Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission

June 12, 2012

Minutes

Present were:

Barre City:  
Michael Miller


Plainfield:  David Strong-absent
Barre Town:
Byron Atwood



Roxbury: 
Mark Nicholson-absent      

Waitsfield: Harrison Snapp-absent
Berlin: Bob Wernecke




Warren: Don La Haye
Cabot: Dick Payne


            
           
Craig Klofach-absent
Calais:






Washington: 
Richard DeWolfe-absent




Carol Davis-absent
Duxbury:





Waterbury: Gunner McCain-absent
East Montpelier: Tim Carver
 


Williamstown: Larry Hebert

    Eric Esseltyn-absent

Woodbury:  Janet Shatney-absent






         David Barnowski-absent

Fayston: 





Worcester: Bill Arrand
Marshfield: Michael Schumacher-absent
Middlesex: Ronald Krauth

Montpelier: Tina Ruth
Moretown:    
Northfield: Art Supplee-absent
Orange: George Malek

Staff: S. Sinclair, L. Emery, J. Mojo, J. Cassino
Others:  J. Danielle, CVRPC’s alternate representative to the Northern VT RC&D; P. Renaud, D. Frankel, K. Johnson, and H. Presume, VELCO.
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m.
The minutes of the May 8, 2012 Commission meeting were accepted as written.  It was noted that the Executive Committee meeting minutes of June 4, 2012 were attached to the agenda.
Staff Report Additions:    In discussing the Food to Plate project in Vermont, it was noted that Vermont currently produces 10% of the food its residents consume and the goal is to increase that to 15% in 5 years.  At the July Commission meeting, Agency of Natural Resources personnel will demonstrate the river flume table top exercise and the meeting will most likely be held at the Berlin Highway garage.  Please be sure to verify the place for the meeting when you receive the agenda.  Regional commissions have applied for Economic Development Administration (EDA) funds to assist with post-Irene recovery for economic resiliency. If funded, CVRPC will be assisting with data gathering and working with towns on resiliency concerns. 
Committee Appointments:  Project Review Committee:  The terms of R. Wernecke and T. Carver expire this month and they are interested in continuing to serve.  Unless someone else would like to be on the Project Review Committee, it’s recommended that R. Wernecke and T. Carver be re-appointed for 3 year terms to expire in 2015.  It was moved, seconded, and unanimously approved to re-appoint R. Wernecke and T. Carver for 3 year terms on the Project Review Committee.
Two new members are needed for the Town Plan Review Committee.  It was moved, seconded, and unanimously approved to appoint T. Ruth and B. Arrand to the Town Plan Review Committee.

There are several organizational appointments that need to be made, as well as noting that the Regional Cooperative and Economic Collaborative have not been meeting for several years and do not warrant appointments.  It was moved, seconded, and unanimously approved to appoint R. Wernecke to VAPDA (Vermont Association of Planning and Development Agencies), S. Sinclair to the VT Economic Progress Council, ex officio and the Downtown Development Board, also ex officio, R. Krauth as the representative to the Northern VT RC&D and J. Daniele as the alternate to the NVRC&D.
VELCO Presentation – Long Term Electric Transmission Plan:  VELCO has just completed their latest update to their 20 year plan.  They update it every 3 years in order to keep it current and to identify and plan for new technologies and contingencies.  Public outreach is a large part of their planning process and they welcome the opportunity to discuss the Plan with CVRPC.

VELCO is Vermont’s transmission reliability company and they move power to local distribution companies, such as Green Mountain Power, Washington Electric, Stowe, etc.  The local distribution companies are also the owners of VELCO.  VELCO also works with the State to assist in deploying broadband along their corridors.

In planning to meet the transmission needs of the State, VELCO seeks to use existing corridors and to co-locate transmission lines wherever it’s feasible.  In further discussion, it was noted that if towns have a heads up on potential future projects, they can then plan for them through their planning and zoning documents and where warranted modify such things as setbacks for transmission line corridors.
Further discussion highlighted that Vermont rate payers pay 4% of the cost of the transmission lines in and out of state and do not bear the full cost of lines in Vermont.  VELCO’s transmission distribution system feeds all of the New England states and as a result, all states pay a share of the cost.  Vermont also pays a share of the cost of the lines outside Vermont.  The cost share is based on electrical consumption.  With Vermont’s use of electricity on the grid at 4%, Vermont’s cost share is also only 4%.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m.  
Respectfully submitted,
Laurie Emery
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