
Review of legislative reports 
with expected impacts on 
State land use policy
 Necessary Updates to Act 250 Report – NRB
 Regional Planning Report – VAPDA
 VT Designation 2050 – ACCD
 Municipal Delegation Report – VAPDA



Necessary Updates to Act 250 Report – NRB

Recommendations: 
Jurisdiction: Adopt a model that applies jurisdiction based on local context and 
capacity. The Report emphasizes a three-tiered approach with the expressed 
purpose of encouraging development in compact settlement areas while 
safeguarding natural resource areas.

Governance: Create a professionalized Natural Resources Board (NRB) with a full-
time chair and two to four paid part-time members possessing expertise in land-
use law, development, and planning. The new board would be expected to play 
an active role in policy development, rule making, and operational oversight.

Capability and Development Plan: Update the Capability and Development Plan 
by replacing outdated maps with a future land-use mapping process developed 
by municipalities, Regional Planning Commissions, and state agencies.



Necessary Updates to Act 250 Report – NRB

Jurisdiction:
Tier 1.A: Core areas with capacity for growth (Zoning, staff, and 
Infrastructure). Exempt from Act 250

Tier 1.B: Towns and villages with demonstrated capacity, but generally 
does not meet the threshold for Tier 1.A. Act 250 triggers relaxed for 
residential housing units. Existing Act 250 triggers remain in effect for the 
creation of lots, and for non residential uses. 

Tier 2: Most of Vermont. Existing lots and jurisdictional triggers would remain 
plus a 2000’ road rule to include driveways. 

Tier 3: For critical natural resources. Act 250 jurisdiction is automatic.



Necessary Updates to Act 250 Report – NRB

Governance:
The report includes a number of recommendations to create a 
professional governance structure, improve predictability, and provide 
additional administrative support. Little in this chapter would affect the 
implementation of the regional planning. 

Capacity and Development Plan:
Recommends replacing Capacity and Development Plan maps with 
future land use mapping that would originate with municipalities and 
regional planning Commissions.



Regional Planning Report – VAPDA

Recommendations:
Develop core set of statewide land use designations. Use regional 
designations to inform eligibility for state designation program and Act 250 
review process. Develop an approval process for regional plans where 
they will have authority in determining allocation of benefits or 
determinations. 

Areas exempted from Act 250:
Planned Growth Areas; Village Areas

Areas held to alternative Act 250 jurisdiction
Village Areas



VT Designation 2050 – ACCD

Recommendations:
Shift from five designations to one core designation with two add-on 
options:

• Core Designations: mixed-use centers serving as community hubs.
• Neighborhood Areas: compact, walkable residential areas connected 

to cores.
• Development Ready: Areas well suited for growth within cores or 

neighborhood areas. Served by needed infrastructure and have 
capacity. 

Areas exempted from Act 250:
Development Ready areas



Municipal Delegation Report – VAPDA

Background
This study explored how municipalities could be delegated the 
responsibilities of overseeing Act 250 locally.

Take-aways
Little interest was given for this concept. The study’s findings are 
largely overshadowed by the other three studies.  

Areas exempted from Act 250:
Municipalities would apply to be delegated the authority to meet 
Act 250 statutory requirements locally. 



Review and Discussion

Does Act 250 help advance the regional planning as defined in statute and in our 
regional plan? Could Act 250 better support regional planning?

Statute: 24 V.S.A. § 4347

The CVRPC Region Plan Promotes “Quality of Life” as defined by a safe 
environment, job opportunities, natural beauty, educational quality and low 
crime rate?

Does the Commission support the findings of any of these studies?

Are there specific recommendations the Commission would like to make to improve 
how Act 250 is applied?

https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/24/117/04347
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