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Flood Assistance:  If you need additional assistance with flood recovery and form filing, contact VT Emergency Management at 244-8721, or go to their website for valuable links on where to get information and help: http://vem.vermont.gov/.  You can also contact CVRPC’s Emergency Management Planner, Paul Luciano, at 802/881-1654, or Dan Currier or Steve Gladczuk at 229-0389 or by email at currier@cvregion.com and Steve at Gladczuk@cvregion.com. 
Broadband:    The final section of the Plan draft regarding regional goals was submitted.  A final version of the Plan should be available in early summer.  Staff helped organize and attended a regional broadband forum May 24 in Hardwick, which focused on how to keep the broadband momentum going after the end of the eVermont project.  For additional broadband project information, contact Jen Mojo at mojo@cvregion.com. 
Front Porch Forum (FPF):  Currently, the Towns of Moretown, East Montpelier, Calais, Middlesex, Worcester, Duxbury, Cabot, and Waterbury are members of FPF.   If your town would like to sign up for Front Porch Forum, please contact Jennifer at mojo@cvregion.com
Department of Energy ARRA grant/Central Vermont Energy Program: Central Vermont communities participating in the Central Vermont Energy Program have been allocated the weatherization funding.   Communities are working on their projects and gathering information on the cost of materials.  CVRPC will reimburse the cost of materials based on vendor invoices to the towns and that are within the town’s allocation.  Washington County towns need to have their invoices to CVRPC no later than November 1, 2012.
Mad River Valley Planning District (MRVPD):  Staff continues to provide technical, administrative, and bookkeeping assistance to the District (Towns of Fayston, Waitsfield, and Warren).  Technical assistance to the 3 Towns is ongoing, as is data gathering for evaluating the impacts of development. 
Mad River Resource Management Alliance: Staff has been working with the Alliance (which includes the Towns of Duxbury, Fayston, Moretown, Northfield, Roxbury, Waitsfield, Warren, and Waterbury) and its predecessor, the Mad River Solid Waste Management Alliance. Please contact John Malter at 244-7373 or malterport@aol.com for more information.

Regional Food Systems Planning:  Staff received food asset inventory data from the Vermont Farm to Plate program.  This data and our recently completed food asset inventory will serve as the foundation for an in-depth regional analysis.  Staff will be surveying stakeholders on the role of public health and planning in shaping healthier communities. Staff continues to seek funding to create a Central Vermont food systems plan that could serve as a regional assessment guide for municipalities. For more information or if you would like to be involved in this work, please contact Jackie Cassino at Cassino@cvregion.com. 

Community Development: Staff continues to assist communities in determining the appropriateness of projects for Community Development funds.  Fifty-one percent of the Community Development funds must be used to provide housing, services or jobs to people of low and moderate income.  Application forms and a schedule of deadlines are available online at www.dhca.state.vt.us/VCDP.  CVRPC is administering the grant to Barre Town which the Town loaned to SB Electronics to assist with the purchase of equipment for their new building located in Wilson Industrial Park and to create 80 jobs.  
Transportation Planning Initiative:  Staff is participating on a committee that is developing updated culvert standards.   Staff encourages the use of the metadata instructional video for information on editing data for the Vermont Online Bridge and Culvert Inventory Tool (VOBCIT). Staff is assisting the Towns of Fayston, Waitsfield, Warren, Moretown, Waterbury, and Middlesex with their byway work.  Staff is assisting Waterbury and Duxbury with a bike and pedestrian plan.  Staff continues to work on the Central Vermont Regional Path with Berlin, Barre City, Barre Town, and Montpelier. Staff worked on culvert and/or sign inventories for Moretown, Woodbury, and Berlin.   Staff continues work on the Moretown/Duxbury/Waterbury Route 100/2 intersection study.  Staff is assisting Cabot with their sidewalk study and Berlin and Duxbury with the development of their Road System Management Systems.  Staff updated the trail map for the Mad River path.
Transportation Technical Assistance:  Staff continues to provide technical assistance on transportation related issues. Contact Steve Gladczuk at CVRPC for assistance with special transportation studies and technical assistance that may be needed in your community and are within the scope of work of the transportation contract with the Agency of Transportation.  Municipal officials that would like to have volume, speed, or vehicle classification studies done for their towns can contact CVRPC staff for assistance.  Staff attended the long term recovery meeting for Waterbury to discuss the status of the flood study work.
GIS/FEH:  Staff assisted with, developed or updated a number of maps including: the GIS video for Calais that illustrates housing growth in the Town to the year 2077, created a map of the Meadows (Montpelier) neighborhood storm water system, mapped storm water flow in Northfield Village, began updates to the Vermont Infrastructure Database, completed the GIS analysis for the class 3 and 4 road erosion sites and led a training session on the field inventory work, created maps of the Town of Waitsfield for a design class at Yestermorrow, attended a meeting to help identify key priorities for flood inundation mapping, reviewed the Farm to Plate GIS data for the regional food plan, created maps for the Region’s broadband plan, continued work on the Orange Parcel data update, worked on updating the Montpelier sign photos for the City’s ordinance, worked on Plainfield’s online mapping project and added photos to ArcGIS project data.  Staff continues to update the CVRPC web site, www.centralvtplanning.org, where you can read the latest planning news on our blog.
Staying Connected: Staff helped facilitate a conservation commission meeting with Staying Connected.  Staying Connected is an initiative to help safeguard wildlife from the impacts of habitat fragmentation and climate change. Staying Connected has identified key road sections for wildlife to cross.  Vermont Land Trust and the Trust for Public Land are working with willing landowners to secure easements on key connecting lands.  
Local Hazard Mitigation Plans:  All of the plans developed over the last 6 months have been submitted to FEMA in Boston for conditional approval.  A grant announcement for generators was released in mid-May.  Details are listed on the CVRPC blog at www.centralvtplanning.org or by contacting staff.  There will be a 3rd round of hazard mitigation grants for the 2011 events.  Details regarding that funding should be announced in the next month. For more information or assistance, please contact Jen Mojo at CVRPC (mojo@cvregion.com).

