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Project Description
CVRPC used $15,000 of ACCD Housing Navigation funds to contract with 
Osso Studio of Waterbury for consultant services to help residents
develop conceptual plans to convert existing structures into Accessory
Dwelling Units (ADUs). CVRPC is seeking the services of an architect,
plumber, and electrician to conduct site visits with local residents to
assess budget and conceptual designs for an ADU conversion. The
deliverable of Homeowner ADU Conceptual Plans based on
homeowner goals and technical input for ADU modification of existing
Structures was the deliverable of this contract. The project started with 7 
projects and ended with 6 projects plans completed. 



All homeowners in Vermont (outside of certain flood areas) can get a zoning 
permit to build what’s called an “Accessory Dwelling Unit,” or ADU. ADUs can be 
built inside existing structures, built onto existing structures as additions, or built 
from scratch as freestanding structures. ADUs can help address the acute need 
for smaller and more affordable homes in Vermont and can help families 
navigate changing housing and financial needs. ADUs can be a solution for 
workforce housing, aging in place, and getting a foothold in Vermont 
communities. Recent legislation has made developing ADUs more accessible to 
more homeowners in Vermont. 

What is an ADU?





Project 1 – Basement ADU

1970s Ranch with finished basement, 
city water/sewer
Needs;
• Separate electrical panel
• Separation wall from main house
• Window upgrade for secondary egress
• Fire safety upgrades, and
• Sequestration of mechanical room from basement unit







Budget – Project 1, Basement ADU
The cost provided is not a bid number, but rather a preliminary budgeting number intended to give 
you an idea of the order of magnitude of the cost of the project. 

• Electrical Work (est. by Summit Electric) $10,500
• Plumbing/Mechanical Work (est. by Moorbys) $14,000
• General Construction Work (est. by Slide Brook Builders) $50,346

Total = $74,846



Project 2 – Garage ADU (new build)

Existing Garage, city water/sewer
Needs;
• New build on existing garage footprint
• New electrical service and plumbing
• Tie in to city water/wastewater







Budget – Project 2, Garage ADU (new build)
The cost provided is not a bid number, but rather a preliminary budgeting number intended to give 
you an idea of the order of magnitude of the cost of the project. 

•  Electrical Work (est. by Summit Electric) $13,500
• Plumbing/Mechanical Work (est. by Moorbys) $45,000
• General Construction Work (est. by Slide Brook Builders) $182,775 

Total = $241,275



Project 3 – Garage ADU (conversion)

Existing Garage converted into studio ADU, city water/sewer
Needs;
• New insulated slab
• New electrical service
• Windows replaced to accommodate fire safety
• New city water service
• Conversion of existing structure to studio ADU







Budget – Project 3, Garage ADU (conversion)
The cost provided is not a bid number, but rather a preliminary budgeting number intended to give 
you an idea of the order of magnitude of the cost of the project. 

• Electrical Work (est. by Summit Electric) $8,500
• Plumbing/Mechanical Work (est. by Moorbys) $44,000
• General Construction Work (est. by Slide Brook Builders) $73,953

Total = $126,453 



Project 4 – Attached ADU

Existing building attached to primary residence, neighborhood septic 
Needs;
• Independent/upgraded electrical service
• Additional septic (on neighborhood septic system)
• Breezeway converted to bathroom
• Fire safety code upgrades







Budget – Project 4, Attached ADU
The cost provided is not a bid number, but rather a preliminary budgeting number intended to give 
you an idea of the order of magnitude of the cost of the project. 

• Electrical Work (est. by Summit Electric) $8,500
• Plumbing/Mechanical Work (est. by Moorbys) $19,500
• General Construction Work (est. by Slide Brook Builders) $31,279 

•Total = $59,279 



Project 5 – Basement ADU

Existing partially finished basement, city water/sewer 
Needs;
• Fire safety code upgrades including new window where one exists for 

proper egress
• Sequestration of mechanical room from basement unit
• Conversion of basement into 2-bedroom ADU







Budget – Project 5, Basement ADU
The cost provided is not a bid number, but rather a preliminary budgeting number intended to give 
you an idea of the order of magnitude of the cost of the project. 

• Electrical Work (est. by Summit Electric) $11,000.00 
• Plumbing/Mechanical Work (est. by Moorbys) $11,900.00 
• General Construction Work (est. by Slide Brook Builders) $36,950.00 

Total = $59,850 



Project 6 – Existing detached building (not 
technically an ADU due to size)
Existing building that had fallen into disrepair, own septic/water
Needs;
• New electrical service and new plumbing
• Fire safety code upgrades
• Spiral staircase and guardrails to replace old staircase
• New bathroom entryway







Budget – Project 6, Existing detached building 
(not technically an ADU due to size)
The cost provided is not a bid number, but rather a preliminary budgeting number intended to give you 
an idea of the order of magnitude of the cost of the project. 

•  Electrical Work (est. by Summit Electric) $21,700.00 
• Plumbing/Mechanical Work (est. by Moorbys) $24,000.00 
• General Construction Work n/a 

Total = $45,700 



Resources CVRPC provides:

Community and Economic Development - Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission

https://centralvtplanning.org/programs/community-and-economic-development/


Vermont Housing Improvement Program — Downstreet
VHIP 2.0 – ACCD Program Overview

All About Accessory Dwelling Units - AARP

Accessory Dwelling Units - ACCD

ADU VSHA 

Other resources:

Water/Wastewater Permits:
ANR: DEC – Permit Navigator

Fire Safety:
Department of Public Safety: Fire Safety Division – Central Office

Residential Building Energy Standards:

Energy Code Handbook

Permit resources:

https://downstreet.org/vhip
https://accd.vermont.gov/vhip
https://www.aarp.org/livable-communities/housing/info-2019/accessory-dwelling-units-adus.html
https://accd.vermont.gov/adu
https://www.vsha.org/montpelier-adu/
https://dec.vermont.gov/assistance/permits/permit-navigator
https://firesafety.vermont.gov/staff-contact
https://publicservice.vermont.gov/sites/dps/files/documents/2020-VT_Residential_Energy_Code_Handbook_v8.pdf
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