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Weatherization Funding:  Funding through CVRPC's Department of Energy grant has been extended to September 2013.  The Department of Energy just announced the grant extension for funds to reimburse municipalities for materials used to weatherize municipal buildings that had received an energy audit through the CVRPC energy program.  It should be noted that volunteers, as defined by the Davis/Bacon wage law need to be paid Davis/Bacon wage rates, as do employees of contractors who do any of the work.  For details and questions, contact Laurie Emery at emery@cvregion.com.   Thanks.
ZONING ADMINISTRATORS Workshop:  CVRPC will be hosting the next ZA's roundtable on June 18, 3 to 5 p.m. at CVRPC's office.  The roundtable will feature a presentation from the VT Department of Housing and Community Development on the Village Center designation program and tax credits.  An invitation has been sent to Central Vermont ZA's.  Contact us with your RSVP or questions.  McKee@cvregion.com. 

E-911 Coordinator Workshop:  On June 5, 8:30 to 11:30 a.m., CVRPC is sponsoring a workshop focused on the municipal role and responsibility in the E-911 system.  The presentation will be staff of the E-911 Board and will review the responsibilities of E-911 coordinators.  An invitation will be forthcoming.  Please RSVP to Kim McKee at mckee@cvregion.com.

Census Training: Training for municipal officials and staff on how to use the Census numbers is scheduled for June 10, 10 a.m. to noon, at CVRPC's office.
Community Development Block Grant – Disaster Recovery:  Community Development funds are now available to assist with disaster recovery from the spring and summer 2011 flooding events.  Projects for which funding is needed have to be directly related to flood damage and must have a documented un-met need.  Contact Paul Luciano for assistance with determining if your project is eligible and with the application process.  Paul can be contacted at 802/881-1654 or by email at pluciano@ccrpcvt.org.  Staff is completing the application for CDBG-DR funds to conduct a flood inundation study of a portion of the Mad and Winooski Rivers in order to analyze cause and effect from flooding.

Energy Planning:  Fifteen Central Vermont communities have signed up for the 2013 Home Energy Challenge (HEC). CVRPC staff is serving on the State energy advisory board and as a regional coordinator for Central Vermont towns.  Staff is working with Efficiency Vermont, Vermont Natural Resources Council and other regional commissions to co-host regional energy events.  Staff continues to assist HEC towns and local energy committees as the Challenge gets underway.  A workshop on financing is scheduled for May 15, 6 to 8 p.m. at CVRPC's office.  Staff assisted with the Waterbury LEAP Energy Fair and the Warren weatherization training.  Contact Jackie Cassino cassino@cvregion.com for more details.
Mad River Valley Planning District (MRVPD):  Staff continues to provide technical, administrative, and bookkeeping assistance to the District (Towns of Fayston, Waitsfield, and Warren).  Technical assistance to the 3 Towns is ongoing, as is data gathering for evaluating the impacts of development and assistance with flood recovery. 
Mad River Resource Management Alliance: Staff continues its work with the Alliance (which includes the Towns of Duxbury, Fayston, Moretown, Northfield, Roxbury, Waitsfield, Warren, and Waterbury).  Please contact John Malter at 244-7373 or malterport@aol.com for more information.

Regional Food Systems Planning:   Staff continues to meet with local stakeholders to discuss local food systems work.  The Central Vermont Food Systems forum was held at Goddard College on April 16.  There were over 80 people in attendance, and the event was sponsored by Cabot Creamery Cooperative, Ben & Jerry's Ice Cream, Green Mountain Coffee Roasters, and Hunger Mountain Food Cooperative.  For more information, please contact Jackie Cassino at Cassino@cvregion.com. 

Regional Plan Update:  Staff continues to develop a work plan for the update, as well as a public outreach/participation/engagement work plan.  Staff will be seeking to form targeted subcommittees to begin work on the update.  If you would like to serve on any of the committees, please contact Jackie Cassino at cassino@cvregion.com.