VEM/Emergency Planning:  Paul Luciano, our Regional Emergency Management Planner, is continuing to work with local officials and offering assistance in updating the Basic Emergency Operation Plans (aka “BEOP’s”), as well as flood issues and how to access relevant resources.  The BEOP plans provide contact information and response plans for emergencies, such as floods or ice storms.  Paul is also available to assist with HMGP (hazard mitigation grant program) grant applications. Paul can be contacted at 802/881-1654 or contact us at CVRPC and we’ll pass along your message.  
Brownfields:  Unfortunately, CVRPC was not awarded a 2012 EPA Brownfields assessment grant.  The current grant ends September 30, 2012.  During the summer, the program will be funding an architectural and archaeological resource assessment for Merchants’ Row in Barre City. The Regional Commissions and the Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation will be holding a conference in November for developers, lawyers and realtors.  Details will be available later in the summer.  For more information, please contact Jennifer at mojo@cvregion.com
Flood Hazard Area Regulations (FHAR):  Staff continues to assist affected municipalities and the State with various issues surrounding the bylaw adoption process, as well as the impacts from recent flooding.
Wrightsville Beach Recreation District:  Staff provides administrative, fiscal, and technical assistance to the District.  The beach facilities include hiking trails, a ball field, Frisbee disk golf, grills, picnic tables, as well as a  picnic shelter that can be rented, and of course, swimming, canoeing, and kayaking.  The beach is open for the 2012 season on weekends from 9:30 a.m. to dusk and weekdays from noon until dusk   As of June 15, the beach will be open every day from 9:30 a.m. to dusk.  Picnic shelter weekend availability is going fast!
Enhanced Consultation:  CVRPC is currently engaged in an enhanced consultation process that involves planning commissioners, select board members, town staff, and CVRPC staff.  This process includes a review of municipal plans in which, per Agency requirements, we must use greater scrutiny with regard to consistency with State planning goals and conformance with the requirements of a municipal plan. Staff will provide towns with recommendations on how their plan is or is not consistent with State planning goals and how it can “make substantial progress” toward meeting those goals. If your community is in the process of revising its town plan or is planning to do so in the near future, now is the time to have us conduct an enhanced consultation.  Moretown, Berlin, Fayston, Waitsfield, and Warren completed the enhanced consultation process in May.  Staff is currently working with Cabot, Plainfield and Washington. Staff has provided significant assistance to towns regarding the newly required economic development element and the energy element of a municipal plan.   For more information, please contact Jen Mojo at Mojo@cvregion.com  or Jackie Cassino at Cassino@cvregion.com
Montpelier:  Staff continued work with City planning staff, and drafted zoning language to improve the City’s National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) community rating level which will provide an additional discount on flood insurance through the NFIP.  Staff also drafted a target resource overlay district which will be presented to the City’s Conservation Commission in June.
Waitsfield:  Staff provided data and resources for the update of the Town Plan.
Fayston:  Staff is working with the Planning Commission to develop a town survey and will assist in managing the survey results through Survey Monkey.
Act 250/Section 248 Applications:  Staff continues to work with the Town of Berlin officials to monitor the Berlin Mall expansion proposal.  Staff provided a letter of support for the amended Williamstown solar farm proposal which was originally approved by the Project Review Committee in 2010.  The amended project remains in conformance with the Regional Plan.  For more information, contact Jackie Cassino at Jackie@cvregion.com.

Remember to visit CVRPC’s web site at www.centralvtplanning.org to blog, and for the latest publications.
Grants Available: There are a number of grants (and loans) that are available for historic preservation projects, including grants for community facility improvements, cultural facilities, historic interiors, adaptive use of historic bridges, revitalizing historic neighborhoods, and renovating historic buildings and barns.  You can check for grants online at www.grants.gov.  All Federal agencies are required to post all grant opportunities on this site.  An additional site to check is www.govgrants.org. 
