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Upcoming Events

Central Vermont Comprehensive Energy Plan Regional
Forum
June 28, 2021 | 6:00 - 8:00 pm
The Department of Public Service (PSD) has started the process
of reviewing and updating the Vermont Comprehensive Energy
Plan (CEP) and Electric Plan. PSD is convening four regional
forums to get input regarding regionally and locally important
energy planning issues and challenges, and to hear
recommended strategies for addressing these issues and
challenges in the 2022 Comprehensive Energy Plan. The Central Vermont Regional forum will be
held on June 28, including presentations by CVRPC and CCRPC. Please consider attending the
forum if you are involved in energy planning efforts at the local level, and would like to provide
input on the key energy issues, elements, challenges, and considerations unique to your area.
·       Link to join: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6050832511
·       To join by phone, dial 929-205-6099. Webinar ID: 605 083 2511#. No participant ID/passcode
is required.
 More information on the 2022 Comprehensive Energy Plan update process can be found here:
https://publicservice.vermont.gov/content/2022-plan

Montpelier FEAST Farm Tour
June 29, 2021 | 2:00 - 3:00 pm | 5 Home Farm Way, Montpelier
You are invited to visit Montpelier’s own FEAST Farm, which plans
to grow several thousand pounds of food to support the FEAST
Senior Meals Program as well as Montpelier’s Just Basics Food
Pantry. Join Dave Hersberger, new FEAST Farm Manager to learn
about the in-depth process of bringing this food to your table.
 

No-till organic gardening is focused on preserving soil health in order to grow healthy, delicious
vegetables. The healthier your soils, the more nutritious your produce is. This no tilling style of
farming incorporates a diverse garden ecosystem that not only creates healthy soil and nutritious
produce, but also allows you to grow really healthy plants that are resistant to pests and are
extremely productive. A good example of what we do is incorporating garden rows that are
specifically planted for beneficial pollinator insects that help control pests as well as increasing
pollination of our flowering produce.
 
Join us to learn more about this local treasure, how to engage in volunteering, as well as learning
more about 3Squares and our local Community Harvest of Central Vermont organization. There
will be live music from Alec Ellsworth and friends, as well as treats from the kitchen of Good Taste
Catering - made from produce grown on the farm. Call to learn more or sign up for a ride: 802-
262-6288

https://centralvtplanning.org/
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Community News

Fostering a Regional Recreation Economy - Creating
Networks in Central Vermont
Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission hosted a workshop
on June 9th focused on strengthening recreational economy
networks in and across the Central Vermont Region. Jackie Dagger
from VOREC spoke about upcoming grants and statewide efforts to
catalyze regional cooperation for outdoor recreation economy. Alec
Ellsworth of Montpelier Parks spoke on their partnership with
Montpelier Alive and their three-pronged approach of promotion
and marketing, connecting infrastructure, and regional partnerships.
Thirty six participants from trails groups, outdoor recreation
businesses, municipal departments, and non-profits came together
to discuss a vision and aspiration for what a regional outdoor
recreation economy could look like, and potential opportunities. Participants represented
communities across Central Vermont, including Northfield, Montpelier, Barre, the Mad River, East
Montpelier. Workshop discussions highlighted the strong partnerships, town initiatives, non-profit
efforts that are creating access to recreational assets. Ideas
CVRPC will share an in depth summary of the discussions, and host a follow-up workshop in the
fall to build on ideas and begin to take next steps.

2021 State of the Lake Report Released
The Lake Champlain Basin Program released the 2021 Lake Champlain State of the Lake and
Ecosystem Indicators Report this week. The report provides an assessment of the condition of
Lake Champlain using a series of ecosystem indicators. The document is produced every three
years with input from New York, Québec and Vermont scientists and field experts. More details
here.

RFP's, Grant Information, Applications & Deadlines

Towns must apply for ARPA funds in the next 30 days
The Vermont League of Cities and Towns has posted important new information regarding the
distribution of American Rescue Plan funds to towns and villages. Please visit
https://www.vlct.org/news/local-governments-may-now-request-arpa-funding-state
 
Action Item: Every city and town in Vermont, and many villages, must fill in a certification form
in the next 30 days to ensure their community receives this funding.
 
How to See What Your Allocation Is and How to Certify Your Town/Village: At the bottom of the
VLCT page are two important links:
 
View the Allocation Table (This shows how much funding over the next two years your community
is expected to receive.)
 Access Web Portal (This is the button that takes you to the certification form.)
 
There also are links to the trainings VLCT has held. We encourage you to watch them as
information changes as additional guidance is released. There are still many unanswered
questions regarding the ARPA funding. CVRPC will continue to update you to the best of our ability
and as information is available. 
 
Our staff is happy to meet with you to discuss your municipality’s ideas, help vet eligibility, and
share ideas from other communities. Contact Grace Vinson, vinson@cvregion.com or 802-229-
0389.

2021 Design and Implementation Block Grant Open Round
The State Natural Resources Conservation Council (NRCC), in partnership with Vermont’s
Conservation Districts and Vermont Association of Conservation Districts (VACD), is pleased to
announce a request for applications for projects under the NRCC Clean Water Projects Design and
Implementation Block Grant funded by the Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation
(DEC) Clean Water Initiative Program. NRCC has approximately $1,172,000 available for awards in
project costs from DEC to support the design and implementation of clean water projects
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throughout the State of Vermont. Eligible project types include the engineering design and
implementation of rivers, lake shoreland, stormwater, and forestry projects. Applicants with
questions are encouraged to contact the program manager Holden Sparacino
(holden.sparacino@vacd.org). Learn more about how to apply, eligibility criteria, and anticipated
granting timeline here. 

Release Date: June 10, 2021
Early Round Project Applications (projects to be completed in calendar year 2021 only)
Due: June 18
Primary Round Project Applications Due: July 5

View Request for Applications
 
Please contact Pam DeAndrea for assistance and to answer any
questions. DeAndrea@cvregion.com

Upcoming Meetings

Please note that in addition to a physical location, CVRPC will provide a video or call in option
for all meetings (see agendas on our website for details)

JUNE
June 28 6 pm State Comprehensive Energy Plan Public Input Meeting (see details above)

JULY
July 5 Independence Day Holiday - Office Closed
July 6 4 pm Executive Committee
July 13 6:30 pm Board of Commissioners Meeting
July 27 6:30 pm Transportation Advisory Committee
July 28 10:30 am Bylaw Review Work Group

STAY CONNECTED
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