Northfield hires Ignatowski as Economic
Development Director

Sat, 09/26/2020 - 7:01pm --

Vermont Business Magazine The Town of Northfield has hired its first ever Economic
Development Director, Jon Ignatowski, who began the role on Sept. 15.

Northfield, population 6,100, is home to two major central Vermont employers, Cabot Hosieries
(Darn Tough Socks) and Norwich University, and aims to grow into a central Vermont
destination town.

“Northfield is an amazing community with many different volunteer groups, great employment
opportunities, beautiful waterways and ponds and so much potential,” Town Manager Jeff
Schulz said. “With the help of key volunteer groups including the Northfield Community
Development Network (NCDN), we are very excited to begin this critical work to help our town
reach its fullest potential in attracting new residents and businesses.”

Ignatowski, who holds a Master of Regional Planning degree from Cornell University, comes to
Northfield with a passion for small towns. He’s worked with a wide range of groups to improve
livability, from expanding walkways to cultivating excellent town-gown relationships with
universities.

“I'm thrilled to have this opportunity to serve the businesses and residents of Northfield,”
Ignatowski said. “This community is poised to make great strides: we have captivating village
centers, committed stakeholders, and a high quality of life. It is my honor to help Northfield
grow, to make it one of the best places to work, live and play.”

Goals for the first six months of this critical work include cultivating partnerships with town and
state groups to support existing businesses, help existing businesses scale to expand their
impact and attract new businesses. Other goals include developing and enhancing housing and
recreation opportunities and exploring collaborative employment opportunities among local
businesses.
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