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Municipal Planning Grants:  The following communities applied for MPG funds: City of Barre (bylaw updates), Towns of Berlin (bylaw updates), Cabot (bylaw updates), Calais (natural resources inventory), Moretown (municipal plan update for flood resiliency), Warren and Fayston (jointly for an economic development study for flood resiliency).  Funding awards will be announced in December.
Front Porch Forum (FPF):  Currently, Barre City and the Towns of Berlin, Moretown, East Montpelier, Calais, Woodbury, Middlesex, Worcester, Marshfield, Northfield, Plainfield, Duxbury, Cabot, Fayston, Waitsfield, Warren and Waterbury are members of FPF.  Congratulations! If your town would like to sign up for Front Porch Forum, please contact CVRPC at cvrpc@cvregion.com.  
Department of Energy ARRA grant/Central Vermont Energy Program: Central Vermont communities participating in the Central Vermont Energy Program have been allocated their weatherization funding.   Communities are working on projects and gathering information on the cost of materials.  CVRPC will reimburse the cost of materials based on vendor invoices to the towns and that are within the town’s allocation.  The Towns of Orange, Berlin, Roxbury, East Montpelier, Plainfield, Warren, and Marshfield have provided their documentation and have been reimbursed.  THE FINAL TIME FOR REQUESTING REIMBURSEMENT IS NOW.  The grant ends December 30 and all funds MUST be reimbursed by that date.  Contact Laurie Emery, emery@cvregion.com, with questions. 
Energy Planning:  Staff is working with the VT Natural Resources Council, Efficiency Vermont, and other regional commissions to co-host regional energy forums. The November forum on “Getting to 90% renewable by 2050” was well attended with sessions on PACE, transportation, and the Efficiency VT home weatherization challenge.  Upcoming events include:  December 6, Central VT Chamber of Commerce, Berlin 6 to 9 p.m., “Improving Efficiency in Municipal Buildings,” and January 1, 2013 kicking off the “Vermont Home Weatherization Campaign Statewide.” Contact Jackie Cassino cassino@cvregion.com for more details.
Mad River Valley Planning District (MRVPD):  Staff continues to provide technical, administrative, and bookkeeping assistance to the District (Towns of Fayston, Waitsfield, and Warren).  Technical assistance to the 3 Towns is ongoing, as is data gathering for evaluating the impacts of development and assistance with flood recovery. 
Mad River Resource Management Alliance: Staff continues its work with the Alliance (which includes the Towns of Duxbury, Fayston, Moretown, Northfield, Roxbury, Waitsfield, Warren, and Waterbury).  Please contact John Malter at 244-7373 or malterport@aol.com for more information.

Regional Food Systems Planning:     Staff completed the research and report on the regional food systems assessment.  The document is on CVRPC’s web site.  For more information, please contact Jackie Cassino at Cassino@cvregion.com. 

