Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission

February 11, 2014
Minutes
Present were:

Barre City:  
Michael Miller-absent


Plainfield:  David Strong-absent








        Robert Atchinson-absent
Barre Town:
Byron Atwood-absent



Roxbury:   David McShane-absent
Mark Nicholson-absent      

Waitsfield:  Don La Haye







Harrison Snapp-absent
Berlin: Bob Wernecke




Warren: Craig Klofach-absent
Cabot: Dick Payne-absent



            
Dan Raddock - absent
Calais:
Rolf Mueller-absent



Washington: 
Gary Winders
Duxbury: Brian Fitzgerald



Waterbury: Gunner McCain-absent
East Montpelier: Tim Carver-absent

 
Williamstown: Larry Hebert



Julie Potter






   






Woodbury:  Janet Shatney
Fayston:  Carol Chamberlin-absent


Worcester:  Bill Arrand
Marshfield:  Faeterri Silver
Middlesex: Ronald Krauth

Montpelier: Tina Ruth

        Kim Cheney-absent
Moretown:    Dara Torre-absent
Northfield:  Laura Hill-Eubanks
Orange: George Malek

Staff: S. Sinclair, L. Emery, K. McKee
Others:  S. Andersen, Central VT Economic Development Corporation; Harry Rousch, Town of Washington;
Michael Moser, Center for Rural Studies.

The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m.  
Because of the lack of a quorum, minutes of the CVRPC meeting of January 14, 2014 were accepted by the Executive Committee and corrected to reflect that Gary Winders was present.
7:06 p.m.  Quorum of Commissioners is now present.

Staff Report Updates:  Draft Regional Plan Vision Statement:  This is a working draft to start off the Regional Plan update process and was initially developed from input from the survey about the goals of the Regional Plan and the priorities.    The statement includes:  "The vision is a concept of the ideal kind of place our citizens want in the decades ahead.  It is intended to reflect what people want to happen in the community---even if this would be a challenge to achieve."
"The vision for the future of Central Vermont is to be a place that reflects the best of what the Green Mountain State has to offer—a place where opportunity and commerce thrive and residents innovate, using their land, skills, knowledge and strong work ethic to be prosperous; a place where all residents are healthy and connected to their community because their surroundings and transportation systems encourage interaction, recreation and access to housing, services and jobs; and a place where the strong connection between the health of our natural environment and our quality of life is grounded in our ethic and reflected by our ability to use energy efficiently, grow sustainably, and adapt our built environment for resilience in a changing landscape."

The intent is that the Plan will focus on the economy, community and environment -- all of which are of equal importance.   The statement is then followed by guiding principles from the 2008 Regional Plan and these will be reviewed as to their relevance today to 2016.  Commissioners commented that if the vision statement could be made shorter and maybe with bullet points rather than such a long sentence, it would be easier to read.

The Economic Development working group will be meeting on February 13 to review the regional economic profile and its data analysis of various Central Vermont indicators from the VT Tax Department data, Dept of Labor, 2010 Census and other sources.

It was suggested that extracting natural resources should be listed as part of the vision statement.

Central VT Economic Development Corporation (CVEDC):  S. Andersen discussed the second grant for businesses with unmet needs from flood damage in 2011 that is now available.  With the initial funding, 42 grants were made and now another $1 million is available to assist additional businesses impacted by the 2011 flooding.
Plan Central Vermont: The website is live.  Commissioners were asked to review the site and add their input to the interactive map.  The site link is:   http://plancentralvermont.org.  
Nominating Committee: It is time to appoint three members to be the Nominating Committee for nominations for officers and at large members of the Executive Committee  (7 members in total).  It was moved, seconded, and unanimously approved to appoint Faeterri Silver of Marshfield, Tina Ruth of Montpelier, and Ron Krauss of Middlesex.  F. Silver as appointed as chair of the Nominating Committee.

At 7:35 p.m., the public hearing to consider approval of the Municipal Plan for the Town of Washington and to confirm theTown's planning process was called to order.   The Town Plan Review Committee met and reviewed the staff comments on the Washington Town Plan.  Staff noted that the Plan meets the statutory requirements and is compatible with the Regional Plan and the approved plans of other municipalities in the Region.

The previous Washington Plan was adopted by the Town and approved by CVRPC in 2003.  The 2013 Plan contains updated data and key additions addressing child care, public transportation,  siting considerations for communication towers, and considerations for the Regional Housing Distribution Plan.    The Plan also includes a more detailed description of the Village District densities and provides expanded sections on solid waste, education, emergency services, and recreation.   Many of the goals and policies are the same as in 2003 and are general in nature. The Plan does not recommend specific zoning regulation changes, but it puts forth "land use guidelines" which offer suggestions to landowners, developers, and residents regarding voluntary techniques to minimize the negative impacts of new development.  
Staff and the Review Committee recommend that the Washington Town Plan be approved.    The Town believes this is their best Plan to date.  It was moved, seconded and unanimously voted to adopt the resolution approving the Washington  2013 Town Plan and confirming the Town's planning process.  With an approved Plan, the Town is now eligible for Municipal Planning Grant funding should they choose to apply.

The State of the Region's Economy:  Michael Moser, Data Coordinator of the University of Vermont's Center for Rural Studies (CRS), presented information on the types of data that are used to analyze the state of the economy and how to look at this data in the larger context of the State, NE Region, and the USA.  Many of Vermont's trends parallel the NE Region and the USA.
CRS is developing a "dashboard" of key data indicators by region and by town to show shifts over time.  Town planning-type indicators by town can be found at www.uvm.edu/crs.  CRS is expanding on the number of indicators that will be available and will include more environmental data by regional planning commission region, as well as by town.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Laurie Emery
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