
CENTRAL VERMONT REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 
Project Review Committee 
July 22, 2021 4:00 – 5:00 pm 

In person option at Chamber of Commerce, Remote Participation via Zoom 
 

Draft Minutes 
Project Review Committee Members 

 
 1 
 2 
 3 
 4 
 5 
 6 

Staff: Clare Rock 7 
Guests:  Owen Smith, Will Dodge, DRM, Jeff DelliColli, Jannille Smith: representing AT&T 8 
 9 
L. Cattaneo called the meeting to order at 4:00pm. 10 
 11 
Adjustments to the Agenda 12 
None 13 
 14 
Public Comments  15 
None 16 
 17 
Act 250 / Section 248 Applications & Projects of Substantial Regional Impact  18 
a) Presentation by AT&T representatives regarding the Feral Mountain Road project in 19 
Middlesex, as well as other AT&T active projects for the CVRPC region. 20 
 21 
Introductions were made and Will Dodge presented information about the project – see copy 22 
of presentation attached – including: 23 
 24 
First Net Technology Overview – AT&T won the award to build out the network for the first 25 
responder network across the States – this will use AT&T network assets. First Network – 26 
similar to AT&T network, has good frequently for commercial users and the network piggy 27 
backs off AT&T network and can be used 24/7. Today first responders use separate radio’s so 28 
these various networks would be integrated.  29 
 30 
The Middlesex project proposes to build out the AT&T network and provide the First Net 31 
technology, which is used by some state agencies and local first responders. 32 
It will involve adding an extension to the tower, along with a generator at the base. It will have 33 
low visibility, primarily along East Hill.  AT&T was trying to accomplish the same outcome in a 34 
project proposed in East Montpelier, which was met by a lot of opposition. So AT&T looked 35 
toward Middlesex project instead. East Montpelier site will likely not be revisited. The 36 
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Middlesex town improvement should provide service/better coverage to an additional about 1 
230 residents.  2 
 3 
Other recent AT&T projects in the region: 4 

• Moretown: Hoover Hill Road, permitted in 2014, built in 2019, Verizon also co located at 5 
site. 6 

• Berlin: Granger Road, AT&T collocated on existing tower. 7 
• Berlin: Three Mile Bridge Road, straight collocation, no new tower location. 8 
• Graniteville, near Williamstown: on existing tower, AT&T straight collocation, and low 9 

impact. 10 
• Montpelier: AT&T has existing on top of City Center roof, wasn’t working well, and will 11 

move slightly.  12 
 13 
AT&T looked closely at the Regional Plan and recognized the project meets the regional plan 14 
goals and policies. And in order to upgrade to 5G it would not require more upgrades. 15 
 16 
b) Committee may consider significant regional impact and conformance with regional plan. 17 
 18 
Members agreed that collocation indicates that it is in conformance and doesn’t have a regional 19 
impact. An inquiry was made about if how not providing service in some areas, would that 20 
constitute having substantial regional impact. Staff noted that this approach could be a 21 
consideration for the regional plan update.   22 
 23 
c) Review Project Review Summary Sheet 24 
 25 
No comments or questions 26 
 27 
Election of Officers 28 
 29 
R. Wernecke nominated L. Cattaneo as Chair, seconded by P. Carbee. R. Wernecke nominated P. Carbee 30 
for Vice Chair, seconded by B. Arrand. With no other nominations, L. Cattaneo closed the nominations. 31 
All in favor Motion carried.  32 
 33 
Approve meeting minutes 34 
 35 
R. Wernecke moves to approve the February 25, 2021 minutes, seconded byJ. Shatney.  All in favor. 36 
Motion carried. 37 
 38 
Adjournment 39 
 40 
B  Arrand moved to adjourn, seconded by J Shatney meeting adjourned at 4:40pm. 41 
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Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission

Presented July 22, 2021

AT&T Telecommunications Facilities

Middlesex (Feral Mtn Rd) and Other Projects
Presenting: William J. Dodge, Owen Smith, Jennille Smith, Jeff DelliColli
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Middlesex VT4274

Presentation

I. Overview of FirstNet / AT&T

II. Middlesex Facility Description

III. Visual Impacts 

IV. RF Coverage

V. Other AT&T Sites in CVRPC District

VI. Regional Plan

VII. Q&A
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December 2017

All U.S. states &  
territories opt in.

