As the Floodwaters Recede:
A CHECKLIST of Things to Do

The following checklist will help you respond to flood damage in historic and older buildings.
Read the steps through carefully and take time to plan. While it is tempting to wade right in
with a shovel and mop, it is very important to develop a plan for cleanup and rehabilitation.
Unfortunately, overly zealous cleanup efforts can result in historic materials being carted away,
excessively rough cleaning methods, and the unnecessary loss of historic fabric. The best way to
prevent additional damage to historic structures and materials during a time of duress is to use
caution and plan ahead.

Follow all emergency rules, laws, and regulations

Turn off all utilities

Document building damage

Wear protective clothing

Stabilize any unstable structures with temporary bracing

Use caution when pumping basement water

Keep building properly ventilated

Clean everything that got wet with a disinfectant

Allow saturated materials to dry using natural ventilation

Check for foundation damage

Replace soil around foundation

Save historic materials if possible

Use caution when removing lead-based paint or any products containing asbestos
Clean and repair roof and roof drainage systems to protect building from future damage

Adapted from: INFORMATION, National Trust for Historic Preservation Booklet No. 82, 1993,
Treatment of Flood-Damaged Older and Historic Buildings.

Resources for Flood Damaged Properties:

Vermont Flood Guide: Preparation, Response and Recovery
https://ptvermont.org/vermont-flood-guide-preparation-response-recovery/

National Trust for Historic Preservation Disaster Response Resources
https://savingplaces.org/disaster-recovery

19 Tips for Bringing Historic Properties Back From a Flood
https://savingplaces.org/stories/10-tips-for-bringing-historic-properties-back-from-a-flood

Tips for Drying Out a Flood Damaged Building


https://sp.frontporchforum.com/f/a/cyNkp_H38tLZqXWCSG5Ziw%7E%7E/AAQuHwA%7E/RgRmkUnpP0RIaHR0cHM6Ly9wdHZlcm1vbnQub3JnL3Zlcm1vbnQtZmxvb2QtZ3VpZGUtcHJlcGFyYXRpb24tcmVzcG9uc2UtcmVjb3ZlcnkvVwNzcGNCCmSl78SuZN-iT2hSFmNoYXJ0cmFuZEBjdnJlZ2lvbi5jb21YBAAAAAA%7E
https://sp.frontporchforum.com/f/a/8tnngxbSYTpfH6_bFsGboQ%7E%7E/AAQuHwA%7E/RgRmkUnpP0QqaHR0cHM6Ly9zYXZpbmdwbGFjZXMub3JnL2Rpc2FzdGVyLXJlY292ZXJ5VwNzcGNCCmSl78SuZN-iT2hSFmNoYXJ0cmFuZEBjdnJlZ2lvbi5jb21YBAAAAAA%7E
https://sp.frontporchforum.com/f/a/GgDwcN1Wv6IovPfR_H0IZA%7E%7E/AAQuHwA%7E/RgRmkUnpP0RbaHR0cHM6Ly9zYXZpbmdwbGFjZXMub3JnL3N0b3JpZXMvMTAtdGlwcy1mb3ItYnJpbmdpbmctaGlzdG9yaWMtcHJvcGVydGllcy1iYWNrLWZyb20tYS1mbG9vZFcDc3BjQgpkpe_ErmTfok9oUhZjaGFydHJhbmRAY3ZyZWdpb24uY29tWAQAAAAA

https://mht.maryland.gov/documents/PDF/flooding/DryingBuilding.pdf

Saving Wet Books After a Flood
https://www.nps.gov/articles/000/preservation-matters-disasters-saving-wet-books-after-
a-flood.htm

Returning Home After a Flood
https://www.fema.gov/fact-sheet/returning-home-after-flood

In the coming days and weeks...

We are currently coordinating with partners to determine the best way to effectively help our
historic downtowns, village centers, businesses, and homeowners. Please stay tuned for more
information in the coming days and weeks.

If you have questions, concerns or are in immediate need of help with your building, please feel
free to contact us here and we will get back to you as soon as we can:
https://ptvermont.org/about/contact/


https://sp.frontporchforum.com/f/a/ORiQQJ1BuiKb4j5v9KIzqA%7E%7E/AAQuHwA%7E/RgRmkUnpP0RCaHR0cHM6Ly9taHQubWFyeWxhbmQuZ292L2RvY3VtZW50cy9QREYvZmxvb2RpbmcvRHJ5aW5nQnVpbGRpbmcucGRmVwNzcGNCCmSl78SuZN-iT2hSFmNoYXJ0cmFuZEBjdnJlZ2lvbi5jb21YBAAAAAA%7E
https://sp.frontporchforum.com/f/a/pB3zoh9N5vYo3BRc-bUw1w%7E%7E/AAQuHwA%7E/RgRmkUnpP0RiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubnBzLmdvdi9hcnRpY2xlcy8wMDAvcHJlc2VydmF0aW9uLW1hdHRlcnMtZGlzYXN0ZXJzLXNhdmluZy13ZXQtYm9va3MtYWZ0ZXItYS1mbG9vZC5odG1XA3NwY0IKZKXvxK5k36JPaFIWY2hhcnRyYW5kQGN2cmVnaW9uLmNvbVgEAAAAAA%7E%7E
https://sp.frontporchforum.com/f/a/pB3zoh9N5vYo3BRc-bUw1w%7E%7E/AAQuHwA%7E/RgRmkUnpP0RiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubnBzLmdvdi9hcnRpY2xlcy8wMDAvcHJlc2VydmF0aW9uLW1hdHRlcnMtZGlzYXN0ZXJzLXNhdmluZy13ZXQtYm9va3MtYWZ0ZXItYS1mbG9vZC5odG1XA3NwY0IKZKXvxK5k36JPaFIWY2hhcnRyYW5kQGN2cmVnaW9uLmNvbVgEAAAAAA%7E%7E
https://sp.frontporchforum.com/f/a/840oc7uwazZJ-y68K1BpiQ%7E%7E/AAQuHwA%7E/RgRmkUnpP0Q6aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmVtYS5nb3YvZmFjdC1zaGVldC9yZXR1cm5pbmctaG9tZS1hZnRlci1mbG9vZFcDc3BjQgpkpe_ErmTfok9oUhZjaGFydHJhbmRAY3ZyZWdpb24uY29tWAQAAAAA
https://sp.frontporchforum.com/f/a/x8gZBEcHDCnZ5crdqpw1SA%7E%7E/AAQuHwA%7E/RgRmkUnpP0QkaHR0cHM6Ly9wdHZlcm1vbnQub3JnL2Fib3V0L2NvbnRhY3QvVwNzcGNCCmSl78SuZN-iT2hSFmNoYXJ0cmFuZEBjdnJlZ2lvbi5jb21YBAAAAAA%7E