Community Development: Staff continues to assist communities in determining the appropriateness of projects for Community Development funds.  Fifty-one percent of the Community Development funds must be used to provide housing, services or jobs to people of low and moderate income.  Application forms and a schedule of deadlines are available online at www.dhca.state.vt.us/VCDP.  CVRPC is administering the grant to Barre Town which the Town loaned to SB Electronics to assist with the purchase of equipment for their new building located in Wilson Industrial Park and to create 80 jobs. 
Transportation Planning Initiative:  Staff  held a regional safety forum.  Staff is participating on a committee that is developing updated culvert standards.   Staff encourages the use of the metadata instructional video for information on editing data for the Vermont Online Bridge and Culvert Inventory Tool (VOBCIT). Staff is assisting the Towns of Fayston, Waitsfield, Warren, Moretown, Waterbury, and Middlesex with their byway work.  Staff continues to work on the Central Vermont Regional Path with Berlin, Barre City, Barre Town, and Montpelier.  Staff worked with Moretown and Fayston in the Safe Routes to School program.  Staff did traffic counts in Barre Town, Warren, and Waitsfield.  Staff assisted the City of Barre with updated rights of way maps for Merchants Row and assisted the Mad River Path Association with GIS questions.  Staff is assisting Plainfield with their Village pedestrian, bridge, and sidewalk study.  Staff is prioritizing projects and conducted park and ride lot counts.  Staff also developed maps for Northfield showing their rights of way.  Staff also inventoried "mud-season" roads in Northfield, and presented at the Chittenden County Regional Commission TAC meeting on the road erosion study.
Transportation Technical Assistance:  Staff continues to provide technical assistance on transportation related issues. Contact Steve Gladczuk at CVRPC for assistance with special transportation studies and technical assistance that may be needed in your community and are within the scope of work of the transportation contract with the Agency of Transportation.  Municipal officials that would like to have volume, speed, or vehicle classification studies done for their towns can contact CVRPC staff for assistance.  
GIS/FEH:  Staff assisted with, developed or updated a number of maps including:  Orange parcel updates, E911 map for Montpelier, printed Waterbury zoning maps, updated the Waterbury road data, assisted with the legislative outreach presentation, printed maps for the Vermont Association of Snow Travelers, and made a CD of East Montpelier's town plan maps.  Staff participated in GIS training, updated the Marshfield Town forest map, and helped the Towns of Northfield, Orange, Waterbury, Waitsfield, and Plainfield with GIS data questions. Staff also drafted consultant contracts for an erosion study on the Great Brook in Plainfield and storm water mapping in Northfield.  Staff continues to update the CVRPC web site, www.centralvtplanning.org, where you can read the latest planning news on our blog, and maintain the IT network.  You can also Find us on Facebook!
VEM/Emergency Planning/Hazard Mitigation Funding:  Paul Luciano, our Regional Emergency Management Planner, is continuing to work with local officials and offering assistance in updating the Basic Emergency Operation Plans (aka “BEOP’s”), as well as flood issues and how to access relevant resources.  The BEOP plans provide contact information and response plans for emergencies, such as floods or ice storms.  Paul is also available to assist with HMGP (hazard mitigation grant program) grant applications.  Paul can be contacted at 802/881-1654 or contact us at CVRPC and we’ll pass along your message.  
Local Hazard Mitigation Plans:  Thirteen towns have received final FEMA approval of their local hazard mitigation plans (LHMP) with 6 towns awaiting final approval.  Having a LHMP (which is good for 5 years after final approval) makes towns eligible for FEMA grants such as the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (next round of applications is July 12 in connection with Tropical Storm Irene) flood mitigation assistance, and the pre-disaster mitigation competitive grant program.  If your community is interested in technical assistance from CVRPC, please contact Kim McKee at Mckee@cvregion.com.  
Flood Hazard Area Regulations (FHAR):  Staff continues to assist affected municipalities and the State with various issues surrounding the bylaw adoption process, as well as the impacts from flooding.
