Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission

March 11, 2014
Minutes
Present were:

Barre City:  
Michael Miller


Plainfield:  David Strong








        Robert Atchinson-absent
Barre Town:
Byron Atwood-absent


Roxbury:   David McShane-absent
Mark Nicholson-absent      

Waitsfield:  Don La Haye







Harrison Snapp-absent
Berlin: Bob Wernecke




Warren: Craig Klofach
Cabot: Dick Payne



            
Dan Raddock - absent
Calais:
Rolf Mueller-absent



Washington: 
Gary Winders-absent
Duxbury: Brian Fitzgerald



Waterbury: Gunner McCain-absent
East Montpelier: Tim Carver


 
Williamstown: Larry Hebert-absent


Julie Potter






 






Woodbury:  
Fayston:  Carol Chamberlin



Worcester:  Bill Arrand
Marshfield:  Faeterri Silver
Middlesex: Ronald Krauth

Montpelier: Tina Ruth

        Kim Cheney-absent
Moretown:    Dara Torre-absent
Northfield:  Laura Hill-Eubanks
Orange: George Malek

Staff: S. Sinclair, L. Emery, K. McKee, S. Smith, P. Luciano
Others:  S. Andersen, Central VT Economic Development Corporation
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m.  
The minutes of the February 11, 2014 CVRPC meeting were accepted as written.
Staff Report Updates:  S. Smith provided an update on Plan Central Vermont and the website.  The community map and website for Plan Central Vermont have been launched.  The number of visits is being tracked by staff.  Since its launch, there have been 288 web site visits and 1,079 page views.  The most visited pages on the site are the home page, community input map, economy section, and the past events page. Forty-four comments and comment responses have been submitted to the community map.  Notes from the working groups are posted on the www.plancentralvermont.org site.  The economic profile is being updated by staff based on input provided by the economic working group.  
Vermont’s Homeland Security Planner is reviewing Vermont’s critical infrastructure.  There are 16 sectors, the top five of which are transportation, energy, water and wastewater, emergency services, and communication.  The potential for damage and failures during storms is being assessed.

Central Vermont Economic Development Corporation (CVEDC) is holding its annual Job Fair where there will be 40 businesses represented, workshops held on how to start your own business, and job interviews.  The Agency of Commerce and Community Development is holding a workshop on how to market your business and on March 19 there will be workshop on technology and its use.

Town Plan Review Committee:  Plainfield has requested that their Town Plan be reviewed for approval.  The hearing for approval is scheduled for the April 8 Commission meeting and the Town Plan Review Committee will meet Thursday, April 3 at 4:00 p.m. in the CVRPC office.  J. Shatney has resigned as the Commissioner from Woodbury and was a member of the Town Plan Review Committee.  There are then four members remaining: G. Malek, B. Arrand, T. Carver, and R. Krauth.  F. Silver of Marshfield volunteered and was duly appointed to serve on the Committee for the Plainfield Town Plan review.

Initial Report of the Nominating Committee:  The current members of the Executive Committee are willing to serve another year.  The initial slate would be D. La Haye as Chair, B. Atwood as Vice-Chair, M. Miller as Treasurer, T. Ruth as Secretary, and R. Wernecke, G. Malek and D. Strong as the three at-large members.  The final slate will be proposed at the April 8 meeting of the Commission, and at that time nominations can be made from the floor.  The actual election of the Executive Committee occurs by paper ballot mailed to each Commissioner after the April 8 meeting.  
Emergency Management Planning in Central Vermont:  P. Luciano,  part-time Emergency Management Planner for CVRPC, presented the history, need and status of various elements of emergency management planning.  He highlighted the changes in the Emergency Relief Assistance Fund rules that could make additional funding available to towns for the match required for emergency management grants; emphasized the importance of towns having up to date local emergency operations plans, discussed the commodity points of distribution used during an emergency and the issue of access to these distribution points if there are road or bridge failures, and the relevance to all of this planning of the hazard mitigation plans.
K. McKee, Regional Planner for CVRPC, provided further information on the Region’s hazard mitigation planning and why it’s important to keep these plans up to date.  These local plans identify areas where damage has occurred previously during storms and the potential for damage at not-previously identified sites.  Staff works with town officials to then identify mitigation measures that could be taken to reduce or eliminate damage in these identified areas.  Local hazard mitigation plans (LHMP) need to be submitted to FEMA for approval and then adopted by the town in order to be considered in effect and thereby provide access to grant funding.  Once approved and adopted, the LHMP’s are considered effective for five years.  Having an approved LHMP increases the percentage the State will pay to match funding for mitigation projects.  Having an approved LHMP provides increased funding participation from the Emergency Relief Assistance Fund mentioned by P. Luciano and helps to tie together all the emergency management planning done by towns. CVRPC staff works closely to update the LHMP’s, as well as the local emergency operations plans.

In the past, there have been issues with having a regional hazard mitigation plan. Being a multi-jurisdictional plan, it’s difficult to get all 23 town mitigation plans adopted within the same few months in order to make them a compendium to form the regional hazard mitigation plan.  FEMA’s  requirement for a regional plan is that all town mitigation plans in a region are an annex of the regional plan and hence, all of them would expire at the same time.  This makes development of a regional hazard mitigation plan impractical.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:28 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Laurie Emery
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