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Weekly News Roundup
December 18, 2020

Visit our website

Upcoming Events

Time Change: Municipal Energy Commi�ee Roundtable: December 21 at 6:00pm
Join us for a brief virtual conversa�on on district hea�ng in the region, as well as an energy
commi�ee year in review. What did you accomplish in 2020 – and what are you looking forward to
in 2021? Visit the CVRPC website for more informa�on

Community News

CVRPC To Assist State Tac�cal Basin Planning
The Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission (CVRPC) is
pleased to announce expanded outreach and services to
municipali�es and the public to enhance water quality and
tac�cal basin planning efforts for the Lamoille River (Basin
7). “As Watershed Planners, we value the role regional planning
commissions play given their strong �es to the municipali�es.
This collabora�on makes our plans stronger and more tailored
to the communi�es the plans are wri�en to serve,” said Danielle
Owczarski of the Vermont Department of Environmental

Conserva�on (DEC). The work is supported through a grant provided by the DEC. Ac�vi�es began
this fall and will con�nue through July 2021. Read the full Press Release.
(photo credit - LCPCVT)

Ash Tree Management Grant Recipients in Central Vermont
The Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission congratulates East Montpelier, Montpelier,
Waterbury and Williamstown as recipients of the 2021 Ash Tree Management Grant program.

East Montpelier will remove 80 ash trees in the municipal right-of-way and plant two new trees of
non-ash species at U32.

Montpelier will purchase a portable sawmill to process public ash trees into lumber.

Waterbury will remove and re-use at least 13 roadside ash trees that are dead or in poor condi�on
in town right-of-ways. They will plant at least 15 trees at Hope Cemetery in Waterbury Village.

Williamstown will remove at least 35 high hazard trees from town right-of-ways and provide up to
50 free trees to residents to offset lost carbon storage.

Is Your Zoning Stuck in the 1970s? 
It may have lost its groove. Many municipali�es are learning how mid-century zoning values
can suppress housing supply, drive up housing costs, and widen racial and economic dispari�es.
While complete zoning overhauls are out of reach for most communi�es, -- smaller, incremental
changes can make a big difference. Learn more about ways to make your community more
inclusive and economically stronger by registering for interac�ve online training sponsored by
AARP-VT, ACCD and CNU. Learn more and register here.

CVRPC Recrui�ng Planner | Senior Planner
The Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission seeks an adaptable, self-mo�vated Planner or
Senior Planner to work with our team of dedicated professionals.  Apply to join our team if you

https://centralvtplanning.org/
https://centralvtplanning.org/december-municipal-energy-committee-roundtable-12-21-at-600pm/
https://centralvtplanning.org/news/press-releases/
https://accd.vermont.gov/content/zoning-for-great-neighborhoods
https://accd.vermont.gov/sites/accdnew/files/documents/CD/CPR/201208_Zoning4Neighborhoods_Training.pdf
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enjoy leveraging the power of people working together to achieve shared goals!

This posi�on requires broad knowledge of municipal and regional comprehensive planning and
plan implementa�on techniques. It focuses on fostering improvement and maintenance of road
infrastructure, rail corridors, airports, public transporta�on networks, bicycle and pedestrian
facili�es, and the connec�ons among them using lenses of energy, land use, natural resources, and
economics. Candidates should be highly crea�ve with a passion for building collabora�on among
volunteer boards, municipali�es, and State and Federal agencies. 

Successful candidates will enjoy working in rural areas, have a degree in planning or related field,
and have a minimum of 3 years (Planner) or 7 years (Senior Planner) experience in regional or local
planning. Excellent oral and wri�en communica�on skills and experience using Microso� products
required. A�endance at evening mee�ngs required. Experience with local or regional
transporta�on planning preferred.

Informa�on at www.centralvtplanning.org. This is a full �me, permanent posi�on with a salary
range of $40,000-58,000 (Planner) or $50,000-70,000 (Senior Planner). Salary is commensurate
with demonstrated technical and so� skills. Excellent benefit package and outstanding team
environment. Submit a cover le�er, resume, three references, and salary expecta�ons to
waninger@cvregion.com. Posi�on open un�l filled; applica�on review begins January 4,
2021. CVRPC is an Equal Opportunity Employer and maintains a drug-free workplace.

