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CRS Overview & Benefits

Application Process

Vermont participation 
and common creditable 
activities

Central Vermont CRS 
Resources 

Outreach Activities and 
Regional Coordinationg



Implemented in 1990 Implemented in 1990 

Voluntary program for Voluntary program for 
recognizing and 
encouraging community encouraging community 
floodplain management 
activities exceeding the activities exceeding the 
minimum NFIP standards



Incentive based – NFIP Incentive based – NFIP 
premium reductions of 5-
45%45%

Reductions based on point 
values assigned from 
community implemented 

ti itiactivities

Heavily weighted toward Heavily weighted toward 
non-structural mitigation



Flood insurance 
i  d  premiums expected to 

rise on Pre-FIRM 
structuresstructures

Businesses, second-
homeowners & repetitive homeowners & repetitive 
loss properties 
immediately impacted

What can communities 
do to help?o o e p



Classes are based on 19 creditable 
activities organized into four categories:

300:300:

400:400:

500:500:

600:600:



Class Points SFHA Non-SFHA

1 4,500 45% 10%

2 4 000 40% 10%2 4,000 40% 10%

3 3,500 35% 10%

4 3,000 30% 10%

5 2,500 25% 10%

6 2,000 20% 10%

7 1,500 15% 5%

8 1,000 10% 5%

9 500 5% 5%9 500 5% 5%

10 < 500 0 0



Activities credited provide a direct benefit to p
the community, including: 

E h d bli  f t• Enhanced public safety

• Reduction in damage to property and infrastructure

• Avoidance of economic disruption and losses

• Reduction of human suffering and/or loss of life

• Protection of environment• Protection of environment



$$ stays in your community $$ stays in your community 

Resident reminder that the community is Resident reminder that the community is 
working to protect them from flood losses

Emergency Relief and Assistance Fund 
rule (ERAF)( )



Montpelier
Waterbury

Montpelier
(Class 9)

Berlin 

Bennington
Brattleboro
(Class 9)Bennington

(Class 9)
(Class 9)



$600,000 

$400,000 

$500,000 

$300,000 

$100,000 

$200,000 

$0 



$90,000

Class 7 (15%)

$70,000

$80,000
Class 7 (15%)

Class 8 (10%)

Cl  9 (5%)

$50,000

$60,000
Class 9 (5%)

$30,000

$40,000

$10,000

$20,000

$0
Montpelier 

(306)
Barre City 

(238)
Waterbury 

(174)
Berlin (81) Northfield  

(66)
Moretown 

(50)
Waitsfield 

(30)
Warren (26)



A community can request a CRS A community can request a CRS 
classification at anytime, provided that:

Community can meet all the required 
responsibilities

Credit points add up to at least 500 points, 
h t  b   l  9 enough to become a class 9 

(done using CRS quick-check spreadsheet)





Community Responsibilities:y p

Pass a Community Assistance Visit

Designate a CRS Coordinator

Ask to join (CEO’s letter)

Implement activities (on annual basis)

Annual recertification



Community Responsibilities:Community Responsibilities:

Maintain Elevation Certificates, Flood 
Insurance Rate Maps

Maintain flood insurance on all publicly-
owned buildings in SFHAg

Maintain other records until cycley



Community Assistance Visit:Community Assistance Visit:
Community must be determined to be
implementing minimally compliant floodplain
management program

Local floodplain management Local floodplain management 
ordinance is current

Permitting procedures effective

No violations of ordinance in placeNo violations of ordinance in place





Does your community…y y

publicize that you will read FIRMs for inquirers 
and keep a record of what you told them?

provide information about erosion hazards?provide information about erosion hazards?

provide information about areas that should be provide information about areas that should be 
protected because of their natural floodplain 
functions? (i.e. wetlands, habitat)







Does your community… 

set out documents for the public to pick up (i.e. 
brochures  flyers  signs  high water marks)?brochures, flyers, signs, high water marks)?

send flood-related newsletters, host 
presentations or other outreach projects 
annually?

Three types: informational materials, general 
outreach projects, targeted outreach projects. 





Does your community… y y

provide flood protection information via your 
community’s web site?

