Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission

November 13, 2012

Minutes

Present were:

Barre City:  
Michael Miller


Plainfield:  David Strong








        Robert Atchinson-absent
Barre Town:
Byron Atwood



Roxbury: 
Mark Nicholson-absent      

Waitsfield:  Don La Haye







Harrison Snapp-absent
Berlin: Bob Wernecke




Warren: 

Cabot: Dick Payne



            
  Craig Klofach-absent
Calais:






Washington: 
Richard DeWolfe-absent




Carol Davis-absent
Duxbury:





Waterbury: Gunner McCain

        

East Montpelier: Tim Carver
 


Williamstown: Larry Hebert-absent
    Eric Esseltyn-absent

Woodbury:  Janet Shatney






         David Barnowski-absent

Fayston: 





Worcester: Bill Arrand
Marshfield: Michael Schumacher
Middlesex: Ronald Krauth

Montpelier: Tina Ruth

        Kim Cheney-absent
Moretown:    Deb Sargent-absent
Northfield: Art Supplee
Orange: George Malek

Staff: S. Sinclair, L. Emery, J. Mojo, J. Cassino, D. Currier
Others:  S. Andersen, Central VT Economic Development Corporation; J. Danielle of Barre Town.
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m.
The minutes of the October 9, 2012 Commission meeting were accepted as written.
Staff Report Additions:  Commissioners were reminded of the November 15 energy forum—getting to 90% renewable by 2050 in Vermont, as well as the energy meeting on December 16 on improving efficiency in municipal buildings.  It was noted that Berlin, Marshfield and Plainfield are new subscribers to Front Porch Forum.  Central VT Community Action Council (CVCAC), Green Mountain Economic Development Association, and Central VT Economic Development Corporation were awarded a $1 million Community Development Program grant for businesses with unmet needs as a result of Tropical Storm Irene.  These funds will be awarded to eligible businesses as grants.

Hearing on the Review and Approval of the Waitsfield Town Plan and Confirmation of their Planning Process:  The hearing was convened at 7:10 p.m.  The 2012 Town Plan for Waitsfield was reviewed by CVRPC’s Town Plan Review Committee which is recommending that it be approved.  Staff provided written comments on the Plan noting that the Plan contains the required 11 elements, is consistent with the 13 State goals, and is compatible with the Regional Plan and approved plans of neighboring communities.  Following a review of the staff and Committee comments, it was moved, seconded, and unanimously voted to adopt the resolution approving the Waitsfield Town Plan and confirming the Town’s planning process.
The hearing was adjourned at 7:32 p.m.

Central Vermont Broadband Plan:  CVRPC and the other regional commissions received a grant in February 2011 to develop a broadband plan for each region that would then form the State broadband plan.  Staff has previously provided the Commission with presentations on the goals of the Plan and on the survey results as they relate to the sectors of the plan.  Each regional commission developed a broad band plan for their region.  These 11 plans were then put together as the basis for the State’s broadband plan. Since the development of the Plan, wireless internet services have been provided in Cabot and Calais, there’s been increased use of Front Porch Forum, development of plans for increased capacity of regional commissions to provide teleconferencing, an increase in emergency management’s use of broadband, and increased use of Twitter by State agencies to advertise Vermont to others outside the State.  CVRPC is being asked to acknowledge that the Broadband Plan has been developed and that it will be used to seek funding for future development of broadband.
It was asked whether there is a way to measure public use of broadband.  It was noted that the intent of the Plan is that everyone will have access.  Vermont Center for Geographic Information (VCGI) is tracking areas that are underserved by providers to see where broadband access is being made more available.  The question remains whether people will then use broadband more effectively once it is more widely available.  The Plan’s goals include further education on how to use broadband effectively.   It was moved, seconded, and unanimously voted to acknowledge receipt of the Central Vermont Broadband Plan.
State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan:  The Department of Forest, Parks and Recreation is updating the SCORP and has scheduled a webinar for public input on November 14, 2012.  The Plan is necessary in order for Vermont to be eligible for Federal Land and Water Conservation Funds.  Comments on the Plan can be made through November 30.  Mention of the role that outdoor recreation plays in Vermont’s tourism economy seems to be missing from the Plan.  Vermont doesn’t seem to have as many piers or facilities for people with disabilities as other states.  The Plan should also address attracting tourists to Vermont.  The Department is looking for public input on the Plan and welcomes your further comments.  
It was suggested that CVRPC expand the recreation section of the Regional Plan, particularly in regard to recreational opportunities that are missing from the Region.  It would assist downtowns in applying for funds for recreation projects.

Class 3 and 4 Road Erosion, CVRPC Study:  Staff has been visiting sites of road erosion with town road foremen to identify the cause of the erosion and the treatments that would repair and prevent future erosion.  Work has been completed in the Mad River Valley towns and is ongoing along the North Branch and the Kingsbury Branch.  The study intent is so that current road conditions are better understood and improvements can be made as long term repairs.  The process includes assessing the road network, inventorying the erosion sites, prioritizing the sites, and developing a plan of roadway treatments that would have a long term impact.  Two hundred and one miles of Class 3 & 4 roads have been assessed with 116 sites evaluated.  CVRPC will continue to seek funding to do Class 3 & 4 roads in other towns in the Region.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.  
Respectfully submitted,
Laurie Emery
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