Berlin Seeks Town Administrator
The Town of Berlin Vermont seeks an energe�c, forward-thinking leader to con�nue the Town’s
ascension as one of central Vermont’s most desirable places to live, work and recreate. Berlin has
been a regional employment center for decades and seeking to a�ract housing development and
new residents over the next decade.

Berlin an�cipates receiving New Town Center designa�on crea�ng the third New Town Center in
Vermont. Earmarked for 500+ housing units, expansion of commercial enterprises and addi�ons to
the Central Vermont Medical Center campus, the NTC posi�ons Berlin for double digit growth in
popula�on and grand list. The community has a rich history, and its two dis�nct villages are
surrounded by beau�ful natural assets. Berlin hosts two interstate 89 exits and a state airport. It
offers easy access to rail, air, and public transporta�on. It is only 2.5 hours from Boston and
Montreal and minutes from the academic opportuni�es, cultural a�rac�ons and spor�ng events
at Norwich University and in neighboring Montpelier and Barre City.

A bachelor’s degree is required with 5-7 years of progressively responsible private or public
management or planning experience. An equivalent combina�on of background and educa�on
will be considered. The Town Administrator is a hands-on posi�on responsible for direc�on and
oversight of all municipal opera�ons, working in coopera�on with a five- member Selectboard.
Salary will be based upon experience and qualifica�ons.

Email a cover le�er and resume as PDF files in confidence to zoning@berlinvt.org by January 25,
2021. Resumes will be reviewed as they are received. EOE.

COVID 19 Updates

Vaccine informa�on on VDH Website
The Vermont Department of Health website has is working closely with Centers for Disease
Control and Preven�on (CDC) and other partners to prepare for vaccines as they become available.
Visit this webpage for informa�on, and check back o�en as VDH updates this page with new
informa�on.

Sign up to VT Alert for COVID-19 Updates
VT-ALERT is used by the state and local responders to no�fy the public of emergency situa�ons
including evacua�on informa�on; chemical spills; shelter-in-place alerts; severe weather
advisories, and more. Residents can tailor the alerts to specific loca�ons, types of alerts and on
which devices they will be no�fied. VT Alert will now provide COVID-19 informa�on including
changes in safety guidance, availability of vaccines, and other important info.
·      Sign up here: h�ps://vem.vermont.gov/vtalert and select “COVID informa�on” under the
“Health Alerts” tab.

http://www.centralvtplanning.org/
mailto:waninger@cvregion.com
mailto:zoning@berlinvt.org
https://www.healthvermont.gov/covid-19/vaccine/about-covid-19-vaccines-vermont
https://vem.vermont.gov/vtalert
http://member.everbridge.net/index/453003085617457#/login
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·      If you already have an account, log in to update your subscrip�ons and receive COVID
informa�on. 

Updated Resources from Vermont League of Ci�es & Towns
The links below provide some great guidance from VLCT:

Town Mee�ng COVID FAQs - New FAQs added 12/9.
Model Town Mee�ng Ar�cles – Updated with new COVID-19 -related informa�on.
Open Mee�ng Law FAQs – Re-forma�ed for easier viewing.
Municipal Governance – New webpage focuses on local governance.
Australian Ballot Checklist – Act 162 temporarily allows a municipality to apply the
Australian 

Central Vermont Pop-Up Tes�ng Expands Loca�ons
Due to increased COVID-19 ac�vity in central Vermont, tes�ng has yet again expanded in the
region for the next several weeks (dates and loca�ons here). If you are symptoma�c, please
contact your primary care provider. Central Vermont Medical Center has also expanded tes�ng- to
schedule an appointment, call the CVMC COVID Hotline at 802-371-5310.
Pre-registra�on is required here: h�ps://www.healthvermont.gov/covid-19/tes�ng/where-get-
tested

News from CVRPC
The status of many municipal offices has changed in recent days - please see our Municipal Status
chart for the latest informa�on (in red). If your community has a need we can assist you with,
please contact us at CVRPC@cvregion.com. Previously published edi�ons of CVRPC's Municipal
Updates related to COVID-19 are available on our website. Stay Safe!