Today

We are developing the  
tools that advance public  
safety with you.

February 2012
The FirstNet Authority was  
authorized to develop and  
oversee the dedicated  
nationwide network for  
first responders.

March 2017
AT&T awarded contract to
provide the capabilities for
FirstNet to be built.

March 2010
FCC follows the  
911 Commission’s  
recommendation to  
create a nationwide

public safety network.

Over 100 years in  
emergency response  
solutions.

BUILT FOR PUBLIC SAFETY.  
INSPIRED BY PUBLIC.

First Responder  
Network Authority
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I. FirstNet Overview
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Purpose Built: Creating an infrastructure dedicated to public safety

FirstNet AT&T

20MHz 
Spectrum

Customer
experience

Program
management

Public
safety

Technology 
&

Innovation

$180B in total
AT&T Network 

Assets

Secured 
Network

Telecom
Expertise
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I. FirstNet Overview

https://youtu.be/p-zyDCSaDug
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p-zyDCSaDug

I. FirstNet Overview
Subscribed VT FirstNet Users (Statewide)
• VTrans
• Vermont Electric Cooperative
• Green Mountain Power Corp.
• VELCO
• Vermont State Police
• DMV Law Enforcement
• Vermont Agency of Natural Resources

Subscribed VT FirstNet Users (Orange / Washington Counties)
• Randolph Town Office of Emergency Management
• Town of Northfield
• Moretown Volunteer Fire Department
• Waterbury Ambulance Service
• Cabot Ambulance Service
• Town of Cabot Highway Department
• Town of Plainfield Police Department
• Windham Northeast School U47
• Central Vermont Medical Center

New AT&T FirstNet Facilities 
Permitted or On-Air Since 2018
• Moretown
• Benson
• Castleton
• Hancock
• Marlboro
• Shaftsbury
• Derby
• Killington
• Grand Isle
• Chester
• Sheffield
• Thetford
• Richford
• Springfield
• Topsham
• Peru
• Woodford
• Lowell
• Middlebury
• Barnet

Additional Facilities in 
Permitting Phase 
• Sheffield
• Huntington
• Chelsea
• Stockbridge
• Brattleboro
• Cambridge
• Granville
• No. Bennington
• Ferrisburgh
• Fairfax

• Huntington
• Cambridge
• No. Bennington
• Ferrisburgh

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p-zyDCSaDug
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PROJECT CHARACTERISTICS

1. Project accessed from 
existing road off of 
Wrenwood Lane.

2. No changes to be made 
to access road. 

3. Utilities already 
available at site.

4. Facility has unusual 
configuration at the top:  
equipment at end of 
road; tower further 
upland on rock 
outcropping.

5. SBA Towers is the 
property owner. 

II. Facility Description
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PROJECT CHARACTERISTICS

1. 12’ extension to existing 
112’ guyed tower.

2. 6 panel antennas, 9 
RRUs, one surge arrestor

3. Walk-in-Cabinet

4. 20 kw Diesel generator 
on concrete pad

5. 12’6” x 24’ unfenced 
compound

6. Underground utilities

7. 180’ ice bridge to 
connect the site; minor 
appurtenances.

II. Facility Description
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II. Facility Description
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Middlesex VT4274: Site Plans

PROJECT CHARACTERISTICS

1. Diesel 20kW generator 
with embedded tank, 
containments for spill.

2. WIC houses all 
equipment – closet rather 
than a shelter.

3. No changes proposed to 
existing road 

4. Limited utility work.



Presentation title here—edit on Slide Master

© 2017 AT&T intellectual property. All rights reserved. AT&T and Globe Logo are registered trademarks and service marks of AT&T Intellectual property. FirstNet, First Responder Network Authority and 
FirstNet logo are registered trademarks and service marks of FirstNet, an independent authority within the U.S. Department of Commerce. All other marks are the property of their respective owners. 

