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Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM)

Official map of a community on which FEMA has delineated the Special Flood 
Hazard Areas (SFHAs), the Base Flood Elevations (BFEs) and the risk 
premium zones applicable to the community.

The Flood Insurance Rate Map shows the extent of the “Base Flood” (the 
area of inundation that is the basis for the insurance program). The area of 
the base flood is regulated by the community as the legal “Special Flood 
Hazard Area” (SFHA).

area that will be inundated by the flood event having a 1-percent chance of being 
equaled or exceeded in any given year

areas with detailed studies may also have a mapped Floodway (an area that can 
convey the base flood without raising the level of the water more than a foot)



Flood Insurance Rate Map Updates

First update in ~40 years

1’ contour interval (compared to the 20’ 
contour interval of current maps)

Maps prepared by watershed

Discovery meeting – completed October 2021

Discovery report – completed September 2022 

Work Map meeting – anticipated Summer 2024



Why This Matters (for your town)

When the new maps go into effect, FEMA requires that town bylaws meet 
current standards for participation in the NFIP. If your bylaws are not 
sufficient, residents will no longer be able to purchase nor renew flood 
insurance through the NFIP. 

Opportunities: 

ensure your town qualifies for 92.5% disaster funding through the Emergency 
Relief and Assistance Fund (ERAF)

provide additional safety for your community

https://floodtraining.vermont.gov/basic-concepts/what-you-need-know#ERAF
https://floodtraining.vermont.gov/basic-concepts/what-you-need-know#ERAF


Emergency Relief & Assistance Fund (ERAF)



Next Steps – Plan Updates

Municipal Plan & Local Hazard 
Mitigation Plan must be valid 
before updating bylaws

Expanded Community Report Tool

Know your risks & opportunities: if 
any of the ERAF columns have a 
“no” value, that represents an 
opportunity to improve community 
safety and increase post-disaster 
public assistance funding

http://bit.ly/flood-risk-report


What’s Next – Bylaw Updates

Review current bylaws. Do they:

… achieve the flood resilience elements in your Municipal Plan?

… avoid increasing risk to your family and neighbors?

… protect the critical functions of floodplains and river corridors?

… protect town roads and investments, and provide reliable roads for work, school, and 
critical needs?

… support meaningful action to reduce risk to people already living in harm’s way?

Draft bylaw updates

Planning Commission

Department of Environmental Conservation model bylaws

Build community understanding & support – what’s changing? why? benefits?

Selectboard consideration – public hearing & adoption of new bylaws

FEMA review of bylaws

http://bit.ly/model-bylaw


What’s Next – FEMA

Presentation of new Flood Insurance Rate Maps

Work Maps: meeting held with towns / counties to roll out new maps; minor issues (e.g.
labelling errors) can be corrected

Preliminary FIRMs & Flood Insurance Studies – Community Consultation Officer Meeting

review maps, discuss what changed & answer questions

Appeal Opportunity

If you discover substantial errors or surprises in the Preliminary Maps and Studies, the Town 
may formally appeal the data within the 90 day Appeal Period. The town will usually need to 
provide higher quality engineering data to supersede FEMA’s preliminary data.

Process Completion

Once any appeals have been resolved, FEMA will notify the town of an effective date (at least 
six months later) for the new maps, with a Letter of Final Determination. 

Maps go into effect for an entire county at once. 

You will also receive a Summary of Map Actions that describes which existing Letters of Map 
Amendment (LOMA) will remain valid.



How can CVRPC help?

Completed review of zoning, flood hazard and river corridor bylaws for all member 
municipalities

Assist with updates to existing bylaws

Develop new flood hazard and / or river corridor bylaws

Support:

public awareness & engagement

community education

access to relevant information

adoption of municipal plans & local hazard mitigation plans

Municipal consultations: book time with Brian & Lincoln

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/CWSP1@cvregion.com/bookings/
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