RFP's, Grant Information, Applications &
Deadlines

Funding to Create Be�er Places 
ACCD and the Vermont Community Founda�on, along with
funding partners the Vermont Arts Council, Preserva�on Trust
of Vermont, and the Na�onal Life Group Founda�on, are
pleased to announce $90,000 in grant funding to launch Be�er
Places, a statewide partnership that will help communi�es reimagine and reopen public spaces for
safe dining, shopping, and recrea�on, while showcasing the unique sense of place their
community offers. Applica�ons are due January 22, 2021.

2021 Downtown Transporta�on Fund Grants Now Available
The Department of Housing and Community Development is pleased to announce the availability
of approximately $490,000 in Downtown Transporta�on Fund Grants (DTF) to support
revitaliza�on efforts in Designated Downtowns and an addi�onal $67,000 in Clean Water Ini�a�ve
funding for eligible storm water implementa�on projects.

The Downtown Transporta�on Fund is a financing tool which assists municipali�es in paying for
transporta�on-related capital improvements within or serving a Designated Downtown. Past
projects include streetscape improvements, bicycle & pedestrian ameni�es, park enhancements,
u�lity reloca�on, street ligh�ng, way-finding signage and other transporta�on related
projects. Investment in the infrastructure of public spaces s�mulates public investment and
creates a sense of iden�ty and pride in downtowns across Vermont. Since its incep�on in 1999 the
program has awarded over $11 million for 124 capital improvement projects in all 23 designated
downtown communi�es leveraging over $30 million in investments.   

Grant applica�ons for Downtown Transporta�on Fund Grants are due March 8, 2021 and will be
awarded April 26, 2021.

See the 2021 Downtown Transporta�on Fund Program Descrip�on for eligibility, funding and
applica�on requirements. Any municipality with a Designated Downtown may apply for funding so
long as they don’t currently have two or more open DTF grants open. The maximum grant amount

http://member.everbridge.net/index/453003085617457#/login
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EsiC4IbLtP4oUT4kfn5hO7y8Doxv8oaaCepT-l50e8nIYXnBKv9nIgekucI8o6LWNBos_5jJ6VK4Qui0vHC6opTP2_gtpooS2fWo9h9XUt4gNfkhmbeB1UxjcWQx9X4bv4UZxeg3bK-VREKStn9tf1rr-OgLN2aYGz3HdBVoZCFLrww5wBg7Hw==&c=HDAHdF_0dhKVfN5NVt47GFpS_d2yBoOZnKU3ci_fS3e-g-AW0aCn6A==&ch=5vTy6SqKPF4iYNXPSpaNxIz6SXoCPLnVEcT_WT704d6TOVfV0wd4pQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EsiC4IbLtP4oUT4kfn5hO7y8Doxv8oaaCepT-l50e8nIYXnBKv9nIi41bDxhxWN_LbuWQFaipoG1aGha2Us1-9zwV4eKy8oD09nlQoPuq0ISJqHEvMnmdQn7YP8SxPh7UAZW3J5awJgY2pVlB_X69TfjqCgjs7CrhpCHBClYXLvhr33t4ZMASTfcRPHRBHN0&c=HDAHdF_0dhKVfN5NVt47GFpS_d2yBoOZnKU3ci_fS3e-g-AW0aCn6A==&ch=5vTy6SqKPF4iYNXPSpaNxIz6SXoCPLnVEcT_WT704d6TOVfV0wd4pQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EsiC4IbLtP4oUT4kfn5hO7y8Doxv8oaaCepT-l50e8nIYXnBKv9nIi41bDxhxWN_xnwNu_sOuOvFL_2tgmXWyPn6JjI4QUpBE3eOkw4KhOflequIPqO9Jc56iwBvBfJe95RCVpoE4eMQvlhX3fFHv0FFVQbS-_j8sIp6r9Ri-mY=&c=HDAHdF_0dhKVfN5NVt47GFpS_d2yBoOZnKU3ci_fS3e-g-AW0aCn6A==&ch=5vTy6SqKPF4iYNXPSpaNxIz6SXoCPLnVEcT_WT704d6TOVfV0wd4pQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EsiC4IbLtP4oUT4kfn5hO7y8Doxv8oaaCepT-l50e8nIYXnBKv9nIi41bDxhxWN_vNGOgKSngIoeAz4ugMeyDYN60hFCg20-sCgxsRnlkrXqpSRykZZvwmMztig4wqlcQR8umvice2lYnSKMlBP0S-5h0TO22wXZBswPzF-OZgj4JdVZHZPS4VkWxxT5WzOfD0ydmq00oH81r_IBXLgLPoRAFJ2g3O6l&c=HDAHdF_0dhKVfN5NVt47GFpS_d2yBoOZnKU3ci_fS3e-g-AW0aCn6A==&ch=5vTy6SqKPF4iYNXPSpaNxIz6SXoCPLnVEcT_WT704d6TOVfV0wd4pQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001EsiC4IbLtP4oUT4kfn5hO7y8Doxv8oaaCepT-l50e8nIYXnBKv9nIi41bDxhxWN_ZFc_4A5wvfmiFHIEXeYTmExhDapX0dMfQx3UAZ59t9Fjgw0JT8DJ4LUN5bD45gD7bl6ZvL-JjvKltEFxXzZ_BID5SgldpurHHJNukwYnOFok5WNr02zSVhvS1BqIDKnl&c=HDAHdF_0dhKVfN5NVt47GFpS_d2yBoOZnKU3ci_fS3e-g-AW0aCn6A==&ch=5vTy6SqKPF4iYNXPSpaNxIz6SXoCPLnVEcT_WT704d6TOVfV0wd4pQ==
https://centralvtplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Central-Vermont-Pop-Up.pdf
https://www.healthvermont.gov/covid-19/testing/where-get-tested
https://centralvtplanning.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/November-Amended-Municipal-Chart-Published.pdf
mailto:CVRPC@cvregion.com
http://centralvtplanning.org/news/newsletters/
https://vermont.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff50346b45ae607c4e55c01ec&id=7981fd1e5a&e=57448df5af
http://maps.vermont.gov/ACCD/PlanningAtlas/index.html?viewer=PlanningAtlas
https://accd.vermont.gov/community-development/funding-incentives/downtown-transportation-fund
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is $100,000 with a 50% match is required. Projects must demonstrate the ability to start the
project within 18 months and complete within 30 months. Projects that have been iden�fied,
described, and well supported through a downtown area master planning process such as Be�er
Connec�ons or other planning process focused on the downtown, will receive addi�onal bonus
points. 

