the standards will affect FEMA reimbursement for future disaster-related repairs.  It was queried whether there was a public comment period before the codes and standards were adopted by VTrans.  The standards don't seem to distinguish clearly between maintenance and new construction.
Central VT Economic Development and Green Mountain Economic Development have received a $1 million Community Development grant for unmet business needs as a result of the 2011 disaster events.  Contact S. Andersen for more information.

Nominating Committee Appointments:  R. Wernecke, L. Hebert, and G. McCain were appointed as the members of the Nominating Committee with G. McCain designated as the Chair.   The Committee will present an initial report at the March Commission meeting, and a final slate of officers and 3 at large Executive Committee members at the April meeting at which time nominations can be made from the floor.  Ballots will be prepared following the April meeting and mailed to Commissioners.  The results of the balloting will be announced at the May Annual Meeting of the Commission.
Land Use Planning Process:  Discussion ensued on the language contained in House bill 9 regarding local and regional plans having to conform with a State-wide land use plan.  This direction is top down and ignores local control and the individual characteristics of each town.  It is not sure if the legislation will go anywhere, but the Committee is taking testimony.  After further discussion, it was moved and seconded to communicate the Executive Committee motion (that CVRPC strongly encourages the Legislature to remain with the model that has been used for 35 years in Vermont which is that the planning process starts with local and regional planning before State planning) to legislators and member towns.
It was also suggested that we could invite Representative Tony Klein and other legislators to speak about H. 9 if it looks as if the legislation is being seriously considered for adoption.  

Further discussion highlighted that we should suggest ways to change the legislation to be a bottom up planning process; for instance, "While we approve of the idea of the development of a State plan,..."  However, it was stated that this idea would require more discussion than time allows at tonight's meeting.  It was noted that State plans should be a compilation of regional plans, but would that really make it a State plan?

It was stated that the motion is about local and regional planning processes and is not for or against the development of a State land use plan.  The motion doesn't state any agreement that a state plan should dictate the local and regional plans.

Further issues include whether a State plan would then be enforced by the State and if so, how far would they go with enforcement?

Our message is about the direction of the planning process.

Another comment was that we'd like to put legislators on notice that we are very committed to bottom up planning and want to see the State continue to strengthen bottom up planning; from the local level up.

The motion was then passed unanimously.  

The issue was raised about the industrial park agriculture land trade off/mitigation ratio that was discussed at the Executive Committee.  It was noted that something similar to this idea is being considered by the State Chamber of Commerce, but is not yet legislation.  It was stated that it does seem as if the mitigation for agriculture land in an industrial park should not be higher than the value of the agriculture land.  It was noted that there is no legislation yet drafted upon which to comment.
It was suggested that the Executive Committee could invite Tony Klein to speak on H. 9  provided he and members are available at the same time.  It was also suggested that the best way to communicate is to go to the committee and present our position.
Commissioners asked that a status report on H. 9 be made at the March Commission meeting.

Healthy Communities:  Sasha Bianchi of the Vermont Department of Health presented on the Department's Healthy Communities Program.  She pointed out that creating healthy communities is all about making the healthy choice the easy choice.  The benefits of healthy communities include:  improved air and water quality, less risk of traffic-related injuries, reduced contributions to climate change, increased social connectivity and sense of community, increased social equity for all community members, and improved mental health.

These benefits can be incorporated into town planning by highlighting health as a priority, creating dual benefits with economic development strategies, and positioning the town for grants to implement healthy community design.  

The question was raised about how much we should tell towns they have to do.  S. Bianchi stated that the ideas are only suggestions and not mandates.  If the idea doesn't fit with one town, that's okay.  Many of the health issues and cost of health care are related to our behaviors and have a cost to each of us.  There is also individual responsibility, but creating easier opportunities to make healthier choices is important, too.

Some of the things to think about are:  will the plan increase opportunities for physical activity, increase access to healthy food, and decrease opportunities for tobacco/substance use; could additional language be added to bring more focus on these issues?

J. Cassino presented on the food systems planning work that CVRPC has been doing noting that the next steps are to identify the existing food needs of the Region, evaluate potential regulatory constraints on production, processing, and distribution, and determine the impact of food production, distribution, and consumption on the local economy.  CVRPC continues to look for funding to proceed on these issues.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m.  
Respectfully submitted,
Laurie Emery
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