Wrightsville Beach Recreation District:  Staff provides administrative, fiscal, and technical assistance to the District.  The beach facilities include hiking trails, a ball field, Frisbee disk golf, grills, picnic tables, as well as a  picnic shelter that can be rented, and of course, swimming, canoeing, and kayaking.  The beach will open Memorial Day weekend.
Enhanced Consultation:  If your community is in the process of revising its town plan or is planning to do so in the near future, now is the time to have us conduct an enhanced consultation.   Staff will provide local officials with recommendations on how their plan is or is not consistent with the State planning goals and how the town can make “substantial progress” toward meeting those goals as outlined in 24 VSA Chapter 117.  Staff has completed enhanced consultations with 20 towns so far, and provided towns with information relating to the economic development and energy chapters of their plans.  Staff has meetings scheduled with:  Barre City, Montpelier, and Williamstown.  Staff can also provide updated data for the town plan, as well as suggested language for things such as alternative energy siting.   For more information, please contact Jackie Cassino at Cassino@cvregion.com or Kim McKee at Mckee@cvregion.com.
Community Survey Assistance:  If your community is interested in learning more about digital survey services offered through CVRPC, please contact Jackie Cassino at cassino@cvregion.com. 
Town Technical Assistance:  In addition to the enhanced consultation with Roxbury, staff provided technical assistance to Berlin, Worcester, Washington, and Marshfield regarding town plan updates, regulatory revisions, and the Act 250 process.
Town Plan Review:  Middlesex has requested that their recently adopted Town Plan be reviewed for approval by the Regional Commission.  The Town Plan Review Committee is scheduled to meet on Thursday, May 23 at 4 p.m. at CVRPC's office.  Copies of the Plan will be distributed at the May 14 Commission meeting.  Anyone not on the Committee is welcome to participate.  Appointments will be requested at the May 14 Commission meeting.
Act 250/Section 248 Applications:  No new regionally significant applications were received this month. Staff continues to monitor the Moretown Landfill cell 4 expansion project.  On March 14, the Agency of Natural Resources issued its letter denying the recertification of cell 3, the only active cell at the landfill.  Advanced Disposal filed a motion to continue operating which was granted, and the landfill is open until July 15 for household trash and recycling only.  A revised application for cell 4 will be submitted to ANR.  Waterbury State Office Complex:  Staff received the State's Act 250 application for redevelopment of the Complex.  Permits were issued last year for demolition of 22 buildings and the overall master plan.  Contact Jackie Cassino at cassino@cvregion.com if you have any questions.
Governor's Siting Commission Report:  The final report of the Energy Generation Siting Policy Commission, Siting Electric Generation in Vermont:  Analysis and Recommendations, was released April 30.  Key recommendations include:  increase emphasis on planning at State, regional and municipal levels...to help ensure that electric generation projects are sited, whenever possible, in the best places with adequate prior public input; adopt a simplified, tiered approach to siting; modify the process to increase public participation, transparency, efficiency, and coordination; and update environmental, health, and other protection guidelines.  The Report can be viewed at http://sitingcommission.vermont.gov/.  
Remember to visit CVRPC’s web site at www.centralvtplanning.org to view our blog, and for the latest publications.  
CVRPC recently created a Facebook page to enhance communication with towns, partnering organizations, and the public.  "Like" CVRPC's page on Facebook to receive updates regarding events, meetings, success stories, programs and other activities.  Find us on Facebook!
Grants Available: There are a number of grants (and loans) that are available for historic preservation projects, including grants for community facility improvements, cultural facilities, historic interiors, adaptive use of historic bridges, revitalizing historic neighborhoods, and renovating historic buildings and barns.  You can check for grants online at www.grants.gov.  All Federal agencies are required to post all grant opportunities on this site.  An additional site to check is www.govgrants.org. 