Ensure your community’s public library has Ensure your community s public library has 
FEMA publications available?





Does your community… 

have any parts of your community’s Special Flood 
Hazard Area preserved as open space?

Credited open space includes public parks, athletic fields, 
golf courses, church camps, hunting clubs, and other green 
space.

have density transfers or other regulations to 
encourage developers to keep the SFHA as open 
space?space?



City of Montpelier y p
received 
significant credit 
points for preserved 
open space 
+ areas under + areas under 
documented deed 
restrictionrestriction



Berlin also has 
a significant 
percentage 
of the SFHA 
preserved as 
open spaceopen space.



Does your community, in all or parts of the SFHA…

prohibit fill?

prohibit certain types of buildings?prohibit certain types of buildings?

prohibit or limit the storage of hazardous materials?

have a freeboard requirement?

have compaction and erosion protection p p
requirements for fill used to support buildings?



V  M d l Fl d H d R l i  4Vermont Model Flood Hazard Regulations 4



Does your community… y y

require new developments to build 
t t  t ti   d t ti  b i ?stormwater retention or detention basins?

have permit records that show you require have permit records that show you require 
new developments to control erosion from 
construction projects?





Does your community… 

have a FEMA-approved Local Hazard Mitigation Plan?

have you adopted a plan to protect aquatic or riparian have you adopted a plan to protect aquatic or riparian 
species or other natural floodplain functions?

(Most any plan that protects the habitat for an aquatic or ( y p p q
riparian species will qualify provided it has been 
adopted by your community’s governing body or an 
appropriate regional agency.  

Plans that only address water quality are not credited.)







Does your community… y y

have a program that regularly inspects 
 di h  d h  h l  d  streams, ditches, and other channels and to 

remove debris when found?

have an ordinance that prohibits dumping 
debris, junk, grass, and other landscape deb s, ju , g ass, a d ot e a dscape
waste in drainageways?



Sample Drainage p g
inspection form.

City of Montpelier 
received credit 
points for having points for having 
stream dumping 
regulations in placeregulations in place



Points given to all Vermont communities based g
on statewide standards: 

• Activity 450: Erosion and Sediment Control
(10 points)

Possible Additional Credit: 
• Points based on adoption of VT Rivers Points based on adoption of VT Rivers 

Program Model Ordinance 4

• Participation in State Dam Safety program





Assistance currently offered by RPC that Assistance currently offered by RPC that 
could contribute to CRS credit:

Local Hazard Mitigation Plans (19 of 23 towns)

Municipal Plan updates 

Ordinance language (floodplain  fluvial erosion Ordinance language (floodplain, fluvial erosion 
hazard, etc.): recommended Higher Regulatory 
StandardsStandards



Assistance currently offered by RPC that Assistance currently offered by RPC that 
could contribute to CRS credit:

Municipal Planning Grant applications

Hazard Mitigation Grant Program applications

Green Infrastructure Municipal AssessmentGreen Infrastructure Municipal Assessment

GIS MappingGIS Mapping



Immediate Opportunities:Immediate Opportunities:

Direct assistance with Quick-check & application 
oce  process 

Maintain CRS resources page for municipal officials/staff 
and Flood Information page on CVRPC web site

Provide FEMA hard-copy materials and Coordinate with Provide FEMA hard copy materials and Coordinate with 
local libraries 



Longer-term Opportunities:g pp

Assistance with development of outreach materials 
(regional Flood Hazard brochure), coordination of (regional Flood Hazard brochure), coordination of 
presentations/workshops 

Coordinate multi jurisdictional Coordinate multi-jurisdictional 
Program for Public Information

P i l  i  CRS i i i  f h  i  Pro-actively incorporate CRS activities further into 
Local Hazard Mitigation Plans

Identify increased CRS participation and support 
opportunities as priority in Regional Plan update



Inventory existing outreach projectsy g p j

Program for Public Information

and/or Determine highest priority projects for 
RPC assistance or coordinationRPC assistance or coordination
• Develop regional flood hazard brochure
• Develop additional model word documentsp
• Flood hazard disclosure trainings 
• Natural & Beneficial Functions plan


