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​Plan Central Vermont 
Staff Updates: March 2015
Regional Plan Draft Review Committee: The RPDRC met on 2/17/15 at CVRPC offices to finalize the Environment and Natural Resources profile and goals, policies and strategies. The RPDRC also discussed the Future Land Use map and started to review the Utilities & Facilities element.  To view the meeting summary, click here: http://plancentralvermont.org/event/regional-plan-draft-review-committee-february-17/. 

The next meeting will be held on 3/9/15 from noon-12pm at Capstone Community Action’s offices in Barre to discuss the Future Land Use map.  Peter Gregory, Executive Director of Two Rivers-Ottauquechee Regional Commission will be joining to offer insights on the Future Land Use map’s statutory role and how it is applied in practice. Any Commissioners interested in attending are welcome and chili and cornbread will be served.  RSVP to Kim at mckee@cvregion.com. 
Environment and Natural Resources: Revisions to the Environment and Natural Resources element per discussion at the 2/10/15 Commission meeting and 2/17/15 Draft Review Committee meeting have been circulated. Review and approval of the final element is on the agenda for the 3/10/15 Commission meeting.  A two-page summary of the element will be available soon. To view the draft element, click here: http://plancentralvermont.org/the-plan/environment/#regionalprofile 
Transportation: Discussion of the Regional Transportation Plan will continue at the 3/24/15 meeting, where the Transportation Advisory Committee will discuss Freight and Highway Transportation. Draft sections updated thus far are available at this link: http://plancentralvermont.org/the-plan/transportation/. 

Health and Community: The Health and Community working group had their third meeting on 2/23/15. The group held a final discussion of the Community Resources profiles and offered feedback on several maps related to the element. The next meeting will be held on 3/17/15 and will focus on key challenges and trends. To view the latest meeting summary, click here: http://plancentralvermont.org/event/health-and-community-working-group-february-23.   
Utilities and Facilities: Staff has completed a draft Utilities & Facilities profile including discussion of wastewater systems, water supply systems, solid waste, and information technology. There is not a formal working group for the element, but the Draft Review Committee began discussing the profile and an initial list of key challenges and trends at their meeting on 2/17/15. Discussion will continue an upcoming meeting of the Draft Review Committee. 
Land Use: An initial draft of the Future Land Use map and accompanying Planning Area Descriptions were discussed at the 2/10/15 Commission meeting.  A new draft will be circulated to Commissioners and local Planning Commission’s for comment in the coming weeks with further discussion planned for a special meeting on 3/9/15 (see RPDRC above) and at the regularly scheduled April Commission meeting.
Public Engagement 
Online Tools: The project website was launched in February 2014. The website allows us to provide Commissioners, regional residents, and other stakeholders with progress updates and information about upcoming events.  Since its launch (2/5/14), the website has received 2,241 website visits (714 unique visitors) and 9,273 page views. The most-visited pages on the site include: the home page, the community input map, the upcoming events section and the economy section. As of 3/1/15, the majority of visitors reached the website via direct link (1,296) – the top referring URLs have been facebook.com (309) and centralvtplanning.org (299). Between 1/1/15 and 2/1/15, the website received 180 website visits (86 unique visitors) and 660 page views. The majority of visitors reached the website via direct link (94), centralvtplanning.org (26) and Google (38). 
Communications: Staff has created a Mail Chimp account for the monthly Regional Plan Update e-newsletter. The February e-news was released on 2/25/15. It is unknown how many recipients opened the e-news. Out of 327 recipients, 14 clicked on links. These numbers are slightly above average according to Mail Chimp’s statistics for both government and non-profit newsletters. The top clicked links were the home page and the map of how many addresses are served by wireless voice service. The e-news can be found here: http://plancentralvermont.org/february-update-now-available/ 
CVRPC is working to increase our Twitter presence (https://twitter.com/centralvtplan). The profile was updated on 8/18/14 and has 108 followers as of 3/1/15. 
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