Community Development: Staff continues to assist communities in determining the appropriateness of projects for Community Development funds.  Fifty-one percent of the Community Development funds must be used to provide housing, services or jobs to people of low and moderate income.  Application forms and a schedule of deadlines are available online at www.dhca.state.vt.us/VCDP.  CVRPC is administering the grant to Barre Town which the Town loaned to SB Electronics to assist with the purchase of equipment for their new building located in Wilson Industrial Park and to create 80 jobs. 
Community Development Block Grant – Disaster Recovery:  Community Development funds are now available to assist with disaster recovery from the spring and summer 2011 flooding events.  Projects for which funding is needed have to be directly related to flood damage and must have a documented un-met need.  Contact Paul Luciano for assistance with determining if your project is eligible and with the application process.  Paul can be contacted at 802/881-1654 or by email at pluciano@ccrpcvt.org.  Staff is developing an application for CDBG-DR funds to conduct a flood inundation study of a portion of the Mad and Winooski Rivers in order to analyze cause and effect from flooding.
Transportation Planning Initiative:  Staff is planning a regional safety forum.  Staff is participating on a committee that is developing updated culvert standards.   Staff encourages the use of the metadata instructional video for information on editing data for the Vermont Online Bridge and Culvert Inventory Tool (VOBCIT). Staff is assisting the Towns of Fayston, Waitsfield, Warren, Moretown, Waterbury, and Middlesex with their byway work.  Staff continues to work on the Central Vermont Regional Path with Berlin, Barre City, Barre Town, and Montpelier. Staff worked on culvert inventories for Calais and Duxbury.   Staff is assisting Cabot with their sidewalk study, Worcester with entering data into VOBCIT, and Northfield with the development of their Road System Management System.  Staff did road counts in Waitsfield, Warren, Barre City, Worcester, Duxbury, and Montpelier.  Staff worked with Waitsfield and Fayston in the Safe Routes to School Program. 
Transportation Technical Assistance:  Staff continues to provide technical assistance on transportation related issues. Contact Steve Gladczuk at CVRPC for assistance with special transportation studies and technical assistance that may be needed in your community and are within the scope of work of the transportation contract with the Agency of Transportation.  Municipal officials that would like to have volume, speed, or vehicle classification studies done for their towns can contact CVRPC staff for assistance.  Staff prepared a request for proposal for the Plainfield pedestrian bridge and sidewalk study.
GIS/FEH:  Staff assisted with, developed or updated a number of maps including:  Orange parcel maps, Berlin road map, Plainfield town plan maps, Middlesex housing resource map, updated maps for East Montpelier, provided Northfield with maps for their EMPG grant application, and assisted Middlesex, Marshfield, Montpelier, Plainfield and Cabot with data and mapping questions.  Staff presented the Class 3 and 4 erosion study work to the select boards of Worcester, Calais, Middlesex, East Montpelier and Woodbury, as well as at the CVRPC Commission meeting.  Staff continues to update the CVRPC web site, www.centralvtplanning.org, where you can read the latest planning news on our blog.
Local Hazard Mitigation Plans:  The local plans for the Towns of Waterbury and Warren have received conditional approval from FEMA.  Additional local plans submitted to FEMA in the last 6 months are awaiting review. There will be a 4th round of hazard mitigation grants for the 2011 events.  The application deadline is February 1; a letter of intent is due January 18, 2013.   For more information or assistance, please contact Paul Luciano at pluciano@ccrpcvt.org. 
VEM/Emergency Planning:  Paul Luciano, our Regional Emergency Management Planner, is continuing to work with local officials and offering assistance in updating the Basic Emergency Operation Plans (aka “BEOP’s”), as well as flood issues and how to access relevant resources.  The BEOP plans provide contact information and response plans for emergencies, such as floods or ice storms.  Paul is also available to assist with HMGP (hazard mitigation grant program) grant applications. The Towns of Waterbury, Northfield, Cabot, Duxbury, Warren, Roxbury, Berlin, Barre City have applied for funds to assist with buy outs and other flood-related projects.  Paul can be contacted at 802/881-1654 or contact us at CVRPC and we’ll pass along your message.  Staff is assisting Warren, Barre City, Duxbury, Northfield, Barre Town, Berlin, Moretown, Waitsfield, Waterbury, and Montpelier with emergency management planning technical help.
Brownfields:  Brownfields work was completed with our grant ending September 30.  CVRPC is applying for $400,000 to continue the work of the brownfields program.  Regional planning commissions and VT DEC held a conference November 29 with presentations aimed at developers, lawyers, and realtors.  Presentations from the conference can be viewed at www.vtbar.org/Calendar/Signup.aspx?EventNo=2297. 
Flood Hazard Area Regulations (FHAR):  Staff continues to assist affected municipalities and the State with various issues surrounding the bylaw adoption process, as well as the impacts from recent flooding.
Wrightsville Beach Recreation District:  Staff provides administrative, fiscal, and technical assistance to the District.  The beach facilities include hiking trails, a ball field, Frisbee disk golf, grills, picnic tables, as well as a  picnic shelter that can be rented, and of course, swimming, canoeing, and kayaking.  The beach is now closed until May 2013.
Enhanced Consultation:  If your community is in the process of revising its town plan or is planning to do so in the near future, now is the time to have us conduct an enhanced consultation.   Staff will provide local officials with recommendations on how their plan is or is not consistent with the State planning goals and how the town can make “substantial progress” toward meeting those goals as outlined in 24 VSA Chapter 117.  Staff completed enhanced consultations with13 towns so far, and has provided towns with information relating to the economic development and energy chapters of their plans.  Staff can also provide updated data for the town plan, as well as suggested language for things such as alternative energy siting.   For more information, please contact Jackie Cassino at Cassino@cvregion.com
Cabot:  Staff is assisting the Town with development of a scope of work for village master plan.
Fayston:  Staff evaluated the results of the Town’s community survey.  The data will serve to guide revisions to the Town Plan.

Marshfield:  Staff is reviewing the Town Plan for consideration of approval by the CVRPC Commission at the December 11 Commission meeting.
Middlesex:  Staff reviewed and commented on the current Town Plan draft.

Plainfield:  Staff reviewed and commented on the Town Plan draft at a recent meeting of the Planning Commission.  Members of the select board and conservation commission also attended.
Community Survey Assistance:  If your community is interested in learning more about digital survey services offered through CVRPC, please contact Jackie Cassino at cassino@cvregion.com. Staff is currently working with the Town of Fayston with the development of their digital survey.
Act 250/Section 248 Applications:  No new regionally significant applications were received this month. Staff continues to monitor the Moretown Landfill cell 4 expansion project, the Northeast Materials Group, LLC establishment of a hot mix plant on 3 acres of the existing Rock of Ages quarry in Barre, and the Thatcher Hill expansion in Waterbury.  Staff will be attending an Act 250 training session on December 14.    Staff will also be attending the Department of Public Service energy generation siting policy commission information sessions.  Contact Jackie Cassino at cassino@cvregion.com if you have any questions.
Remember to visit CVRPC’s web site at www.centralvtplanning.org to view our blog, and for the latest publications.
Grants Available: There are a number of grants (and loans) that are available for historic preservation projects, including grants for community facility improvements, cultural facilities, historic interiors, adaptive use of historic bridges, revitalizing historic neighborhoods, and renovating historic buildings and barns.  You can check for grants online at www.grants.gov.  All Federal agencies are required to post all grant opportunities on this site.  An additional site to check is www.govgrants.org. 