Addi�onal Clean Water Ini�a�ve Funding Available:
This year the Downtown Transporta�on Fund (DTF) has an addi�onal $67,000 in funding from the
Agency of Natural Resources, Clean Water Ini�a�ve (CWI). DTF projects may apply for up to
$67,000 of “add on” clean water funding for eligible storm water implementa�on projects. A 20%
match is required for these funds. Examples of eligible projects can be found on the Department
of Environmental Conserva�on Green Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI) web page. The Vermont
Green Streets Guide is a resource to help you plan, design and maintain your clean water project.
The Clean Water Ini�a�ve will provide addi�onal funds for DTF projects to implement stormwater
management prac�ces that help control flooding, reduce erosion, and improve water quality. The
project must primarily mi�gate nutrient or sediment pollu�on. 

Please contact Gary Holloway, the Downtown Program Manager at 802-522-2444 if you have
ques�ons or need assistance with the DTF applica�on.

Upcoming Meetings

Please note that CVRPC will provide a video or call in op�on for all mee�ngs

DECEMBER
Dec 21 6:00 pm Municipal Energy Roundtable, Via Technology
Dec 22 6:30 pm Transporta�on Advisory Commi�ee Mee�ng, Via Technology (See Agenda)
Dec 25 Christmas Holiday - CVRPC Office closed

JANUARY
Jan 1 New Year's Day Holiday - CVRPC Office closed
Jan 4 4 pm Execu�ve Commi�ee, Via Technology (See Agenda)
Jan 4 6:30 pm Local Emergency Planning Commi�ee #5, Via Technology (See Agenda)
Jan 12 6:30 pm Board of Commissioners, Via Technology (See Agenda)
Jan 14 4 pm Clean Water Advisory Commi�ee, Via Technology (See Agenda)
Jan 18 Mar�n Luther King Holiday - CVRPC Office closed
Jan 20 9 am Green Mountain Byways Steering Commi�ee, Via Technology (See Agenda)
Jan 26 6:30 pm Transporta�on Advisory Commi�ee Mee�ng, Via Technology (See Agenda)
Jan 28 4 pm Project Review Commi�ee, Via Technology (See Agenda)

STAY CONNECTED
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