Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission

October 9, 2012

Minutes

Present were:

Barre City:  
Michael Miller


Plainfield:  David Strong-absent








        Robert Atchinson

Barre Town:
Byron Atwood-absent


Roxbury: 
Mark Nicholson-absent      

Waitsfield: Harrison Snapp-absent
Berlin: Bob Wernecke




Warren: Don La Haye
Cabot: Dick Payne-absent


            
  Craig Klofach-absent
Calais:






Washington: 
Richard DeWolfe-absent




Carol Davis-absent
Duxbury:





Waterbury: Gunner McCain-absent

        

East Montpelier: Tim Carver
 


Williamstown: Larry Hebert-absent
    Eric Esseltyn-absent

Woodbury:  Janet Shatney-absent






         David Barnowski-absent

Fayston: 





Worcester: Bill Arrand
Marshfield: Michael Schumacher-absent
Middlesex: Ronald Krauth

Montpelier: Tina Ruth

        Kim Cheney-absent
Moretown:    
Northfield: Art Supplee
Orange: George Malek-absent
Staff: S. Sinclair, L. Emery, J. Mojo
Others:  S. Andersen, Central VT Economic Development Corporation
The meeting was called to order at 7:07 p.m.
The minutes of the September 11, 2012 Commission meeting were accepted (by the Executive Committee members since there was not a quorum of the Commission) as amended to reflect that the intersection of Routes 14 and 2 in East Montpelier is not a roundabout, but improvements were made to the intersection.  
Staff Report:  Additions:  There will be a regional energy forum on November 15 at National Life from 6 to 9 p.m. to discuss implementation of the Vermont Energy Plan.  Vermont’s 11 regional commissions received the Vermont Planners Association planning award for assistance provided with Tropical Storm Irene recovery.  October 24, Moretown Town Hall, will be the meeting of the EPA technical assistance partners, including CVRPC, working on rebuilding and protecting towns in the Mad River Valley from flooding damage.  CVRPC received 2 ecosystem grants from the Agency of Natural Resources; one for continuation of the storm water study and mapping in Northfield, and the other for fluvial erosion hazard work on the Great Brook in Plainfield.  
Town Plan Review Committee:   Waitsfield has requested approval of their 2012 Town Plan.  The CVRPC Committee will be reviewing the Plan and staff comments at the Thursday, November 8, 2012 meeting at 4 p.m. at CVRPC’s office.  The public hearing for approval of the Plan and confirmation of the Town’s planning process will be warned for November 13, 2012, 7: 15 p.m., at the monthly Commission meeting to be held at the Central Vermont Chamber of Commerce conference room.  Committee members include T. Carver, East Montpelier; G. Malek, Orange; B. Arrand, Worcester, R. Krauth, Middlesex; and T. Ruth, Montpelier.  Other Commissioners interested in serving on the Committee for this review are welcome.

In addition, Marshfield has requested that their 2012 Town Plan be approved.  This plan review is scheduled for December and the Town Plan Review Committee will meet on Thursday, December 6, 4:00 p.m. at CVRPC’s office. The public hearing for approval of the Plan and confirmation of the Town’s planning process will be warned for December 11, 2012, 7: 15 p.m., at the monthly Commission meeting to be held at the Central Vermont Chamber of Commerce conference room.   Additional Commissioners are encouraged to participate on the Committee for this review, as well.

There were no additional Commissioners who expressed interest in being on the Town Plan Review Committee for either of these plan reviews.

Other Business:  Commissioners extended their condolences to the family of Robert Arkley who had served as Moretown’s Commissioner for many years and who passed away this month.
Climate Trends for Vermont:  Lesley-Ann Dupigny-Giroux, Vermont’s Climatologist and Assistant Professor of Climatology at the University of Vermont, presented data on future trends in Vermont following Tropical Storm Irene.  Discussion ensued on the frequency of hurricanes in Vermont noting that there were a high number of hurricanes in the 1950’s, the number then decreased, and has increased since the 1990’s.  The track of hurricanes hitting New England has also changed from being fairly wide to more recently being within a small bandwidth following the coastline of New England.  
Things for planners to think about include:  appropriate zoning, floodplain development, vulnerability assessments, community resilience, communications, and mitigation and response plans.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m.  
Respectfully submitted,
Laurie Emery
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