
CENTRAL VERMONT REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 
Brownfields Advisory Committee 

March 21, 2022 at 6:00 pm 
Remote Participation via Zoom 

 

Minutes 
 

Brownfields Advisory Committee Members 
 
 1 

 2 

 3 

 4 

 5 

 6 

 7 

 8 

 9 

 10 

 11 

 12 

Staff: Clare Rock 13 

Guests: Jessica and Seiji Ohashi; Katrina Mattice, Stone Environmental/Turning Point Center; 14 

Robert Pervis, Turning Point Center; John Alden, Project Architect/Turning Point Center; Chip 15 

Castle, Turning Point Representative 16 

 17 

Chair J Shatney called the meeting to order at 6.03 pm, and called upon attendees to introduce 18 

themselves. 19 

 20 

Adjustments to the Agenda 21 

none 22 

 23 

Public Comment 24 

none 25 

 26 

Enrollment and Funding Requests:  27 

 28 

a) 9 Main Street, Montpelier for Phase II Environmental Site Assessment 29 

Staff gave a summary of the staff review as contained within the meeting packet. Jessica and 30 

Seiji Ohashi, applicants provided the following information: they have received a cost estimate 31 

from consultants who did the Phase I ESA of $25,000 for the Phase II ESA. The Phase II is 32 

envisioned to include a PCB air test, some testing has been done to date and most of the testing 33 

has been benign, and they are anticipating that any further testing would not identify any 34 
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surprises. The site was a filling station and was a dry cleaners but did not clean any clothes on 1 

site, it was a drop off business who then sent the items to be cleaned off site.  2 

 3 

The property has been on the market for over two years. The applicants/prospective 4 

purchasers have been invested with time and money. They had an offer accepted but then it 5 

feel through as the Phase I indicated some environmental concerns and the property owner is 6 

not willing to pay for the Phase II. In its present state no bank is willing to provide a mortgage. 7 

The applicants have the down payment on-hand are ready and willing to purchase the site. The 8 

property owner is taking responsibility to remove the underground storage tanks (USTs) and is 9 

enrolled in the state program to get those items taken care of which is outside of some of the 10 

other brownfield issues. The UST report should be complete soon.  11 

 12 

The redevelopment plan is to focus on engaging the community with arts and children. Jessica 13 

went to art school and is an artist, as is Seiji. They want to plan to also have a bike rack, bike 14 

pump and  want to create a transition area to open up to businesses along Barre Street. They 15 

plan to create a parklet with lots of plants and to create a mural on the building, along with 16 

having space for a food truck, and support other local small businesses. They also want to 17 

create a meeting space, event space and place for people to gather and to rent out. Recently 18 

elected to school board and wants to contribute to the community and be a positive impact to 19 

people and Jessica is part of a family which is a second generation local business owner.  20 

 21 

Committee members had question about the proximity of the railroad and how they would 22 

manage or mitigate impacts from a safety stand point and from a dust and pollutants in an 23 

outdoor eating/drinking space. The applicants indicated that they have some site design and 24 

property management techniques which would help mitigate those concerns. Other committee 25 

members had questions about the applicants readiness based upon some of the responses in 26 

the applicant, such as the status of local permitting and how possible impacts from flooding 27 

would be handled.  28 

 29 

b) 18 South Main Street, Barre City for Phase II Environmental Site Assessment 30 

J Shatney disclosed that, as the Barre City Planning Director she is managing a grant for this 31 

project and would be willing to recues herself if the Committee felt it would be a conflict of 32 

interest.  33 

 34 

Staff gave an overview of the project as contained within the meeting packet. Representatives 35 

from the Turning Point Center provided the following information: they wants to revive the 36 

building to retain its architectural history; in redeveloping the property there will be 37 

disturbance from digging a new foundation;  a Phase I has been completed in July 2021 (they 38 

will send CVRPC a copy) and have submitted a Phase II workplan, prior to being aware CVRPC 39 

Brownfield’s program; there are concerns about vapor intrusion and sub-slab testing should be 40 

done; and as a new requirement of BRELLA is to do indoor air testing. 41 

 42 

They are seeking Rural Development grant funding and are prepared to put in funds for the 43 

mortgage for the property and every penny counts. The building materials have been tested, 44 
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but no on-site testing have been done. The expanded facility will result in expanded staff, but 1 

this will be in part based upon new funding. The other aspect is to bring people in recovery into 2 

the more permanent employment and has programs with the hospital and with Department of 3 

Labor.  4 

 5 

Representatives from both sites left the meeting. The Committee discussed the sites. Some 6 

committee members had some concerns about the readiness to move the 9 Main Street project 7 

as the applicant does not have a formal agreement with the property owner. Discussion 8 

followed about what would happen if the applicant does not purchase the property. Other 9 

committee members added that even if that happened the Phase II would provide necessary 10 

information for the property to move, rather than continue to stay on the market, and that’s 11 

the purpose of the brownfields program.  12 

 13 

J Stewart moved to recommend funding for a Phase II ESA for 9 Main Street, Montpelier and L 14 

Scharf seconded. All in favor, motion carried. 15 

 16 

J Stewart moved to recommend funding for a Phase II ESA for 18 N. Main Street and P Emery 17 

seconded. All in favor, motion carried. J Shatney recused herself.  18 

 19 

Minutes 20 

 21 

J Stewart moved to approve the February 22, 2022 minutes. P Emery seconded. All in favor, 22 

motion carried. 23 

 24 

Adjourn 25 

 26 

P  Carbee made motion to adjourn and P Emery seconded. All in favor. Motion carried.   27 

 28 

Meeting adjourned at 7:49 pm.  29 