11

III. Visual Impacts



Presentation title here—edit on Slide Master

© 2017 AT&T intellectual property. All rights reserved. AT&T and Globe Logo are registered trademarks and service marks of AT&T Intellectual property. FirstNet, First Responder Network Authority and 
FirstNet logo are registered trademarks and service marks of FirstNet, an independent authority within the U.S. Department of Commerce. All other marks are the property of their respective owners. 

12

III. Visual Impacts
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Presentation title here—edit on Slide Master

© 2017 AT&T intellectual property. All rights reserved. AT&T and Globe Logo are registered trademarks and service marks of AT&T Intellectual property. FirstNet, First Responder Network Authority and 
FirstNet logo are registered trademarks and service marks of FirstNet, an independent authority within the U.S. Department of Commerce. All other marks are the property of their respective owners. 

17

III. Visual Impacts



Presentation title here—edit on Slide Master

© 2017 AT&T intellectual property. All rights reserved. AT&T and Globe Logo are registered trademarks and service marks of AT&T Intellectual property. FirstNet, First Responder Network Authority and 
FirstNet logo are registered trademarks and service marks of FirstNet, an independent authority within the U.S. Department of Commerce. All other marks are the property of their respective owners. 

18

III. Visual Impacts



Presentation title here—edit on Slide Master

© 2017 AT&T intellectual property. All rights reserved. AT&T and Globe Logo are registered trademarks and service marks of AT&T Intellectual property. FirstNet, First Responder Network Authority and 
FirstNet logo are registered trademarks and service marks of FirstNet, an independent authority within the U.S. Department of Commerce. All other marks are the property of their respective owners. 

19

III. Visual Impacts



Presentation title here—edit on Slide Master

© 2017 AT&T intellectual property. All rights reserved. AT&T and Globe Logo are registered trademarks and service marks of AT&T Intellectual property. FirstNet, First Responder Network Authority and 
FirstNet logo are registered trademarks and service marks of FirstNet, an independent authority within the U.S. Department of Commerce. All other marks are the property of their respective owners. 

20

III. Visual Impacts



Presentation title here—edit on Slide Master

© 2017 AT&T intellectual property. All rights reserved. AT&T and Globe Logo are registered trademarks and service marks of AT&T Intellectual property. FirstNet, First Responder Network Authority and 
FirstNet logo are registered trademarks and service marks of FirstNet, an independent authority within the U.S. Department of Commerce. All other marks are the property of their respective owners. 

21

III. Visual Impacts



Presentation title here—edit on Slide Master

© 2017 AT&T intellectual property. All rights reserved. AT&T and Globe Logo are registered trademarks and service marks of AT&T Intellectual property. FirstNet, First Responder Network Authority and 
FirstNet logo are registered trademarks and service marks of FirstNet, an independent authority within the U.S. Department of Commerce. All other marks are the property of their respective owners. 

22

III. Visual Impacts
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III. Visual Impacts: Orig. Location
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Middlesex VT4274: VTA Target Corridors (2009)
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IV. RF Coverage
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IV. RF Coverage
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V. Other Wireless Facility Projects in Central VT
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V. Other Wireless Facility Projects in Central VT
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V. Other Wireless Facility Projects in Central VT
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• Section 248a: RPC may make 
recommendation based on land 
conservation measures in regional plan.

• Substantial deference / good cause 
principle

• Regional Plan:  Facility meets core 
principles as set out on page 5-55.

VI. 248a(c)(2) Regional Planning Documents
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VI. 248a(c)(2) Municipal Documents
• Section 248a: RPC may make 

recommendation based on land 
conservation measures in regional plan.

• Substantial deference / good cause 
principle

• Regional Plan:  Facility meets core 
principles as set out on page 5-55.
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For copy of tonight’s presentation, please visit the project website  
(to be posted on 07/23/2021):
https://www.drm.com/news/middlesex-vt-feralmtnrd-att-telecom

To view the video regarding FirstNet, please visit:

https://youtu.be/p-zyDCSaDug

https://www.drm.com/news/middlesex-vt-feralmtnrd-att-telecom
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